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ELECTION OF UN SECI®7::Y CENERAL
TSUMMARY f._

1. THE SECURITY CCO™T HELD FCUR BALLCTS THIS MORNING- (27
CCTGBER) BETWEEN sshag_;zp WALDHE IM. THEY WERE ln””MCLUS|V_.
SALIM CAME CUT THE BCTrzR IN THE FISST ROUND ¥ITH 11 VCTES 70O
ﬂnLuHL!ﬁ*q 13. BUT }% RTCEIVED ONE VETO AND CNE PERMANENT
MEMBER CONTINUED 7O VUTE AGAINST HIM IN THE SUBSECUENT ROUNES.,
BY THE FﬁuaTH ROUNT THE VOTES IN HIS FAVOUR HAD FALLEN

TO SIX. WALDHEIM ALSO PECEIVED ONE VETO (PRESUMABLY FROM CHINA)
IN EACH ROULD BUT THLARL wERE ELEVEN OR TEN PCSITIVE VOTES IN
H1S FAVGUR THRC uer;;:~THE COUNCIL IS TC MEET AGAIN TCMORRCWY
MORNING (28 GCTCBERYS EY WHICH TIME SALIM MAY HAVE WITHDRAWN
ir:_?:izﬁsa_cﬁz-amanigw;g?mvs ENTERED THE RING.
L -




Vil M
" 2. DETAILS OF THE FOUR BALLOTS WERE AS FOLLOWS (P% = PERMANEHT
‘EHBER) : :

SALIM WALDHE M
YES NO ABST  ° YES NO ABST

BALLOT 1

PM*S

HON-PMeS

TOTAL

BALLOT 2
PM S
NCN~PI3? S

TCTAL

BALLCT3
PM*S
NON-PM*S
TCTAL

BALLGT 4
PM*S 1795 4

HON-PM *S 4 6 |
TOTAL P o . N S

3« AFTER THE SECCND BALLOT THE PANAMANTAN PRCPOSED AN ADJOURNMERT
- OF CNE HOUR, THIS WAS CPPOSED BY THZ PHILIPPINES, THE PANAMAN IAN

PRCPOSAL WAS PUT TO THE VCTE AND LOST 6-4-4 WITH CHE MEM3ER NOT

PARTICIPATING, AFTER THE THIRD BALLCT THE PANAMANIAN *PROPOSAL

WAS REVIVED BY MEXICC. AFTER SCME PRCCEDURAL DEBATE IT WAS AGREED

TG HOLD A FCURTH BALLOT AND THEN ADJCURN UNTIL TOMORROW MORN ING,

Lo SINCE THE COUNCIL ADJCURNED THE RUSSIANS HAVE TOLD THE PRESS
THAT THEY DID NOT EXERCISE THEIR VETC, THUS POINTING THE
FINGER AT THE AMERICANS FOR VETOING SAL M, '

PARSONS
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“i4, AS INSTRUCTED, | VOTED FOR WALDHEIM AND ABSTAINED CH SALIM
THROUCHCUT,

9, WE KNCW FROM CLANDESTINE OBSERVATION THAT IT WwAS THE

AMER 1CANS VHG VETCED SALIM. (THE US MISSICN DU NOT KNCW THAT WE
ARE IM NO DOUBT AS TO HCW THEY VOTZD AND IT 1S MOST IMPORTANT
THAT THEY SHOULD HOT KNOW ) I BELIZVE THAT THE OTHER VOTE
AGAINST SALIM CAME FROM THE PHILIPPINES. WE WERE ALSO ABLE TO
OESERVE THAT THE RUSSIANS ABSTAINED ON SALIM THROUGHOUT,

“§T IS CLEAR THEREFCRE THAT THE FRENCH JOINED THE CHINESE

IN VOTING FOR HIM UNTIL THE FCURTH ROUND, WHEN THEY MOVED TC
AN ABSTENTION, IF WE ARE RICHT ABCUT THE PHILIPPINES,. ALL THE
CTHER MEMBERS OF THE CCUNCIL, INCLUDING THE GDR, THUS

VOTED FOR SALIM CN THE FIRST ROUND, BUT THE MAINTENANCE COF
THE VETC AGAINST HIM LED YO RAPID ERCSICN OF H!S SUPPORT IN
ROUNDS 3 &ND &,

3, WALDHEIM?S SUPPORT, BY CONTRAST, REMAINED SCLID AND INCLUDED
FCUR OF THE FIVE PERMANENT MEMRERS (THE FREMCH DCL2LE-VGTED
ON THE FIRST THREE RCUNDS), BUT THE CHINESE VETC REMAINED
FIRM TCC, THE FACT THAT THE CHINESE CCNTINUED TG VETO WALDHE IM
EVEN AFTER THE VCTES IN FAVCUR OF SALIM HAD FALLEX BELOW

NIKE 1N ROUND 3 SUGGESTS THAT THEY ARE DETERMINED TO

MAINTAIN THEIR CPPCSITION TC WALZHE IM UNTIL THE END IN W
CRDER TC EMSURE THE ELECTICN OF A THIRD WCRLD CANDIDATE,

L., } ASSUME THAT SALIM wILL %Now WITHDRAW (CR THAT, If HE DCES
NOT, HE WILL NG LCKGER BE A SERICUS CONTENDEZR) AND

THAT A HUMBER CF THIRD CAMDIDATES wiILL JOIN THE Couv

WE SHALL PROBABLY KCT KEXOw ynNTiL TC?:ICRRC}.' MOFNING

If THEY ARE NUMERCUS, THZRE MAY BE A MCVE TC POSTPON




BALLGT IG FOR A WHILE. BUT, THE FlR ST BALLCT TCMCRROW IS
BETWEEN WALDHEIM, PEREZ DE cuc LLAR, ORTIZ DA RCSAS AND RAMPHAL
WITH CR WITHOUT SALIM. | WOULD PRO PUSE, FOLLCWING MY TELEPRONE
CONVERSATICH WITH WILL|AMS TCDAY, TC VOTE FCR THE FIRST Tu0
ARD TC ABSTAIN CH THE OTHERS IN THE EARLY TCU“TB BUT STOP

==t
FCR WALDMHEIM IF LS VOTE FALLS RELQ ME. 1 WOULD

START VOTING FOR ¢ RT1Z DA HLQAC, AS WELL
CthLRP IF HE BEGINS TO SCORE SUBSTANTIALLY
> ELLAR,
Be QL!LRNAT'VELY l WOULD BE QulITE HAPPY, IN THE LIGHT OF
PARAGRAFH 2 OF youn TELNG 646, TC VOTE FRO M THE CUTSET FOR
CRTIZ DA ROSAS, AS WELL 2sS WALDHE IM AND DL CULLLHH. AS YCU
KNCU, | HAVE A SLIGHT PERSCNAL PREF fD.J E FOR DZ CUELLAR, 1

THINK THAT, IF ELEVATED TC THE SECRTTAR CENERALSHIP, HE
WOULD BE LESS LIKELY To BE PCMPOUS rna TARFHY THA% CRTI1Z D2
ROSAS. BUT BOTH ARE ANGLOPHILES anD M2 ENSZ AND
MODERATICH. THERE IS LITTLE T t0 CHCQSE

PARSCNS
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1. YOU WILL WISH TO KNOW THAT WALDHEIM HAS TWICE TELEPHONED
eoat T URGE COMMUBITY GOVERHMENTS ON GROUNDS OF EUROPEAN
sOLIDARITY TO VOTE FOR HiM. THORH TCOX THE LINE THAT THIS

1S KOT THE COMMISSION’S BUSINESS, BUT THAT HE WUlp pass

THE MESSAGE TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE IN HIS PRESIDENCY CAPACITY.
1P ARENTLY, WALDHELM BETRAYED AUXIETY THAT SALIM MIGHT GET HIHE
\GTES O THE F1RST ROUND. HE THOUGHT THAT HE WOULD BE VETOED,

-

BUT HE COULD HOT EE SURE.

™

pS/MR HURD LORD N GORDON LENRNOX

THOMAS

RN




é )
R ce P3)puc
Mr Goodisbn {Jl&»ﬂ{}cﬂaﬁﬁ_

ELECTION OF THE UN SECRETARY-GENERAL

PROBLEM

1. 1In his telegrams 1118 and 1119 Sir A Parsons has reported on
yesterday's deadlock in the Security Council and made recommenda-

tions about how he should vote today.

RECOMMENDATION

2. I submit a draft telegram of instructions.

ARGUMENT

3. Theﬁanmy be some garbling in paragraph 4 of Sir A Parsons'
second telegram. In view of the possibility of a number of

third candidates joining the'contest, it is not clear why he Stral%e-
assumed that the first ballot would be between the 4/5 named in

the third sentence. This may be just an assumptlon

4. Sir A Parsons proposes to stop voting for Waldheim when his
support dips below nine votes. Given our repeated assurances of
support (and our failure to join in vetoing Salim) Ministers may

prefer to continue to support him until he withdraws. Since we can

vote in parallel for other candidates we would lose little if

anything. The successful candidate would be unlikely to hold this

against us. And there is always the very slight chance that if there

is no egreement on another candidate support for Waldheim could

R
grow again.

v'.'_n

5. 0N Perez de Cuellar the Secretary of State has alreadv de01ded
that we should lean towards him (FCO telegram no 646).

Sir A Parsons has said that he would make an excellent Secretary—

.;General

-1 A

/6. On Oftiz,.;'
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6. On Ortiz, opinions are less clear cut. It is agreed that he

is able, experienced and generally well disposed towards the West.
We are inclined to discount the possibility that he could use the
Secretary-Generalship to embarrass us in any very serious way over
Falklands. We voted for him in 1971. But Mr Ridley, whom the
Private Office consulted last night, while agreeing that Mr Ortiz

is a competent and experienced man, also described him as not
altogether truthful or frustworthy. Sir A Parsons has also expressed
reservations about his personal style. Against this background and
given the Secretary of State's instructiohs that we should lean
towards Perez, it seems better that Sir A Parsons should abstain on .

Ortiz unless and until he establishes a clear lead over Perez.

ﬁ-\u-.r'r
7. Ministers may like to be aware in addition to the possible
L

candidates already named in the correspondence, Prince Sadruddin -

Aga Khan has now arrived in New York from Geneva. Prince Sadruddin
was High Cqmmissioner for Refugees from 1965 to 1977 since when he
has been doing odd jobs for the Secretary-General and running the
'Bellerive' group on nuclear affairs. Successive British Govern-
ments have had a.high opinion of him but it is unlikely that he would
do well in the elections as his wealth and rank might count against

him and he has been rather away from the centre of UN affairs in

recent years.

8. Personality reports on Perez, Ortiz and Prince Sadruddin's

Who's Who entry are attached.

\\}\/\J A \)\.ﬂ-._e:u-v—-.
N CR Williams
United Nations Department

28 October 1981
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