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Election of the United Nations Secretary-General

Thank you for your letter of 17 November with which
you enclosed the text of a message from Mr Malcolm Fraser
to the Prime Minister suggesting that we should switch to
support of Mr Salim.

As you know, President Nyerere had suggested to
Mr Fraser that he should approach the Prime Minister in
this way. Mr Fraser will no doubt pass on to Nyerere the
gist of the Prime Minister's reply.

I enclose a draft reply which follows the line already
taken with Salim himself by Lord Carrington and by our
Permanent Representative in New York.

The draft does not comment directly on Mr Fraser's
assertion that American opposition to Salim is legs firmly,

entrenched fhan Chinese opposition to Waldheim. Our own
\ elief is that neither country 1s likely tO reconsider its

position unless a number of third candidates have been
considered and rejected by the Security Council. You will
have seen that the Council held 8 more rounds of voting on
17 November and the feeling is building up that the Council
must soon proceed to consider other candidates, despite the
opposition that the African Group has hitherto maintained.

We propose to telegraph the text of the Prime Minister's
reply to the High Commissioner in Canberra for delivery.
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(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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SUBJECT:

Thank you for your message about the election of
the United Nations Secretary-General.
I was most interested to have your opinion of

Salim Salim. We also have a high regard for his

abilities. The problem is that African and Middle Eastern
issues continue to dominate the political work of the

United Nations and of the Secretary-General:and it seems

to us that it would be best if, the

for the time being,
Secretary-General were not someone whose background, like
Mr Salim's is so heavily involved in these issues. I
must make it clear that this does not in any way reflect
on his personal integrity or on his determination to be
objective if elected. I have no doubts on these points,
but Mr Salim would inevitably be seen by the world as the
possessor of strong views on these subjects and this could
effect his ability to play the full part that the

Secretary-General should on these very difficult problems.

/As you know,




As you know, the deadlock in the Security Council

continues despite a further 8 rounds of voting. I very
much hope that the Council will succeed in finding a way

forward before long.
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PRIME MINISTER

CANBERRA

M1y Yoo les

I am sure you will understand that we have
been taking a close interest here in the progress of
the UN Secretary-General election.

I was impressed by Salim Salim when I met
him in Melbourne during CHOGM. I think that his
experience, and his own personal qualities, would make
him an excellent Secretary-General.

Australia's close relationship with Salim
began while he was Chairman of the UN Committee of
24 on Decolonization. He acted with firmness and
restraint, and was to a large degree responsible for
the adoption in the Committee of 24 and the General
Assembly of moderate and responsible resolutions on
small territories.

Given the support that has built up for
Salim in the Assembly - support which includes a large
number of friends and allies of the United States -
I am not convinced that the United States is necessarily
committed to maintaining a veto of Salim. On the
other hand, the Chinese veto of Kurt Waldheim seems
firmly entrenched.

I think it would be difficult now for
Waldheim to command the necessary Third World
support to be fully effective in a third term.
On the other hand Salim's prestige as an incoming
Secretary-General would not be impaired by the voting
to date. In these circumstances it would seem a
pity to have to settle on any less attractive third
candidate.




I know that the United Kingdom has not vetoed
Salim. I wonder, however, whether you might not come
to the conclusion that it would be helpful in the present
situation for the United Kingdom to be quite positive
in support of Salim? This might have a significant
effect on other Council members and could be a key to
a satisfactory resolution of the present deadlock.
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The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.,
Prime Minister of Great Britain,
LONDON SW.1l.
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I am sure you will understand that we have
been taking a close interest here in the progress of
the UN Secretary-General election.

I was impressed by Salim Salim when I met
him in Melbourne during CHOGM. I think that his
experience, and his own personal qualities, would make
him an excellent Secretary-General.

Australia's close relationship with Salim
began while he was Chairman of the UN Committee of
24 on Decolonization, He acted with firmness and
restraint, and was to a large degree responsiblz for
the adoption in the Committee of 24 and the General
Assembly of moderate and responsible resolutions on
small territories.

Given the support that has built up for
Salim in the Assembly - support which includes a large
number of friends and allies of the United States -
I am not convinced that the United States is necessarily
committed to maintaining a veto of Salim. On the
other hand, the Chinese veto of Kurt Waldheim seems
firmly entrenched.

I think it would be difficult now for
Waldheim to command the necessary Third World
support to be fully effective in a third term,
On the other hand Salim's prestige as an incoming
Secretary-General would not be impaired by the voting
to date, In these circumstances it would seem a
pity to have to settle on any less attractive third
candidate.




I know that the United Kingdom has not vetoed
Salim. I wonder, however, whether you might not come
to the conclusion that it would be helpful in the present
situation for the United Kingdom to be guite positive
in support of Salim? This might have a significant
effect on other Council members and could be a key to
a satisfactory resolution of the present deadlock.

The Rt. Hon.,Margaret Thatcher, M,P.,
Prime Minister of Great Britain,
LONDON SW.1l.
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On 17 November I wrote to you enclosing
the text of a letter from the Australian Prime
Minister, the Rt Hon. Malcolm Fraser, concerning
Mr Salim's candidature for Secretary-General of
the United Nations.

I now enclose the original of Mr Fraser's
letter.

i
L

R.V. GARLAND

The Rt Hon. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.,
Prime Minister,

No. 10 Downing Street,

LONDON SW1.
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I enclose a copy of a letter which the
Prime Minister has received from the Australian
High Commissioner setting out the terms of a
message to her from Mr. Fraser about the election
of the UN Secretary General.

I should be grateful if you could let me
have as soon as convenient the text of a draft
reply which the Prime Minister might send to
Mr. Fraser,

Roderic Lyné, Esq.,
Foreign apd Commonwealth Office.
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From the Private Secretar) 17 November 1981

I am replying on the Prime Minister's
behalf to your letter to her of 17 November.
The text of the message from Mr. Fraser has,
of course, been brought to the Prime Minister's
immediate attention.

His Excellency The Honourable R.V. Garland
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A telegram from my Prime Minister asks me to convey
to you the following text of a letter, the original of which
is en route by diplomatic bag:

Begins -
"Dear Margaret,

I am sure you will understand that we have been
taking a close interest here in the progress of the
UN Secretary-General election.

I was impressed by Salim Salim when I met him in
Melbourne during CHOGM. I think that his experience,
and his own personal qualities, would make him an
excellent Secretary-General.

Australia's close relationship with Salim began
when he was Chairman of the UN Committee of 24 on
Decolonization. He acted with firmness and restraint,
and was to a large degree responsible for the adoption
in the Committee of 24 and the General Assembly of
moderate and responsible resolutions on small territories.

Given the support that has built up for Salim in the
Assembly - support which includes a large number of friends
and allies of the United States - I am not convinced that
the United States is necessarily committed to maintaining
a veto of Salim. On the other hand, the Chinese veto of
Kurt Waldheim seems firmly entrenched.

I think that it would be difficult now for Waldheim
to command the necessary Third World support to be fully
effective in a third term. On the other hand Salim's
prestige as an incoming Secretary-General would not be
impaired by the voting to date. In these circumstances
it would seem a pity to have to settle on any less
attractive third candidate.
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I know that the United Kingdom has not vetoed
Salim. I wonder, however, whether you might not come
to the conclusion that it would be helpful in the present
situation for the United Kingdom to be quite positive in
support of Salim? This might have a significant effect
on other council members and could be a key to a
satisfactory resolution of the present deadlock.

Yours sincerely,

Malcolm Fraser."

N

GARLAND

The Rt Hon. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.,
Prime Minister,

No. 10 Downing Street,

LONDON SW1.
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ELECTION OF UN SECRETARY-GENERAL

1. ON 7 NOVEMBER PRESIDENT NYERERE ASKED THE AUSTRALIAN
HIGH COMMISSIONER TO SUGGEST TO MR FRASER THAT HE SHOULD
SPEAK TO MRS THATCHER, AND ALSO TO PRESIDENT MARCOS OF
THE PHILIPPINES, TO URGE THEM TO SUPPORT MR SAL|M’S
CANDIDATURE. NYERERE BELIEVED THAT IF WE WERE TO
HANGE OUR VOTE THIS COULD HAVE AN |MPORTANT |NFLUENCE
ON THE AMERICANS. THE HI1GH COMMISSIONER DID NOT YET KNOW
WHAT ACTION IF ANY MR FRASER HAD TAKEN.

o, NYERERE TOLD THE HIGH COMM|SSIONER THAT HE WOULD BE
MAKING A SIMILAR APPROACH TO ME. HOWEVER, IN THE EVENT,
IT WOULD SEEM HE DID NOT FEEL ABLE TO GO SO FAR AS TO
ASK FOR A CHANGE IN OUR VOTE (MY TELNO 333).

3. THE HIGH COMMISSIONER TOLD ME THAT THE AUSTRALIAN
GOVERNMENT STRONGLY FAVOURED SALIM’S CANDIDATURE,
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