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POLAND : ECONOMIC HMEASURES TOWARDS THE SOVIET UNION
1. I AM CONCERNED THAT THE UNITY ACHIEVED AMONG THE ALLIES AT
THE NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING ON 11 JANUARY MAY ALREADY BE IN
DANGER, BECAUSE OF THE US POSITION ABOUT EXISTING EXPORT CONTACTS
AND GERMAN RELUCTANCE TO TAKE MEASURES AGAINST THE USSR.
2 THERE SEEMS TO BE A REAL RISK THAT THE AMERICANS WILL APPLY
THEIR OWil MEASURES TOWARDS THE SOVIET UNION IN SUCE A WAY AS TO
PREVENT THE INCLUSION OF US ITEMS IN EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED BY THE
EUROPEANS TO THE SOVIET UNION UNDER EXISTING CONTRACTS (YOUR

wou OF COURSE PREVENT OR GREATLY
DELAY TH {E PR( ' THE GERMANS INTEND TO PERSEVERE
WITH THE PIPELINE (PARA © OF PARIS TELNO 27) AND MANY EUROPEANS
HAVE STRONG VIEWS ABOUT NOT INTERFERING WITH EXISTING CONTRACTS.
AND SUCH CHANCES AS THERE ARE THAT THE GERMANS AND SOME OTHERS
WILL TAKE WORTHWHILE MEASURES OF THEIR OWN TOWARDS THE SOVIET
UNION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NATC DECLARATION OF 11 JANUARY,
WOULD PROBABLY BE DESTROYED BY US INTERFERENCE WITH EXISTING
EUROPEAN CONTRACTS.
3e THE UK HAS AN INTEREST IN THE PIPELINE GOING AHEAD, NOTABLY
BECAUSE OF THE JOHN BROWN CONTRACT. CANCELLATION OF THE PIPELINE
HMIGHT COST UK FIRKS PCOUNDS STERLING 170 MILLION. WE ALSO HAVE
THE IMPORTANT GENERAL INTEREST THAT NATO'S RESPONSE TO THE POLISH
CRISIS SHOULD BE SEEN TO BE ADEQUATE AND REASONABLY UNITED.
THE QUESTICN IS WHETHER WE CAN DO ANYTHING TO AVERT THE SERIOQUS
PROBLEMS AHEAD.
4. THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF THE CONSIDERATIONS:
(A) SEVERAL OTHER EUROPZANS, AND NOTABLY THE GERMANS, HAVE A

FAR GREATER INTEREST THAN THE UK IN THE PIPELINE PROJECT
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