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TELEGRAM NUMBER 14¢9 OF 1 DECEMBER,

INFO WASHINGTON, PARIS, DAR ES SALAAM, VIENNA, UKMIS GENEVA. Va

/‘\/.’\/O

MY TEL NO 1395: ELECTION OF UN SECRETARY GENERAL.

1. OTUNNU (UGANDA) HAS BEEN QUICK INTO HIS STRIDE AS PRESIDENT OF THE
. COUNCIL., HE IS SEEING ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL INDIVIDUALLY, PLUS
THE TWO CANDIDATES, TODAY (1 DECEMBER) AND TOMORROW AND TELLING THEM
THAT HE INTENDS TO PROCEED AS FOLLOWS. HE IS CONSCIOUS OF THE URGENCY
BUT ALSO OF THE NEED NOT TO GET THE WRONG DECISICN BY RUSHING THINGS.
HE PLANS A FOUR-STAGE APPROACH. FIRST, HE WILL TRY TO DISCOVER
WHETHER A SPLIT TERM IS A VIABLE OPTION: IF NOT, IT SHOULD BE PUT TO
REST. SECONDLY, HE WILL ENQUIRE OF THE CHINESE AND THE AMERICANS
WHETHER THEIR CPPOSITION TO THE TWO PRESENT CANDIDATES IS IMMUTABLE.
IF SO, HE WILL, THIRDLY, ASK THE TWO CANDIDATES TO STAND ASIDE TEMP-
CRARILY TO ENABLE THE COUNCIL TO CONSIDER ALTERNATIVES. ASSUMING
THAT THEY AGREE, HE WILL, FCURTHLY, UNDERTAKE CONSULTATIONS TO
IDENTIFY A SHORT LIST OF CANDIDATES ON WHOM THE COUNCIL COULD THEN
PROCEED TO VOTE.
2. OTUNNU SAW ME THIS AFTERNOON. | APPLAUDED THE CLARITY OF HIS
ANALYSIS AND SAID THAT | SAW NO DIFFICULTIES AROUT HIS APPROACH. |
SAID UNEQUIVOCALLY THAT THE UK WAS CPPOSED TO A SPLIT TERM: IT WOULD
BE A DEAL UNWORTHY OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL: IT WAS IMPRACTICABLE,
BECAUSE GOVERNMENTS COULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO AGREE NOW TO THE APPO IN-
TMENT IN 1984 OF AN INDIVIDUAL WHO MIGHT BY THEN HAVE BECOME
PERSCNALLY OR POLITICALLY UNACCEPTABLE: MOREOVER, IF CANDIDATE X
WAS UNACCEPTABLE TO CERTAIN GOVERNMENTS NOW, WHAT REASON WwAS THERE TO
BELIEVE THAT HE WOULD BECOME ACCEPTABLE IN TWO OR THREE YEARS' TIME?
FINALLY, THE CANDIDATE WHO SERVED FOR THE FIRST PORTICN OF A SPLIT
TERM WOULD HAVE SEVERELY DIMINISHED AUTHORITY.
3. OTUNNU INDICATED THAT PERSONALLY HE SYMPATHISED WITH THESE VIEWS,
BUT HE SAID THAT BOTH THE CHINESE AND THE RUSSIANS HAD CONFIRMED TO
HIM TODAY THAT THEY WERE READY TO CONSIDER A SPLIT TERM. BUT THE
CHINESE HAD MADE IT CLEAR THAT THEY WOULD INSIST THAT WALDHEIM AND
SALIM SHOULD BE TREATED IN EXACTLY THE SAME WAY IN ANY DOCUMENT
ENSHRINING THE SPLIT TERM, WHEREAS THE RUSSIANS SEEMED MORE
ATTRACTED BY A SIMPLE EXTENSION OF WALDHEIM’S APPOINTMENT (SEE PARA
5 BELOW). THE CHINESE HAD MADE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THAT THE LATTER
WAS UNACCEPTABLE TO THEM. THE CHINESE HAD NOT RAISED ANY OBJECTICN
TO OTUNNU’S PRCPOSED FOUR STAGES AND HAD CCNFISMED THAT THEIR CPPOS-
ITION TO WALDHEIM WAS IMMUTABLE. NOR HAD WALDHEIM EXPRESSED ANY
OPPOSITION TO WHAT OTUNNU PROPCSED.
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4, ON THE TIMING, | URGED OTUNNU TC COMPLETE PROCEEDINGS IN THZ
COUNCIL BY 15 DECEMBER WHEN THE GA’S SESSION IS DUE TO END. HE
AGREED: IT WAS NECESSARY TO QUOTE STEM THE RISING TIDE OF PANIC
UNQUOTE., HE HOPED TO COMPLETE THE FIRST TWO STAGES BY TOMORROW EVEN-
ING (THIS OF COURSE DEPENDS ON HIS GETTING FROM MRS KIRKPATRICK A

" CLEAR STATEMENT OF THE IMMUTABILITY OF US GPPOSITION TO SALIM).

5. ONE OF WALDHEIM®’S CAMPAIGN MANAGERS HAD EARLIER TOLD ME THAT
OVINNIKOV (USSR) HAD SEEM HIM THIS MCRNING AND CONFIRMED THAT, AS
SURMISED IN PARAGRAPH 11 OF MY TELEGRAM UNDER REFERENCE, THE
RUSSIANS WERE HCPING TO EXPLOIT THE CHINESE PROPOSAL FOR A SPLIT TERM
AND TURN IT INTO A SIMPLE EXTENSION OF WALDHEIM'S APPOINTMENT FOR
TWO YEARS. WALDHEIM OF COURSE WOULD WELCOME THIS. AN UNHOLY ALLIANCE
IS THUS IN THE PROCESS CF BEING FORGED BETWEEN WALDHEIM AND THE
RUSSIANS, | AM FAIRLY CONFIDENT, HOWEVER, THAT IT wiLL FCUNDER ON
CHINA'S IMPLACABLE CPPOSITICN TO WALDHEIM. WALDHEIM'S CAMPAIGN
MANAGER (PROTRASKA — AUSTRIAN AMBASSADCR TO UNESCO) AND

LEPRETTE (FRANCE) BOTH FEEL THAT A SHORT EXTENSION OF THIS KIND
WOULD LEAVE WALDHEIM WITH VIRTUALLY NC AUTHCRITY, SOMETHING THAT
WCULD PLEASE THE RUSSIANS., | AGREE WITH THEM. .
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