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1. ANDREOTT! PRESENTED THE LIST OF NAMES OF HiS NEW THREE-PARTY.
(CHRUSTIAN DEMOCRAT/REPUBLICAN/SOCIAL DEMOCRAT) GOVERNMENT TO
PRESIDENT PERTINI ON 20 MARCH, MOST ©F THE.|MPORTANT PORTFOLJ0OS
REMAIN UNCHANGED ( INCLUDING FOREIGN AFFAIRS, DEFENGE, INTERIOR,
FINANGE, TREASURY AND AGRICULTURE). -BUT SEVEN FORMER CHRISTIAN
DEMOCRAT MINISTERS HAVE BEEN DROPPED, INCLUDING THE TWO NON-
PARL | AMENTARY TECHNIGIANS OSSOLA AND PRCDI. THE SEVEN NEW MINISTERS
RE THREE RUPUBLICANS — LA MALFA (DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND

GET), SPADOLINI (EDUCATION) AND COMPAGNA (PUBLIC WCRKS) — AND
FOUR SOCIAL DEMOCRATS — DI GIES|] (THE SOUTH), PRETI (TRANSPORT

AND MERCHANT MAVY), NICOLAZZ1 (IMDUSTRY) AND ARIOSTO (TOURISH)«

THE COMPLETE LIST IS IN MIFT,

2. |7 IS WIDELY ASSUMED THAT THIS NEW GOVERNMENT (ANDRECTTI?*S
FIFTH) WILL MERELY SERVE AS A BRIDGE UNTIL EARLY ELECTIONS.
COMMENT ON THE APPOINTMENTS HAS SO FAR BEEN CORRESPONDINGLY

MITED, THERE IS, HOWEVER, SOME CARPING FROM THE LEFT ABOUT THE
*IUNPRESENTABILITY?? OF THE NEW MINISTERS, PARTICULARLY THE

FOUR SOCHAL DEMOCRATS ( WHO ARE INDEED A PRETTY UNDISTINGUISHED
GROUP), AND ABOUT THE FACT THAT THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT FACTION
LEADERS HAVE BEEN ALLOWED TO KEEP THEIR JOBS TO THE EXCLUSION OF
THE TWO ?*TECHNICIANS?? -(WHICH WAS PERHAPS THE ONLY REAL SURPRISE
ABOUT THE LIST).
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3. AFTER ANMNOUNCING HIS NEW GOVERNMENT ANDREOTT! SAID THAT |f
WOULD PRESENT ITSELF TO PARLIAMENT- *?WITHIN THE TEN DAYS LAID

DOWN BY THE CONSTITUTION’’. THE PRECISE TIMETABLE REMAINS
UNCERTAIN, BUT IT 1S EXPECTED THAT A DEBATE ON A MOTION OF
CONFIDENCE WILL START ON ABOUT 29 OR 37 MARCH, WITH THE VOTE
TALING PLACE ON ABOUT 2 APRIL. ASSUMING THE VOTE IS LOST,

THIS WOULD ALLOV A GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD AT THE SAME TIME
AS THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS ON 10 JUNE.

4 1T STILL CANNOT BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED (FOR REASONS EXPLAINED
IN PARA 3 OF MY TUR) THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT WILL NOT OBTAIN A
VOTE OF CONEIDENCE IN PARLIAMENT. BUT THE CHANCES OF SOCIALIST
ABSTENTIONS APPEAR TO HAVE RECEDED STILL FURTHER FOLLOWING THE
CANCELLATION YESTERDAY (20 MARCH) BY CRAX) OF A PLANNED MEETING
BETWEEN THE SOCIALISTS AND CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS. CRAXI SAID THAP
IT YOULD NOW BE POINTLESS TO HOLD SUCH A MEETING SINCE THE :
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS HAD PRODUCED A GOVERNMENT *?MERELY TO MANAGE
THE ELECTIONS??, :
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