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MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO SIGNOR FORLANI

I am happy to be able to tell you that the British
Government have decided to give a substantial number of
British manufactured prefabricated buildings for use by
the survivors of the terrible earthquake which struck
your country in November. I understand that Signor
Zamberletti considers that such buildings would be

particularly welcome.

We envisage that the buildings should be provided
in the first instance for the area in which British aid
has so far been concentrated. The cost of the buildings
and of their transport to Italy will be borne by the
British Government. Our Consulate-General in Naples is already
in close touch with the local authorities as well as with

Signor Zamberletti's organisation and will be responsible

for coordinating with them arrangements for getting the

buildings to the area and installing them there.




DRAFT PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT

In addition to the immediate relief which was
provided by HM Government in the period immediately

following the Italian earthquake, a number of British

manufactured prefabricated buildings for the longer

term relief of the victims are to be provided. The
total cost of the additional aid will be up to £0.5 m.
The arrangements for procurement and transport will be

made by the Crown Agents.

The Italian Government have warmly weclomed this

proposal.
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Do Mitsd,

Italian Earthquake Relief

You wrote to me on 13 January to say that the
Prime Minister had agreed to the proposals for further
relief for the victims of the Italian earthquake
disaster which were set out in my letter of 12 January.
The Crown Agents are proceeding urgently with arrangements
for procurement and shipment of the prefabs.

As envisaged in that letter I now attach a telegram
containing a message which the Prime Minister may wish to
send to the Italian Prime Minister informing him of the
decision. I also attach a draft of a statement which your
Press Office may wish to make once Signor Forlani has
acknowledged the Prime Minister's message. We propose to
instruct Sir Ronald Arculus, in handing over the message,
to seek Italian views on the timing of the announcement.

VA,

(F N Richaradg)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE RELIEF

35 Please convey following message from the
Prime Minister to Signor Forlani.
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transport to Italy will be borne by the British
Government. Our Consulate-General in Naples is
already in close touch with the local authoritieg
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them arrangements for onward transport to the
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ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE RELIEF: DRAFT PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT

i The—Prime-Ministerhasdecided—on—the
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Commonwealth Affadiss. to provide a number of British

manufactured prefabricated buildings for the longer

term relief of the victims of the Italian earthquake,

in addition to the immediate relief which was provided

by the Government in the period immediately following
the earthquake. The total additional amount to be
provided will be up to £0.5 million. The arrangements
for procurement and transport will be made by the

Crown Agents.

25 The Italian Government have warmly welcomed

this proposal:
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