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RELATTONS BETWEEN SOVIET AND ITALIAN COMMUNIST FARTIRS

;7 Cur suving telo 4 reported the latest Pravda article on Hoviet 4
clfferencgs with the FCI, and separately you and Chancery Kome will
have received a full knglish translation.

25 e point of the article is clearly to signal that the Ci&U does
not want a definitive split with the PCI. Itravda as much as says S0,
and the effect of the piece is © return the debate to a more normal =nd
less inguisitorial discussion of inter-party differences, however
serious they remain. The theme of the achievements of "rezl socialism!
in the USSR,and the very sore point of the FCI's challenge on this
score, is not developed as it had been in the earlier l'ravda article.
The theme of peace-loving socialism versus agressive imperialism howeve:
retains its central position in the Soviet argument. Foland is not
ducked unlike - us Unita has since pointed out - the earlier zrticle,
but the ¥CI's main arguments are inevitably not revealed nor counterec
withalosically argued response. On both issues the Russians try to
capture the moral as well as ide@logical high ground.

3. The Russians presumably have an eye on internal FCI and Italian
politics, although we here are not qualified to judge how reaf their
chances may be of exploiting differerces of opinion wit:in the LCI.
The latest article could be read as an appeal to any elements in the
ECT unhappy with the January Flenum decuments or at least to encourage
those sections of the party more favourably disposed to the Hussians
to be on reflexion concerned about the effect of the January decisions
on the International Communist movement. An Italian bLmbassy colleague
has o Macchiavelian theory that the CFSU had been tipped off by the
ICI in advance of those decisions, and that it had been explained that
the Italian party had to critisiee the Soviet Union with an eye to
eventual Italian elections and maybe FCI involvement in an Italian
Government. That did not mean the differences between the two parties
were not real, but the hussian position might be to see how the i
Italians get on in the next elections. If the PCI failed then they
would e to return cap in hand to the fcld, perhaps under new
leéEE?EEfET"TEET'ETEB‘%EEEE“TE?_hypothetical question of how the
Russians would view FCI iinvolvement in government. They have had
mixed feelings about FCE minority parficipation in Mitterand's
government in France but the strength of the 1talian party and the
role it might play would presumably be very different.
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4. leanwhile a Soviet aim must continue to be to
so that other Communijf parties do not me
unaccgtable views, and to reassert Sow: prestige i
international movement. As I ammporting eeparat
underly the Soviet attitude to the recent rCF f
speech during it. v i

W
cc: Chancery Rome
UKDREL NATO
Washington
Faris
Eonn
LU
L8
tw § a1
v for ihe
i e, 15w K

Yoz an srtia

sk oth l@f ' thrent

woild have Beew, payed’the "
u fimegary in L0 ERBORON
A phandaten  AnEIS0,
the = 'u"ﬂ‘il!—l."M
A ¥O3 U:ml’@q o tate
opad tHE o SNy Mﬂi"

nd ' Lred iuton ripghts Lo be Tﬂtﬁ.ﬂt“]"
extorial presvure The i’f..m ”

P to Sneiet {nterferande n!"fmﬂh
il
— . RIS T T A —————— T e




