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,.y TELNO 222 : ITALIAN POLITICAL SITUAT ION 

1. PRESI DENT PERTINI GAVE SI GNOR COSSIGA A MANDATE TO FORM 

A NEW GOVERNMENT 011 23 MARCH. nOTH PERTINI AND COSSIGA SEEM TO 

HAVE INJECTED A SENSE OF URGEIICY INTO THE PROCESS. 

COSS I GA MADE CLEAR I N ACCEPTIIlG THE MANDATE THAT HE WOULD START 

HI S CON SULTATIONS WITHOUT DELAY. THERE >IRE ALSO AN I NCREAS I NG 

IIUMB ER OF PUBLIC REFERENCES TO THE I NTERNAT I ONAL ARGUMENTS I N 

FAVOUR OF AN EARL Y SOLUTI ON TO THE CR I SIS. 

2. ONE FACTOR IIH ICH MAY HELP TOWARDS AN EARLY SOLUTION IS THAT 

THE SOCIALIST PARTY SECRETARY, CRAXI , SEEMS TO HAVE WON THE 

LATEST ROUND AGAINST THE LEFT-WING OF HIS PARTY. AT THE PSI 

CENTRAL COr<MITTEE ON 2~/21 MARCH THE PARTY ACCEPTED THE PRINCIPLE 

OF PSI ENTRY I NTO GOVERNMENT, SUBJECT TO CERTAIII BROAD CONDITIOIIS 

ABOUT THE SHAPE OF THE GOVERNMENT' S PROGRAMME. 

<01'1< 15 SHOULD EASE THE WAY TOIIARDS THE CREATION OF A COAliT ION 

, OF ONE OF THE TYPES MENTIONED IN PARA 3 OF MY TELNO 220 , OR 

pOSS IBLY OF A 2-PARTY (DC-PSI) COALIT I ON . BUT IT IS TOO EARLY 

YET TO SAY WHAT 'A ILL EMERGE OR HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE . 

3. SEE MIFT. 
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