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I have seen a copy of John Noti minute to you of B4 November’on
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the above.

S Several of the issues which he raises are directly relevant to
Northern Ireland and iope that there will be further discussion of
these before final decisions are taken. The general position which
we adopt on the MFA is of course very important to a region with
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such a la‘p. extile othing stake as Northern Ireland; but I am
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most y concerned about the quotas on imports of American

for employment and capacity of

American bedlinen.
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setbacks the employment provided by
to Northern Ireland
being anxious to
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renew the quotas (Hoechs Br sh Enkalon and Cc _tqulus) all

—
2.0 R -
ffected

operate plants in the vince and 21l have € versely a
by the current market condition ohn mi nmte discusses the
quota question in a wide context But SjVEH the Northern Ireland
situation with which m dealing 18t have regard to the
immediacy of it; employment implications ﬂnd I ask that every possilbe
step should 1 to help maintain a as possible of the
region's MMF *r;1"ﬁr* and of the 3,90( j which it provides (jobs
which in present circumstances could e replaced) - bearing in

mind that 2,000 jobs at British Enkalon alone are currently at
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serious risk end the Company's continued presence in NI NI may well
depend on evidence of a constructive policy towards the future of
the industry in the UK. Anything which can be done on quotas would

contribute toward this objective.
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largest and mo: up—to-date factory of its kind in Burope- an
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due in significant part to the Americans
operating at
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area where local mployment rates
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comments about our wider relationship with the United States, but

I SUEﬁest we cannot lightly accept the implications of allowing the

Americans to move toward dominance
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-'s minute.







