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MY TELNO 3511 ITALIAN INTERNAL SITUATION 

1. AS 'REPORTED IN , TELECON ,GOODI SON/GLADSTONE, A SUDDEN DOMESTIC 
CRISIS 'HAS AR.lSEN IN ITALY • • THE ,YOUNG SON OF DONAT-CATTIN, 
DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE CHR i sTIAN DEMOCRAT PARTY AND 
A FORMER MINISTER, HAS BEEN PINPOIlITED BY THE RECENT CONFESSION " 
CF A TERROR I ST NOW IN PR I SON AS A MEMBER OF A TERROR I ST GROUP ; ' 

ANOTHER TERROR I ST NOW IN PR I SON HAS ALLEGED THAT NOT ONLY 
DONAT-CATTIN BUT ALSO COSSIGA' THE PRIME MINISTER; HAVE BEEN 
AIDING AND ABETTiNG THIS YOUNG MAN TO HIDE FROM JUSTiCE. 

1HE PRIME MiNISTER, AT THE REQUEST OF THE MAGISTRATES; HAS BEEN 
INTERROGATED BY A PARLIAMENTARY COMMiSSION ON TH 'IS TOPIC OIl 33 

HAY. 

1HE OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC (WHO IS 

AT PRESENT IN BARCELONA) HAS BEEN QUOTED AS SAYING THAT IF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION IS NOT SATISFIED WITH THE PRI ME MINISTER'S 

AIISWERS THE PRESIDENT OF, THE REPUBLIC WILL EXPECT HIM TO RESIGN. 
BlIT THE PRESIDENT HAS .,PARENTly SUBSEQUENTLY SAID THAT HE ;AVE NO 

SlCH AUTHORITY FOR SUCH A STATEMENT. 

2. THE NORMAL OUTCOME OF SUCH A SCANDAL iN ITALY WOULD NOT Bi 
THE RESIGNATiON OF THE' PR 'iM£ MINISTER. iT ALL LOOKS VERY MUCH 

LiKE A STORM iN A TEACUP, AND ITS TiMING MAY WELL BE CONNECTED 

WITH THE FORTHCOMING ,LOCAL ELECTIONS ON B JUNE. THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY'S ASSESSMENT, AS OF THIS EVENING, IS THAT COSSIGA WILL 

9JRVIVE. 
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3. ON THE OTHER HAND, PRES IDENT PERTINI HAS FOR SOME TIME MADE 
IT CLEAR THAT HE IS ANXIOUS TO IMPOSE HIGHER STANDARDS IN 
ITALI AN PUBLIC LIFE AND HE MAY YET DEMAND COSSIGA'S HEAD. 
WE UNDERSTAND FIIOH COSSIGA 'S OFFICE THAT A DECISION MAY BE TAKEN 
WITHIN A FEW HOURS BY THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION. EVEN IF 

lHE "AJORITY SUI'PORTS THE PRIME MINISTER, A SUBSTANTIAL MINORITY 

lOre WOULD WEAKEN His I'OSITI ON AND DAMAGE THE PROSPECTS Of'THE 
CHRISTIAN D!MOCRAT PARTY IN THE ELECTIONS, 

4. IF COSSIGA WERE OBLIGED TO RESIGN IT IS QUITE LIKELY THAT THE 
FORMATION OF A NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD TAKE SOME TIME AND THAT 

COSSIGA WOULD PRESIDE, AS AN OUTGOING PRIME "'N'STER, OVER THE 
'TWO VENICE SUMMITS. 

5. FCO PLEASE PASS SAVING ADDRESSEES. 
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