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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 14 August 1984

As 1 foreshadowed on the telephone earlier, the
Prime Minister has now received a letter from
Mr. Kinnock seeking an independent inquiry into both
the decision to exclude Martin Galvin and the incident
following his appearance in Belfast on Sunday. I should
be grateful if you could provide a draft reply to Mr. Kinnock's
letter as soon as possible. Perhaps we might discuss the
timing of a reply when I have had a chance to speak to the
Prime Minister.

I am sending a copy of this letter and enclosure to

Janet Lewis-Jones (Lord President's Office), Nigel Pantling
(Home Office) and Stuart Eldon (Lady Young's office).

Tim_g}esher

Graham Sandiford Esg
Northern Ireland Office.




-

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA

The Office of the Leader of

the Opposition 14 August 1984
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I have deliberately delayed making any public comment
on the events in West Belfast on Sunday because I
believe that, in the circumstances, it was advisable

to obtain whatever details of the incident were
available before seeking action from your Government.

Having now had an opportunity to consider the matter,
I must ask you to immediately establish an independent
inquiry into the decision to ban Martin Galvin from
Northern Ireland and into the incidents which took
place following his appearance in Belfast.

It is essential that these two related aspects of the
events receive thorough attention.

The decision to ban Galvin was made, it is reported,

by the Home Secretary acting on the advice of the
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland. An assessment
must clearly be made of the wisdom and the practical
implications of their judgement and it will also be
necessary to establish whether their decision was made
with or without the advice of the RUC. Further, it will
be necessary to obtain an explanation of the RUC's
operational strategy for that day and, in particular,

to establish whether the decision to arrest Galvin

by advancing through the crowd was made beforehand or
whether police commanders at the scene made an unprepared
response or whether they simply permitted such a response
to be made by lower ranks. I believe that you will share
my view that the action taken by the Royal Ulster
Constabulary was a radical departure from their normal
practice in similar circumstances or even in circumstances
where provocation or threats of attack on the police

have been much greater. It resulted in the use of an




unacceptable level of force which caused a death and
severe physical injuries and it also gave propaganda
material to those in Northern Ireland and elsewhere
who support and sponsor violence and terror in pursuit
of their political aims. The apparent change in
policing methods and the consequences of that change
clearly require investigation and it will also be
important to establish whether the rules about the

use of plastic bullets were adhered to by the RUC.

I understand from a television interview given by

the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland today
that he does not rule out an independent inquiry.

In view of the damage which has clearly been done

a result of the incident to relations between the
minority community in Northern Ireland and the RUC

and to the relations between Her Majesty's Government
and the Government of the Irish Republic, I urge you
to demonstrate the seriousness of your concern about
these matters by establishing the appropriate inquiry
without delay.

I am releasing this letter to the press.

Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher MP







