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s ANDREOTTI GAVE UP THE TASK OF TRYING TO FORM 4 NEM GOVERNIED
O 21 FEBRUARY, THUS ENDING THE FIRST PHASE OF THE-GURRENT CRIGHSa
-AS HAD BEEN WIDELY EXPECTED (PARA-2 OF MY TUR) PRESIDENT PERTINI
DECIDED TO PASS THE MANDATE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIGAN
PARTY, UGO LA MALFA (LP NOTES NO 64). '

s SR T e £ s

*IN ACGEPTING THE MANDATE THIS MORNING, 22 FEBRUARY LA MALFAR
DE GLEAR THAT HE HAD NO {LLUSIONS ABOUT THE DIFFICULTIES HE

I AMD SAID THAT HE WOULD SEEK TO FIND A SOLUTIGH BY i
RECONSTITUTED FIVE=PARTY MAJORITY (l.T THE SAME PATH WHICH

ANDREOTT) HAS TRIED AND FAILED), 2
3, PRESIDENT PERTINI’S AGTION WAS O THE VHOLE BEEN FAVOURADLY i
RECEVED BY THE POLITICAL PARTIES, THOUGH CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT

EACTICNS HAVE BEEN MIXEDa {7 1S GENERALLY THOUGHT AT LA
MALFA STANDS LlTTlc CHANCE OF SUGCESS GIVEN THAT THERE 15 AT e
I MT NO SIGN OF MOVEMENT IN THE COMMUNI STS? IN€ SISTENCE ON THE &
INCLUSION 1N THE GOVERNMENT AND iN THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS? EQUALLY .~ :
FIRM REJECTION OF THE COMMUNIST FROPOSITIONS 3 : el

liy {TI1S WiDELY MNOTED THAT THIS 1S THE FIRST TIME A MANDATE TO0
FORM A GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO A NON-CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT SINCE
1ens { "J/"ZT FROM A BRIEP EXP L.ORATORY MANDATE WHICH WAS GIVEN TOE

PERTIN} HIMSELF, AS PRESIDENT OF THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES, 1N 3968)» 3
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ANDREOTTI
AGREES TO
TRY AGAIN

By FRANK TAYLOR
in Rome

SIGNOR

Italg’s Chr
cratic leader, has again
been asked by President

Pertini to try to form a

new government and so
| head off the necd to call an

early general clection.

It is the second time i Just
over a month that Sigoor
Andreotti has been called on to
try to break the deadlock that
bas paralysed Italian_political
life for the past five weeks.
His last goyernment fell at
the end of January after the
Communist party withdrew its
parliamentary support.

Sianor Andreotti tried to re-
organise the parliamentary pact
but was unable to reconcile the
differences between his own
party exccutive and the Com-
munists. The Christian Demo-
crats refused to allow Commu-
ists into the government while
the Communists said_ they
Soould not give any kind of
parliamentary _support  t
Cabinet in which they were not
represented.

New formula

This time, Signor Andreotti
and his party have a pew for-
| Znula to consider. The Commi:
nists have indicated they might
a coalition government
ng the Caristian Demo-
| crats, Socialists. Republicans,
and Social Democrats, provide
there were- also at least two
| Cabinet members drawn from
of ‘independent

These are people who have
Communist leanings but are not
members of the party.
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- Another chance for Andreotti

From George Armstrong
in Rome

President Sandro Pertini ves-
terday asked M Giulio
Andreotti to form
Government and
deputies in Mr Gu
gat and Mr Ugo La Malfa.

Mr Andreotti is now acting
Prime Minister and a Christian
Democrat, while, Mr Saragat
and Mr La Malfa can be con-
sidered the founding fathers of
the Social Democrat and the
Republican Parties.

The choices made by the
Socialist Head of State caught
politicians by surprise. Almost
| without exception. Y

sterday’s

Another surprise. of a
technical but significant nature,
was that Mr Andreotti
zccepted the mandate without
the customary * reservations.”
'his may mean that, although
as surprised as anyone
A Pertini’s decision. he
plans to form his Government
with or without the full assent
of his Christian Democrat
Party.

Mr Saragat, who is himself a
former Head of State. accepted
his nomination with the reser-
vation that the Cabinet must
include some Left-wing inde-
pendents — that is. men
elected to Parliament on the

| papers had predi that
! Mr Saragat would be named as
inext Prime Minister, with the
|other two men as his deputies.

C ballot. but who are
not party members. He said
that 1t was wrong to think of
them as being “ marked Com-

munist.” and alsossaid that the
e Minisier had to be
7 Democrat if the
was to survive. |
ists arve pleased |
t's stand,, which

Normaliy. when there is a
cputy Prime Minister (there
never have heen two). he 15

chosen by the Prime Minist
and, if he helds no portfolio,
is an honorary

|
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When Mr Pertini. who is s::.‘,
|

|

{

[

was elected summer. it
was predic vd that he would be
the most energetic and uncon-
ventional President the Repub-
lic h had. His decision |
Vesterday was without prece- |
dent. and also was his lasl‘L

attempt 1o avoid early elec
tions.
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a.,@m in final bid to stave off a spring election

premier designate would then despite protestations of horror sioner, who was clecled to week, will not help the Ttalian

¢ round the politic

. the findinga

lian 1' me Minister, stalemate which has seemed to be consigned 1o defeat. at-the prospect from all major Parliament on a PCI  list  authorities to 1 ]v the tireat

unde: 1o fomn a make elections a certainty. But while the Cmmnunis\s i had secmed hourly although he is not a meamber of of a new upsurze in inflation,
the party. to which a number of indicators

nment o Igverything now depends on  have indicated they could go
v vote of confidence, whether Si Andreotti can along with a government con S ertini  however, ' has In that

in a final bid'to +off a pre- break the deadlock between the taining non-PCI  left-wingers, insisted all along that it is his Minister-des
malture ¢ clection this Communists (PCD and Chris- the Christian Democrats have duty to explore every means of able to build
spring. tian l): mocrats. This in turn hitherto flatly refused to coun- avo ding them, and yesterday's backed by Chr
And in a move which repre- ¢ the higgest {enance the idea, on the grounds evenls are seen as .his al Republicans
agree on the key such  Ministers  would attempt to hold the politicians and Socialists,

the Prime drawn attention In 1
nate  would  he

n administration

This risk Is welghing heavily
on the chances of the current | |
'urnmuic cavery  lasting
Istat, the

W2

fitue of two loftwing indepen- merely  be  “camouflaged” to their word. wo likely Communist abstention. reported a
ot Ministers in “the mew Communists. sequences of events remain. 16 he fails, Sig, Andreotti is 3 S ah ol 4 pen eenyim

Gt t The  remomination of Sig.  Bither Siz. Andreotti in the nonctheless commitied (o sub- Jann ATy ¥
industrial output last nieht, and

consultations with mitting whatever government

yesterday made Andreotti came after 48 hours course of his
articipation in the new of feverish activity “here, which the partic the outgzoing he can form fo a vote. In the < S
vovermment conditional on the showed the impossibility of Parliamentary majority will win event of Rfost. his stdbornt that the upswing wiilicontinhig
lependents. It rcbuilding a variant of the old approval for a government con- administration wonld then have - Mnlmid-197 <
ticipate, there Centre-Left formula, including taining left-wing independents, the task of organising oh-uinm, The recent rapid increase in
a u-mplvlv ) way in which either the Socialists, hu\ w|lh l]lc one of whom almost certainly for which the date of May 6 has both wholesale and retall prices,

Il offers the fast (nmmumsl\ or Socialists could Communists 1. would be Sig. Altiero Spinelli, becn widely pencilied in. howeyer, makes the prospects
striclly limited, of back  Sig.  Andreotti. The General cleulons in cnrly Vlay. the former Italian EEC Curnnns- The crisis, now into its sixth thereafter uncertain.

orders in hand make it likely

former President,
1 1( der

Perlini

cutting dated



