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Thank you for your public letter about the violence which attended

Mr Galvin's recent appearance in Northern Ireland.

MY*tmmed4a$e_cgmmen;s_arexflrst to express sadness atfdeath and injury
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in Northern Ireland, whatever the circumstances; secondly to express

again my support for the RUC (two of whose officers died from terrorist

murder on 12 August) in their difficult task; and thirdly to express
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contempt for(}hﬁsé?w%e-organlseaaﬂ manipulate personal tragedy For
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Mr Galvin is Publicity Director of NORAID, which has rightly been
described by an American court as an agent of the IRA. 1In his last
visit to Northern Ireland, in April of this year, Mr Galvin made a
public speech in which he said he was '"encouraged" by the IRA's murder
of a British soldier which had taken place the previous evening. On
learning that Mr Galvin intended to lead a NORAID group to Northern
Ireland last week, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland asked

the Home Secretary to consider exercising his power under the

Immigration Act 1971 to prohibit the entry of a person whose exclusion
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in the words f the Act, "conducive to the public good'. After
considering the views of his colleagues the Home Secretary decided
that it was appropriate. for him to make an order so directing Mr Galvin's
exclusion from the United Kingdom, and Mr Galvin was informed that the

order had been made,.

I see no purpose in an independent inquiry into the decision to exclude
Mr Galvin from the United Kingdom. The facts are already publicly
available. Whether people should be free to come here from abroad

to encourage the murder of British soldiers and other citizens may be

a matter for argument but will not be resolved by an inguiry. Those
who wish to criticise the decision are free to do so, making full use

of hindsight.

You also suggest an independent inquiry into the police action on

12 August. The police have a duty to investigate the death of

Mr Downes and to submit a report to the Director of Public Prosecutions,
who will decide whether criminal proceedings are appropriate. Other
allegations which might lead to criminal proceedings, if substantiated,
must be similarly investigated. The Chief Constable of the RUC has
appointed the Deputy Chief Constable with a team of officers to

conduct an inquiry into these matters and other aspects of the police
operation on 12 August. You may have noticed from the press that a
preliminary report has already been received and that the Chief
Constable is in touch with HM Inspecto%f%f Constabulary who will advise

on and monitor the progress of the inquiry.
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CONFIDENTIAL

From: ThHE PrivATE SECRETARY

NORTHERN IRELAND OFFICE
WHITEHALL
LONDON SWIA 2AZ

David Barclay Esq

Private Secretary

No 10 Downing Street 1%
LONDON SW1 r7 August 1984
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MR KINNOCK'S LETTER ABOUT MR GALVIN

I attach a draft reply to Mr Kinnock's letter of 14 August to
the Prime Minister suggesting an independent public inquiry
into both the decision to exclude Mr Galvin and the police
operation when he appeared in Belfast.

The suggestion that the decision to exclude Mr Galvin calls for
an independent inquiry is relatively easily disposed of. While
there may be scope for argument over whether the decision was
right, an inquiry is not appropriate and would not resolve or
advance the argument. The Secretary of State's remarks to the
effect that with hindsight the decision looked like a mistake
have been interpreted by the media as meaning that the decision
was a mistake. The Prime Minister will not wish to endorse that
misinterpretation. Rather than gloss Mr Prior's remarks, it may
be better to set out the arguments on the merits of the ban in
terms which indicate that the balance is clearly in favour of
keeping Mr Galvin out.

The case for an independent inquiry into the police operation

to arrest Mr Galvin cannot be so readily dismissed. The Chief
Constable has already instructed the Deputy Chief Constable to
conduct an inquiry not only into the death of Downes but also into
the policing of the parade and the attempt to arrest Calvin.

The results in so far as they concern the death of Downes and

any other allegations which might lead to criminal proceedings will
be reported to the Director of Public Prosecutions in the usual
way. The argument that the inquiry should be conducted not by the
RUC but by a senior officer from another force or an Inspector of
Constabulary is attractive. This would introduce an element of
independence without the disadvantages of a full-scale judicial
inquiry (presumably under the 1921 Act) which would be excessive,
would allow protracted and recriminatory public hearings and would
entail exemption from criminal proceedings for those who gave
evidence. The difficulty is that the Chief Constable has already
announced his own inquiry and is understandably reluctant to
change course so soon or indeed to do anything which might under-
mine the credibility of the inquiry. The relevant legislation
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for Northern Ireland does not contain a power equivalent to that
in England and Wales which enables the Secretary of State to insist
that an inquiry be held by an Inspector of Constabulary.

The Chief Constable has, however, agreed in principle, that HM
Inspectorate should be associated in some way with the inquiry and
at the Secretary of State's strong request he has agreed to issue
to-day a statement on the following lines:

"The Chief Constable has now studied a preliminary
report from the inquiry team on the events of 12 August.
He has informed HM Inspectorate of Constabulary of the
terms of reference and structure of the inquiry. HM
Inspector will advise on and monitor the progress of the
inquiry."

The Secretary of State judges that this is as far as the matter

can be pressed at present. We are taking steps to ensure that

the significance of the statement is appreciated by the press

in the hope that the knowledge of the involvement of the
Inspectorate will go some way to reduce demands in the Sunday papers
for an independent inquiry.

The draft reply to Mr Kinnock makes a reference to the Chief
Constable's statement. This procedure avoids the letter becoming
the vehicle for announcing the new move; and indeed we would see
advantage in the issue of the letter being delayed until, say,
the middle of next week. We assume that the Prime Minister's
letter will be released to the press.

I am copying this letter to the recipients of Tim Flesher's
letter of 14 August. The terms of the proposed reply to

Mr Kinnock have been cleared with Mr Prior who is particularly
anxious that it should also be agreed with the Home Secretary.
The Home Office will be in touch with you direct on this.
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Thank you for your public letter about the violence which attended

Mr Galvin's recent appearance in Northern Ireland.
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murder on 12 August) in their difficult task; and thirdly to express
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Mr Galvin is Publicity Director of NORAID, which has rightly been
described by an American court as an agent of the IRA. In his last
visit to Northern Ireland, in April of this year, Mr Galvin made a
public speech in which he said he was '"encouraged'' by the IRA's murder
of a British soldier which had taken place the previous evening. On
learning that Mr Galvin intended to lead a NORAID group to Northern
Ireland last week, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland asked

the Home Secretary to consider exercising his power under the

Immigration Act 1971 to nrohibit the entry of a person whose exclusion
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is, in the words of the Act, '"conducive to the public good'". After
considering the views of his colleagues, the Home Secretary decided

that it was appropriate for him to make an order so directing Mr Galvin's
exclusion from the United Kingdom, and Mr Galvin was informed that the

order had been made,.

I see no purpose in an independent inquiry into the decision to exclude
Mr Galvin from the United Kingdom. The facts are already publicly
available. Whether people should be free to come here from abroad

to encourage the murder of British soldiers and other citizens may be
a matter for argument but will not be resolved by an inquiry. Those
who wish to criticise the decision are free to do so, making full use

of hindsight.

You also suggest an independent inquiry into the police action on

12 August. The police have a duty to investigate the death of

Mr Downes and to submit a report to the Director of Public Prosecutions,
who will decide whether criminal proceedings are appropriate. Other
allegations which might lead to criminal proceedings, if substantiated,
must be similarly investigated. The Chief Constable of the RUC has
appointed the Deputy Chief Constable with a team of officers to

conduct an inquiry into these matters and other aspects of the police
operation on 12 August. You may have noticed from the press that a
preliminary report has already been received and that the Chief
Constable is in touch with HM Inspecto%{%f Constabulary who will advise

on and monitor the progress of the inquiry.
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