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ITALIAN POLITICAL SITUATION

1. ONE DOMESTIC SUBJECT WHICH WILL BE ON SIGNOR COSSIGA’S MIND

WHEN HE ARRIVES IN LONDON TODAY |S THE PACKAGE OF ANTI-TERRORIST
MEASURES WHICH IS CURRENTLY UNDER DISCUSSION IN PARLIAMENT.

IN THE FACE OF FILIBUSTERING BY THE FAR-LEFT RADICALS, SIGNOR

COSSIGA WAS OBLIGED TO ANNOUNCE YESTERDAY EVENING THAT THE VOTE

ON THE MEASURES WILL BE A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE. HE STRESSED THAT THIS
WAS BEING DONE FOR PURELY TECHNICAL REASONS IN ORDER TO LIMIT DEBATE
(SINCE EACH SPEAKER WILL NOW BE LIMITED TO ONE INTERVENT ION)

AND ENSURE THAT THE MEASURES ARE PASSED INTO LAW BEFORE THEIR

EXPIRY ON 14 FEBRUARY.

2, IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT THE COMMUNISTS AND SOCIALISTS WILL

WANT TO ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES WITH FRINGE ELEMENTS OF THE FAR-LEFT
AND FAR-RIGHT IN ORDER TO BRING THE GOVERNMENT DOWN ON THIS ISSUE.
NEVERTHELESS THE VOTE OF CONFIDENCE WHICH IS EXPECTED TO TAKE

PLACE IN 4 OR 5 DAYS TIME, INTRODUCES A NEW ELEMENT OF UNCERTAINTY.
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