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We thought you would like to see the generous message sent to
Rear Admiral Cecil by Angelo la lMarte, the Italian Chargé.

Angelo is a good friend of ours and it is kind of him to write

as he has. The problems he alluded to in his letter concern the
preremptory dismissal of the Italian Military Mission from Iialta.
This Mission, much akin to the Specialist Team Royal Engineers
which left Malta in November 1977, has contributed a good deal
to several infastructural developments over the past years and
has now been given its marching orders in retaliation for Italy's
unco-operative attitude to Malta's "need" for economic support
after 31 March.

2 When the Italians first had the intimation that they had to
be out by 29 March, they thought that by skillful footwork they
could delay their departure, perhaps to a more propitious oA
by which time Mr WMintoff could change his mind. General Poli-
was sent from Rome for this purpose. He learnt from Lorry Sant
that the Italian Mission's departure was in deference to the
wishes of Colonel Qadhafi as iuch as any other reason. No stay
of departure was granted and the ilission found to their discom-
forture that Mr Mintoff's deadline on this occasion was immvt-
/ able. I enclose a press cutting which, at the end, gives a glimss
of the Italian Mission's feeling.
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AMBASCLYTA T ITALIA
Malta, 27th March 1979

Dear Admiral,

I feel in duty bound to apologise for
not attending yesterday night's reception on beard
the HMS London. Questions very much akin to those
you have experienced in recent times have prevented
me from doing sO.

I take this opportunity, omn the eve of
your and British Forces's departure from Malta, to
express my admiration for the extreme dignity and
distinction which have characterized your commander=
ship under such difficult circumstances and my
sadness in seeing the Army, Navy and Air Forces of .
a friendly and allied Country to jeave the shores
of this Island. We shall miss you as will = I am
sure - a large section of people in Malta.

Cordially yours,

A. La Marte
Cchargé d'Affalres a.i.

Rear Admiral O.N.A. Cecil
Commander
British Forces
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