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Message to mark the retirement of
Mr Kosygin

B

Mr Kosygin's retirement at his own request comes after the
exceptionally long period of 16 years as Soviet Prime Minister.
There is no reason to believe that it is due to anything other
than ill health, which was the reason President Brezhnev gave
when making the announcement: Kosygin has had a series of
heart attacks since 1976, most recently in 1979. As a result, he
has probably had little influence on Soviet policy making in
the last year or so.

It seems likely that many world leaders, including major
Western leaders, will send messages to mark Kosygin's retirement.
Kosygin has been closely associated over the years with British/
Soviet relations and has visited the UK twice, in 1955 and 1967.
The Prime Minister will remember meeting him at Moscow airport on

lher way to Tokyo in June 1979. HM Ambassador at Moscow has

recommended that the Prime Minister send a message to mark
Kosygin's retirement. Lord Carrington agrees that this would be
appropriate. He thinks that the best way of doing this would

be for the Prime Minister to address her message to Kosygin's
successor as Prime Minister, Mr Tikhonov. The message would
then both congratulate Tikhonov on his appointment and convey
good wishes to Kosygin.

I enclose a draft for the Prime Minister's consideration.
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(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
London
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO MR NIKOLAI ALEXANDROVICH
TIKHONOV, CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE USSR

I send you my congratulations on your
appointment as Chairman of the Council of Ministers
of the USSR.

I shall be grateful if you will transmit to Mr Kosygin
my hope that he will quickly recover his health. I
remember with appreciation the courtesy he showed to me
during my brief stop at Moscow airport in June last year,
and I am sure that the many British Ministers who worked with
him during his long and distinguished career will wish
to join me in expressing good wishes to him in his

retirement.
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21 November,1980

Thank you for your letter of 21 November.,
I have brought the enclosed message from the
Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the
USSR,to the Prime Minister's immediate attention.

Monsieur V N Keline

(Embassy of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics)




mrz/ " November, 1980

Dear lMr.Alexander,

I have the pleasure to transmit

the enclosed message of Mr.N.A.Tikhonov,
the Chairman of

the Council of Ministers
of the USSR,

to the Rt.Hon.,Mrs.M,Thatcher,
Prime Minister of Great Britain.

Yours sincerely,

j/éfégegﬁJb*4L——*

.Keline
Charge d'Affaires a.i.
of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics

Mr.M, Alexander,

Prime Minister's Office,
10 Downing Street,
London




Her Excellency Mrs

" I

Prime Minister of

10 Downing Street

London

Thank you for your congratulations on the occasion of

the post of Chairman of the Council of

Republics.

Union of Soviet Socialist

Moscow,
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R.M.J. Lyne, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




