DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

ELIZABETH HOUSE, YORK ROAD, LONDON SE1 7PH
TELEPHONE 01-928 9222
FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE's Office

16 February 1982
C Whitmore Esq

10 Downing Street
London SW1
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You drew my attention last week to an article in
The Sun of 8 February about the use of leaked
Cabinet Committee minutes on a trade union course
at the Northern College.

I now attach a note for the Prime Minister on the
particular course, the Northern College and the
arrangements for funding and inspection of trade
union studies generally.
\
M1 Auneesuady

J
'.'.-}'Mj o Wilde

MRS I WILDE 3
Private Secretary
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 17 February 1982

Vet Semg-

Thank you for your letter of
16 February 1982 with which you sent
me a note on the trade union course
at Northern College which was the subject
of an article in "The Sun" of 8 February.

I have shown the note to the Prime
Minister and she would like to see the
last three Inspectors' reports on trade
union courses.

Mrs Imogen Wilde,
Department of Education and Science.




cc Sir Robert Armstrong

. Mr Ingham

MR WHITMORE

My minute earlier today about Roger Carroll
and the Sun's copy of the Minutes of E(79)13.

2 I have now spoken to Mr Carroll who was
much less forthcoming to me than to the
Secretary of State. He said that the document
was being used at a trade union training
course, which he did not identify. College
officials claimed it was being used without
their knowledge and Mr Carroll seemed to

be concluding that it was being used,
perhaps, by one instructor. The document
came into the possession of the 'Sun' from

a '"horrified" shop steward who had been on
the course.

3. Mr Carroll wanted to know the outcome

of the leak inquiry the Prime Minister had
referred to in an Answer on 6 December, 1979.
I told him I didn't know (but am sorting

out a line with David Wright if one turns

out to be available).

NEVILLE GAFFIN
5 February, 1982.




v.cc Sir Robert Armstrong
Mr Ingham

A A £ L _ _

The Secretary of State for Industry has just telephoned me to

say that at a lunch today wgihﬂgzgér Carroll, of the 'Sun',

Mr Carroll produced a photostat copy of the Minutes of E(79)13
which discussed the civil nuclear power programme. = )
2. Mr Carroll explained that the document - which the Secretary
of State thinks was partly leaked to 'Time Out' magazine - is

now used as teaching material by the Trgﬁsport and General
Workers Union on their "long course'" (which is open only to

members who are "very far to the left'"). The course is funded

partly b;‘ihe fﬁiﬁEEE;_ggd pértly b§ the EC. But according to

Mr Carroll although EC items appear on the éyllabus there is no

teaching on these subjects.

3. The key sentence in the Minutes on which the T&G focusses
attention is one which suggests that the development within the

UK of civil nuclear power would weaken the coalminers.

\ 4. According to Carroll, in answer to a question, his editor
' was planning to publish next Monday or Tuesday and had probably
already been in touch with Special Branch.

Bty The Secretary of State wondered whether there was any room

for legal action to prevent publication. I doubted it.

—

NEVILLE GAFFIN
5 February, 1982.




