ADVERTISEMENT

* 2.ABOUTWHATTHE

STRIKE CAN ACHIEV

The miners on strike are angry. And
it’s easy to understand why:

They are angry because of what they
have been told by their leaders.

‘Buthave they been told the truth?

*The sad thing is that the only result
the strike can achieve is irreparable.
ge'to the.industry.

n the strike stop pit closures?
" No - for a very simple reason.

*'The future of coal depends upon how

" much it costs'to. mine. The cheaper it is, -
' the more of it we can sell, and therefore
the more of it we can mine.

The more expensiveiit is, the more it -

will pile up unsold, like the 55 million
' tonnes at the beginning of this year.
No matter how: longthe strike

' continues, it,cannot: change this basic: fact -
. 'We need to replace four million tonnes

I of our most expensive coal with
 economically-mined-output. ,

: and allow usto sell more coal from oir

This will' bnngthe average cost down -

ould notbe lost.

Doing this is exactly what was agreed
in the 1974 Plan for Coal - to replace old,
uneconomic capacity with new economic
capacity.

The final Tri-partite Report on the
Plan for Coal said in Paragraph 27,

“inevitably some pits will have to close as
their useful economlc reserves of coal are
depleted”.

A mere 12 per cent of our capacity is
now directly costing more than £275
million a year to support. This is money
that'should be going into modernising our
other pits - as the Plan for Coal hoped it
would.

Thatwill sa.feguard miners’ jobs, '

‘increase wages, and give Britain the coal

mdustry it needs. )

“The strike cannot do that. The only
thing it can achieve is the very opposite:
Ifit goeson long enough, the strike
reatens up to 30 good:pits with

* permanent closure.

This could not only cost miners, but
50 steel and railway workers jobs that

» : 1

Can the strike win new: business?

Everyone knows it can’t. It is driving
away future coal customers.

It is making coal more difficult to sell.

It is threatening the futureof the
industry.

Britain is the only country in Western
Europe that is investing so heavily in the
future of coal.

The British coal industry has
excellent prospects.

But not if the strike continues.

This strike - not the Coal Board -
could butcher the industry. : '

That’s why it is so important that i
this strike ends soon. .

It was called by the' miners’
leaders. It now needs to be called off - - :
by the miners themselves . e

One in a series issued
by the Natlonal Coal Board }_
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