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HELA'rTONS m .THEEN SOVIET AN D I TALIAN COMl1UNI ST 1 ARTIES 

1 . l r a vda on 13 February carried a rejoinder to PCI co mment s in Unita 

and elsewhere on t he e c.l r l ier F-r avda and Kommunist articles (my telno 

050) . 

2 . The article be gan by saying tha t it was the l CI leadership which 

had i ni tia ted polemics a~ainst the CPSU rat her than vice versa . 

Differences between the two parties had appeared l ong a~o and attempt s 

to e xp l a in t h e CPSU' s p Olicies had repeatedly been gr eeted with attac\' S 

a ga inst the Soviet party . The Pravda and Communis t articles had not 

b e e n a n a'.tac k on the l eI but rather a defence of t he existing socialist 

sta t e and socialist community and of tpei r idea ls and a l so a \-larning 

no t to undere stimat e the role of social i sm and of t he Soviet Union . 

'J.lhe mai n mes s age of these articles wa s to bring to the notice of the 

Itali a n party the paramollnt du ty and con~ern of Communists to defend 

pe ace, wh ich 1,o,'a5 i mpossi ble without the Soviet Union and Socialist 

Commu n i t y . 

3 . 1 ravda noted the Italian state rnen ts since the earlier articles 

\olh ich recogni sed to some degre e the role of the Soviet Union in the 

de fe nce of peace and in the working class movement . Dut the article 

~lso r oted the rCI sUf Port for t h e Chinese lea dership . I n the earlie r 

art iclesthe CPSU ha d n ot avoide d the issue of "oland where the duty t o 

help a p eop le in tro'lble proved a n acid test of the genuine inte rnat 

ion a li s m of the PCI l e adership . 
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i f . I n conclusion the article said that the CPSU was not i nterested 

in sha~peDing the polemic nor would it retreat from polemic imposed on 

it . It called on the PCI to take a more serious approach to the 

ruthle ss reality of class struggle i n the world arena . The cause of 

peace and socialism was not served by the Fel le ade~ship ' s concentration 

on confronta tion with the CFSU rathe~ than the struggle against 

imperiali sm. 

5. Comment follows by bag . 
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