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ELNO 226: ITALIAN POLITICAL SITUATION
1. The resumption of political activity after the August sSummer

shown all the main political parties more than usually

about the direction in which their political relation—
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3. In more detail, developments in each of the main parties

J over the last few weeks have been as follows: |

e

(a) ‘The DC National Council met in Rome from 4/7 September.
The main outcome of this meeting was Zaccagnini's

ammouncement that at the forthcoming Farty Congress he

_did not intend to offer himself for re-election to the

; : This provoked a fl\x'rry.of

Andreotti,

-Party Secretaryship:
speculation about possible successors.
Ficcoli and Forlani were the names most often
mentioned, though some observers believe that Andreotti
may be holding himself back in readiness for the
Presidency of the Republic if Signor Periini dies during
Behind the contest for the Secretary-

his term of office.
ship lies the whole guestion of the DC's future relations
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This line provocked a sharp public riposte

he FSI Secretary, Craxi, to the effect that if the
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/ (b) Apart from the joint PSI/PCI communigue of

M 20 Beptember, interest has inainly focussed on .
" ' Berlinguer's speech on 16 September (para 2 above).

The main theme was that the PCI's function was not

to rescue the capitalist system but to open the way
to a new and better society. He said little about

the nistoric compromise, and defined Eurc-cemmunism
.as "an effort tg open in Western Europe a way of
_Socialiet trangormation based on full rcsbecé for
i democracy and all liberbties". He strongly defended
! democratic centralism as a system which set the FCI

' apart as more democratic tkan other rties (a change

of tack from his Rina y article in August, when he
sought to argue that democratic centr 2lism was a feature
which the PCI bhad.in common with other parties). He did

not refer specifically to his recent visit tothe Sovietbt

Union, but said that while the PCI would not simply

follow the Soviet model it also refused %o make

cpportunistic concessions ("against the wishes of
millions of workers") to those why system ratically o
denigrated the Socialist countries. £11 this, together

with his vemarks a2bout the tough 1line the PCI would take
1
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example, been signs of disagreement recently between

Craxi and hik Vice-Secretary, who comes

from the traditional left wing of the party.) R"(H

events the meetbir to have been a success 10UC

hort—term, in the sense that th

Craxi, at least in &

(<!
PSI have now collectively buried themtchet with the PCI
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