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TANK PROCUREMENT POLICY Mﬂ

We spoke about the Parliamentary announcement which my
Secretary of State is making this afternoon concerning changes
in the Army's tank procurement policy, and about a replacement
Armoured Personnel Carrier. It was originally envisaged
(in Sir Robert Armstr ng's minute of 7th July to Mr Whitmore)
that these announcements would be made tomorrow, Tuesday, but
since that is a day on which we are top tor Questions Mr Pym
felt it would be only courteous to the House to make the
announcement before then. Although there are no direct links
with the questions put down for Oral answer tomorrow 1t is
po ssible that the Newcastle MPs may wish o press my Secretary
of State tomorrow about the position of Vickers as a tank producer.

I attach a copy of the text of two Written An.wers which
Mr Pym has approved. These have been telegraphed to posts in
Washington, Bonn and Paris and to UK Delegation NATO, Brussels,
Mr Pym will also be writing to Sir Peter Matthews, Chairman of
Vickers and to the Newcastle MPs,

I am sorry that you did not have earlier notice of these texts,

N J Sanders Esq




QUESTIONS

A.. VMR _CRANLEY ONSLOW (CONSERVATI VE) (WOKING)

N

Mr Onslow To ask the Secret ary of State for
Defence, ifi he v171 make a statement
on tank procurement and deployment
policy for the Arawy.

MR_WARREN HAWKSLEY (CONSERVATIVE) (THE WREKIN)

Mr Hawksley To ask the Secretary of qLdLG for
Defence, what plans he has to meel the

Arnmy's reguirement for a replacement.
armoured poruonnal carrier,
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