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¥ Copy of the letter to the Prime Minister attached.




Th.e IR orum.of
Private Business
The Co-ordinated Strength of Independent Enterprise

Ruskin Rdoms, Drury Lane, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 OED (Reg. Office) Tel: 0565 4468
SA 7-'/b::-

20 January 1981

he Prime Minister,
Rt. Hon. Margaret

10 Dowvmin

London SV

Th Thatcher, 2.

Pl o

12 Street
J1A 244

e writing to you direct on the importznt issue of your Government's
Pzyment of Sickness scheme s we have exhausted every other avenue.

The problems thic scheme will present to the small businessman zre:-

Von provision of a medical sickness note until after seven deys of siclmess.

2. That it will make the employer resvonsible,without the benefit of mediczal
advice, for deciding vhether or not to pay statutory sickness pay and should
the employer in the eyes of the employee have made a wrong decision, he could
risk being taken to a TRIBUMNAL - perhzps months later.

%e That it will cost the Cx;}oyer3ﬂore in sickness pay than the reimbursement
scheme will cover. :

These fzctors will result in:-

1« An increase in z2bsenteeism due to sickness in the smzller firms.
-
2. The smaller businessman not wanting to take on more fulltime staff.
%. Antagonising the smaller businessman th“ou"ﬂ more paper work and its
associated cost and time.

This scheme in the FORUM'S view will cost the community an extra £22,5aper annum.,

The FORUM hes put: forward sensible alternative proposals which could meet your
Governments objectives, copies of .hlch are enclosed, but we zre nevertheless
informed that the BILL will be published in its present form in mid-February 19€1l.

In the interests of 211 smaller businessmen mzy we ask you to intercede to stop
the damaging parts of this legislation,before the BILL is introduced, so that we
can support you in this matter.

Yours sincerely,

S.A. Mendham
Chief Executive
The Forum of Privzte Business

Enclosurcs.

Directors: S.A. Mendham, C.Eng., M.I.Mech.E.,, M.B.I.M., HW.N. Ambler, B.Sc., M.I.P.M., L.S. Hailes, M.1.H.V.E.
G.H. Mcintosh, M.I.M.C., ACM.A, M.B.I.M,, P.1JLK. Sparrow B.A.(Hons) Cantab, A.G. Wareham.

THE FORUM OF PRIVATE BUSINESS
COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE REGISTERED IN UK No. 1329000
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['he Forum of
Private Business
The Co-ordinated Strength of Independent Enterprise

ALTERNATIVE

iy

RIGHT unless the employee can prove hic case.
lote.
enployers direcily by the PAYE Card.

L

The employer wo 2y ALL sick p2y up to six months.
The employer would deduct Tax and National Insurance,
The employer would be able to deduct.5’ of payroll/year for doing

the work.

The FORUM'S Alternative to DOCTORS MNOTES

Doctors Note > 2 as IOW but employee pays

ramination

increased to 5 )
2s now but NO SSP until

Tne 7ffect of the FORUM's Alternative Method of Reimbursement

Revised Comparative Costs between Present and FORUM Scheme at 1980 prices:
iy

Present Scheme FORUI1 Scheme

Cost @ 1980 B = £416,250,000 £403,763,000
Cost of CS E = 40,000,000 - 40,000, 000

£456,250,000 £443,763,000

GAIN of £12,487,000

Plus tax

revenue £120,000,000
£132,487,000

— s




