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MY TEL NO 82s ITALIAN POLITICAL SITUATIONa

1. SIGNOR ANDREOTT! wasS DULY IMVITED BY THE PRESIDENT of THE
REPUBLIC ON 3 FEBRUARY TO ATTEMPT TO FORM A NEW GOVERNMENT.
AFTER A PAUSE FOR REFLECTION, DURING WHICH HE MADE CLEAR HIS
BELIEF THAT THE CONDITIONS EXISTED.FOR RECONSTITUTING A
PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY SIMILAR TO THE PREVIOUS ONE, ANDREOTTI
HAS NOW STARTED HIS FIRST FORMAL ROUND OF CONSULTATIONS WITH THE
OTHER PARTIES, BEGINNING WITH THE COMMUNISTS AND SOCIALISTS ON

7 FEBRUARY. ALTHOUGH NO SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS HAS SO FAR BEEN
MADE, ALL PARTIES APPEAR AT THIS STAGE TO BE SET ON AVOIDING AN
EARLY BREAKDOWN

9. THE COMMUNISTS ARE CONTINUING TO INSIST ON THEIR INCLUSION IN
GOVERNMENT, BUT ARE DOING SO IN TERMS WHIGH SUGGEST THAT THERE

IS AT LEAST SOME ROOM FOR MANOEUVRE IN THEIR POSITION (EG
BERLINGUER SAID IN A WEEKEND SPEECH IN SARDINIA THAT THE ONLY WAY
OF GUARANTEEING A RECONSTITUTED MAJORITY WOULD BE BY *’EFFECTIVELY .
OVERCOMING?® THE EXCLUSION OF THE PC| FROM GOVERNMENT).  MOST
COMMENTATORS BELIEVE AT THIS STAGE THAT THE COMMUNISTS WILL IN THE
END ACCEPT ANOTHER CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT-BASED GOVERNMENT, WHICH.
MIGHT BRING IN MORE MINISTERS ACCEPTABLE TO THE OTHER PARTIES,
RATHER THAN CARRY THEIR INSISTENCE ON INCLUSION IN THE GOVERNMENT
TO THE POINT OF PROVOKING EARLY ELECTIONS.

3a THE SOCIALISTS FOR THEIR PART, NO DOUBT SPURRED ON BY THEIR
FEAR OF EARLY ELECTIONS, ARE PLAYING A GENERALLY CONSTRUCTIVE
ROLE. THEIR PARTY SECRETARY CRAX| MADE CLEAR, AFTER HIS
CONSULTATIONS WITH ANDREOTTI ON 7 FEBRUARY, THAT HE BELIEVED A
WAY COULD BE FOUND TO CREATE A NEW PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY, BUT
THAT iT WAS UP TO THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS AND THE COMMUNISTS TO
CLARIFY THEIR RELATIONSHIP FIRST.
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4, MEANWHILE THE NORMALLY FISSILE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT PARTY
SEEMS TO BE STANDING REASONABLY FIRMLY BEHIND ANDREOTTI, AND HAS
GIVEN HIM ) FULL MANDATE TO NEGOTIATE, PROVIDED THERE IS NO
BREACHING OF THE PRINCIPLE OF EXCLUSION OF COMMUNISTS FROM
COVERNMENT. SIGNOR FORLAN| 1S REPORTED IN THE ITALIAN PRESS

AS HAVING STRESSED IN HIS INTERVENTION AT THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS
COUNCIL (FCO TELNO 203 TO UKREP BRUSSELS, NOT TO ALL) THAT THE
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS WOULD NOT ALLOY COMMUNISTS INTO THE GOVERNMENT.
ANOTHER OF HIS REPORTED STATEMENTS HOWEVER, TO THE EFFECT THAT

THE MARGINS OF MANOEUVRE WERE LIMITED AND THE-RISK OF .

EARLY ELECTIONS WAS GREATER THAN WAS GENERALLY THOUGHT, MAY NOT
HAVE BEEN WELCOME TO ANDREOTTI AND SHOULD BE VIEWED IN THE CONTEXT
OF THE FACT THAT IF ANDREOTT! FAILS, FORLANI |S SOMET!MES SPOKEM
OF HERE AS A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE CANDIDATE TO FORM A GOVERNMENT.

Soii LT IS STILL GENERALLY AGREED THAT A SOLUTION OF THE
CRISIS WILL TAKE A LONG TIME 5
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Tralian Communists
- risk losing
“worlsers support

3 By FRANK TAYLOR in Rome
E Ttalian Communist party’s bid for

I Talln Communist partys b for 8
last might to be in danger of losing the vita

————
support of organised |
~ labour.

!

Communist withdrawal

The present crisis began over
a fortnight ago when the Com-
munists, Ttaly’s second bigzest
\was reported to be in favour party withdrew their parliamen-

- g tary support from the ruling
of a compromise solution to Christian Democrats,  They
o) dead- :

con
‘munists from the Cabinet.

Teaders of the federation
{ which encompasses the three
biggest Communist Social-
ocial emocratl
aid to be. readvi

- they would hold out for Cabi-
net posts or go into oufright

"But ghe attitude of the
union movement couTd be
@

compromise,
clearly. reluctan

ftaker
Andreotti.

1 It envisages a new Cabinet in |
1 it © Christian_Democrais |

b wilh @

The Christian Democrats’ new
o= economic plan, much ¢
ch has the backing of the |
uric is in abeyance because
| of the political vacuum. l

One of the Communist union |
Jeaders, Signor Azostino Maria-| °
netti. said he regarded the

| Socialist proposal as e oniy |
one which would realise the
two objectives for which the
trade unions stand—to avert an
early general election and to
maintain national unitv.”

{ " The non-Christian Democrat
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government  majority,
mounting pessimism over ht:
chances of success, and thus of]
avoiding early general elections: 2|
Preli A soundings last
week failed to produce any new-
grounds for a possible compro:
mise between the r\o mam:
parties, t is s
and the Communists.
weckend, both
—harden

uriher. -
| *X Tortnight after the Com:
munists pulled out of the five-
party parly
supporting
Communist

To

Natla,

his_party’s demand for dire
‘ministerial_portiolios in a new-
government.,

In doing so, he virtually L

b 6
been_Toaled—Tinal of an_ac-
nnmmnun n\ade up of Chris-

T

m.nnms icked
Our parties in the
WA =
ueh. a formula has been
:,,_\wwm—
Democrat leaders—and not only
by the hard-me wing of the
party keen to force an electoral
| showdown with the Communists
—who_argue that it would be
!h'le more (han thin can 0]
irect part 3
l Cmnmunms.
Te possibilities seem to boil
down to no more than an offer
e the future govern-
mme. including
1 hed F

apparently furtaer off than ever,
aftention is n"u‘l'l" on IEE

T
nocrat-technocrat

s cannot be
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