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Dear Rdoiinm,

You wrote to Jim Daniell on 19 April about the suggestion from
Sir David Price MP that the Prime Minister might 'sponsor' and
name one of the second pair of refrigerated vessels being built
by Harland and Wolfft: for the Blue Star Line. In addition

Mark Addison had written to me on 29 March about an invitation
to the Prime Minister from Larne Harbour Limited to open the new
passenger terminal at that port.

Our advice would be that each of these engagements is inherently
worth carrying out in its own right and would be of appropriate
weight for the Prime Minister. The sensible thing would obviously
be to include both of them in the schedule for a more comprehensive
visit to Northern Ireland, as you discussed with Robert Andrew. It
would be entirely practicable to contain both of these events on
(say) the second day of a two-day programme.

Larne Harbour is the only commercial port in Northern Ireland in
private ownership. The managing company, Larne Harbour Limited,
is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the European Ferries Group.

Mr Parker, who is a director of the Group, is also Chairman of
the Felixstowe Dock Company. His Larne company, which employs 140
people, has been energetic and enterprising in its development of
the port from fairly modest dimensions to its present status as

a vital link with the Great Britain mainland, handling 35% of all
trade passing through Northern Ireland ports and over 80% of all
sea-bound tourist traffic to the Province. The new multi-purpose
passenger terminal building, costing £1.9 million, will add
substantially to the comfort and convenience of passengers using
the port.

Turning to the Blue Star proposition, as you know the order for
four vessels was a very significant element in providing the
Belfast shipyard with a reasonable flow of work until further
orders could be achieved. The first pair of vessels have already
been named (one by the Duchess of Kent). The standard naming
ceremony at Harland and Wolff can be a somewhat protracted affair,
allowing for a tour of the vessel as well as the naming ceremony
itself and a formal luncheon with speeches, but this could no
doubt be abbreviated to fit in with other events in a well-rounded
programme.
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I therefore attach draft letters which might go from you to
Larne Harbour Limited and from Mr Alison to Sir David Price.
You will see that each reply expresses interest in principle,
but falls short of final commitment; we have very much in
mind the inevitable uncertainties about the Prime Minister's
forward programme, the development of political events here
both internally and at the Anglo-Irish level, and the need to
take careful security advice closer to the time. However,

neither of these engagements necessarily has to take place
on a set date.
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be to include both of them in the schedule for a more comprehensive:
visit to Northern Ireland, as you discussed with Robert Andrew. It
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(say) the second day of a two-day programme.
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private ownership. The managing company, Larne Harbour Limited,
is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the European Ferries Group.

Mr Parker, who is a director of the Group, is also Chairman of
the Felixstowe Dock Company. His Larne company, which employs 140
people, has been energetic and enterprising in its development of
the port from fairly modest dimensions to its present status as

a vital link with the Great Britain mainland, handling 35% of all
trade passing through Northern Ireland ports and over 80% of all
sea-bound tourist traffic to the Province. The new multi-purpose
passenger terminal building, costing £1.9 million, will add
substantially to the comfort and convenience of passengers using
the port.

Turning to the Blue Star proposition, as you know the order for
four vessels was a very significant element in providing the
Belfast shipyard with a reasonable flow of work until further
orders could be achieved. The first pair of vessels have already
been named (one by the Duchess of Kent). The standard naming
ceremony at Harland and Wolff can be a somewhat protracted affair,
allowing for a tour of the vessel as well as the naming ceremony
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I therefore attach draft letters which might go from you to
Larne Harbour Limited and from Mr Alison to Sir David Price.
You will see that each reply expresses interest in principle,
but falls short of final commitment; we have very much in
mind the inevitable uncertainties about the Prime Minister's
forward programme, the development of political events here
both internally and at the Anglo-Irish level, and the need to
take careful security advice closer to the time. However,
neither of these engagements necessarily has to take place

on a set date.
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.. DRAFT LETTER FILE NUMBER

ADDRESSEE'S REFERENCE

To Enclosures Copies to be sent to

ég;J Parker Esqg Hidden copies:
Chairman
Larne Harbour Ltd PS/S of S (NI)
European House
The Dock
Felixstowe
Sutfolk

(Full Postal Address) (Full Address, if Necessary)

PS/Primé Minister
(Name of Signatory )

LETTER DRAFTED FOR SIGNATURE BY

The Prime Minister has asked me to reply to your letter of 27 March
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extend iy o kimrd—invitatien—ee her to open your new passenger terminal

at the port of Larne.
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would be happy to commend

the engagement to the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Mr Hurdt.
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