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FUTURE OF HONG KONG: PRESS COVERAGE.
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4, PRESS COMMENT: M
IN SUPPORT OF THE GREE

ELECTIONS AT THIS STAGE WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE. COMMUNIST PAPERS
MADE NO COMMENT. CENTRE DAILY NEWS (PRO-PEKING) SAID THAT THE
PROPOSALS SEEMED DESIGNED TO ACT AS A BARRIER AGAINST CHINA'S
INTERFERENCE It THE TRANSITION PERIOD: GIVEN PEKING'S ASSURANCES,
THIS WAS UMNECESSARY AND THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT SWOULD INSTEAD
CONCENTRATE ON A SMOOTH TRANSITION AND CONTINUITY, TIN TIN DAILY
NEWS (PRO-PEKING) CALLED FOR FASTER DEMOCRATIZATION AND ALSO
SUGGESTED THAT PEKING'S CONSENT SHOULD BE SOUGHT IN THE CASE OF
AT LEAST HALF THE APPOINTED MEMBERS OF EXCO AND LEGCO. HONG KONG
DAILY NEWS (PRO-TAIPEIL), SUPPORTED THE GREEN PAPER.
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