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1. IN LOCAL ELECTI ONS ON 8- 9 JU" E TH. ADM "II STRATI ONS OF ~OST 

OF ITALY' S REG JO:'! S , PRO VINCES AriD CC,..;o"UNES ~E RE UP f OR R?N EWAL 

FOR THE F IRST TI ME SI NCE 1975 . THE PROV HICI AL A ~D CO~~UNAL 

RE SULTS ARE ST ILL Co:-t I UG IN, nUT IT I S CLEAR FRO"') THE FI NAL 

RE SULTS I N THE REG I ONSTHAT THERE HAS BEEN A ~'ODERAT. DECLINE 

IH THE COi~UN I ST VOTE (31 . ;';) AS CO:'PAR ED WITH THE I~ STRCIIG 

SHOWI NG IN 1975 (\iHEN THF:Y SC:l~ED JJ .4~) A,m WITH THE GEN<RAL 

ELECT ION I N 197901 . 8jC ). THE CHRI STIAII DEI10CRATS (J< . e~ ) AN~ THE 

S.~ALL CENTRE PARTI ES HAVE HELD UP \iELL . T~E seCI ALI STS (1 2 . 7~ ) 

HAVE S I GN IFICANTLY IMPROVED ON THEIR PERFORIWJC. I N eOTH 

PREVI OUS £LECTIONS. THE ·TURN OUT WAS 88 .5%, DOWN J\'! ON 1975. 

2. LOCAL I SSUES PL AYED A VER Y SMALL PA~T I N THE ELECTI ONS , 

'MltICH ~ERE SEEN E ~ SEHT I ALLY AS A VOTE OF CONFIDE,ICE I N THE 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT . THE FAVOURABLE OUTce" E FOR THE THREE 

COALI TION P._;;TIES I S TH US LIKELY TO . I VE A CO~SI CERA2LE BOOST 

TO THE PRESENT GOVER'ME'.T AND TO S I :;NOR COSS I GA PERSOIIALLY . 

THE COMMu~nST ATTACK ON COSSI GA OVE~ TH£ DCNAT-CATTI N AF F")' IR 

( i'oYTEL S NRS 36J AND J64) COES "OT APPEAR TO HAVE HAD AN Y 

SI GNI F I CANT ACVERSE .FFECT ON THE CHR IST I AN DEMOCRAT VOTe 

(~P 1.5;( Ofl ~975) AND MAY ~VEN ~AVE BROUGHT I N SO~E SY~PATHY 

VOTES. IT I S THOUGHT LI KELY TH AT THE AFFAI R \I I LL NOli 01 "- DO'ri" 

FOR THE TI ME BEI NG, PROBABL Y AT L.AST UNTIL THE AUTUT<" . THE 

MARKED SUCCESS OF THE SOC I AL I SIS SHOULD STREtiGTHEN CRAX I 'S 

HAND AG AI NST THE LEFT ~ I NG OF HIS PARTY, THUS REDUCI NG THE RISK -

OF AN EARL Y UPSET OF THE CeSSI GA CO.' LlTl atl . 

J . OF THE OPPOS ITI OII PART IES THE S''oALL LI EERAL PARTY DID 

QUI TE WELL , REFLECT I NG THE HIGH PERSONAL STAND ING OF ITS LEADER 

ZANON£' FOR THE T I ME BE I NG THERE I S LITTLE POSS I B I L1TY OF 

EI THER THE LI BERALS OR THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS BEING BROUGHT IIITO 

TH E COAL ITI ON BECAUSE OF THE SOCIALI STS ' REFUSAL TO JCI N I N 

GOVERNMENT li lTH PARTIES OF SUCH CLEAR AI:T I-CO~.'UN I ST · V I E\/S. 

BUT I N THE LONGER TERM, IF THE SOC IAL IST SUCCESS ENABLES 

CRAXI TO ESTABLI SH HI S AUTHORITY OVER HIS LEFT WI NG, TODAY ' S ' 

RE5UL TS COULD PO I NT TIl E WAY TO'dAROS THE CREAT rON OF A r<CRE 

BROADLY BASED NON~OMt' UN I 5T ALL! AN CE. 

4 . AT THE REG IONAL LEVEL, THE cor<HUN I STS WI LL NO LONGER BE THE 

LARGEST PARTY I N THE PIEDMONT OR LAZIO (THE REGI ON ABOUT ·ROME ) . 

AND WILL PROBABLY AL SO LOSE CONTROL OF L·I GURIA. 
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5. ITALIAN COI'HE~TATCRS ~RE :'IMI.~'; MUCH OF WE FACT THAT THE 

~C:'-YOTERS, PLUS THOSE ~HO RECORDED SPOILT Or. BLMK PAPERS, 

TOGETHER A.DDED UP TO 17~. ,"'~'" I NG TH£I~ TH!Z Tn I RO LA~CEST " Pfl.RT Y" 

AFTER THEe CHRISTIAIi DE:~CCRATS AND THE COII1"UNISTS. ~N 68 . 5\\ 

TURNOUT, ALTHOUGH HIGH BY ,,"OST Eur.OPE~1J STA'DARDS , IS IN F ~CT 

A RECORD LOll IN AN ITALIAIl "E310NAL ELseTION . I T IS GE~ERAL LY 

UNtE"S,OOI) THAT THERE ~H SE ADMINISTRATI'IE pnALTIES FOR THGSE 

l..+lO DO NOT VOTE. THE IW!<1E~ti OF AE3TEr-.Tlcr~s \iILL HA'/E SEEN S\.JOL!...Eff 

TH 15 T I XE av THE RAJ ICAl PA~TY, WHO URGED THE I R S!,!?PORTEi15 

TO RECORD aLA~'K VeT'ES I I T ALSO SUCG£STS SCi"E DIS IlLUS' QNMEra 

~MC"'G THEELECTORATE A;;OUT THE ~UALITY OF THE CHOICES OFFE?ED TO 

THE~. '.>IHATEVER THE POPULAR ; ,OOD, THE YOTES HAVE ESEN CAST I Ii 

A .. AY HELPFUL TO THE COSS I GA GOY<R~J~EI!T. eoss IGA H I MS~LF THUS 

GETS A WELCO~;E BoeST BEFORE THE VE~" CEO I~EET I NGS . 
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