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1. SI GIIOR CO SS I GA HAll aED I N HI S RESI GNATI ON ON ·19 MARCH. 

HE DID NOT WAIT TO BE DEFE ATED Itl A FORMAL VOTE. SUT DREW THE 

COil SE QUENC ES FROM A CONFI DENCE DEBATE I II PARLI AMENT WHEII THE 

SOCI ALI STS AND REP UBL I CANS MADE CLEAR THAT THEY WERE II ITHDRAWI NG 

TH EI R ABSTENTI ONS, THI S ''' AK IIlG DEFEAT I NEV ITABLE. 

PR ESIDE NT PERTI NI WILL STAR T HI S CO~SULTATI ON S TODAY ABOUT THE 

FOR'I ATlON OF A IIEW GOV ERNMENT. HE MAY GI VE THE FI RST MAND ATE 

AGAI N TO SI QNOR COSSI GA AS EARL Y AS TlitS WEE KEND. 

~"II'/HILE, SI GNOR COS SI GA AND HIS MI NI STERS WILL CONTINUE IN 

OFFI CE UNTIL A NEW GOVER I~I< ENT I S FORMED. 

2. I/HILE THE PARLI A" ENTARY DEBATE WAS I N PROGRESS NEIlS CA/1E 

IN TH AT ANOTHER MAGISTRATE HAD BEEN ASSASSI NATED. THIS WAS THE 

THI RD IN FOUR DAYS. ALTHOUGH THIS LATEST , ' AVE OF VIOLENCE I S 

lilT THE CAUSE OF THE GOVERNMENT' S FALL, THE STEPP I NG UP OF THE 

TERR ORIST CAMP AI GII MAY BE RELATED TO THE POLITICAL CRISIS. 

SI GNOR COSSIGA CALLED I N HIS SPEECH I N PARLI AMENT FOR A CONTIN­

UATIOI. OF THE POLICY OF STRENGTHENI I1G THE SECURITY FORCES AND FOR 

PUBLIC SOLIDARITY AGA ItIST THE TERRORISTS. THI S WILL CLEARLY BE 

A PRIORITY I SSUE FACING ANY I NCOM I NG GOVERNMENT. 

FCO PLEASE PASS SAVI NG ADDEES. 
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