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1. In the last sentence of paragraph 3 of our telegram No 126 we said

that a three-party Christian Democrat (DC )/Republican(PRI )/Social Democrat
(PSDI) government might in theory obtain a majority in Parliament even with
the Socialists (PSI) in opposition. To help explain the Parliamentary
arithmetic, it might be useful to you to have the enclosed two tables from
today's Corriere della Sera. These show how the majorities might theoretically
be made up in the two Chambers. You will see that in both cases the majority
depends on the National Democrats (D.Naz.), the group which broke away two
years ago from the Neofascist MSI and has 9 seats in the Senate and 17 in the
Chamber of Deputies. Since the National Democrats stand to be virtually
eliminated in an election they are keen to do anything to keep the present
Parliament in being.

2. It is as well to stress the word "theoretically" about these tables.
Italian party discipline is notoriously bad, and there are always many more
rebels against the party line than there would be in, say, a vote of confidence
in the House of Commons. However, assuming that the PSI has at least its

fair share of rebels (a safe assump’cion!), who would presumably abstain rather
than vote in favour or against, this would if anything tend to increase the
size of the majority.
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