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PRIME MINISTER

IN VITRO EMBRYOS

In my minute of 20 February I referred to the issues ar151ng
from in vitro fertilisation and suggestions for an enquiry,
and explained that I did not think that further action should
wait on the advice which*ﬁzg-been sought from medical bodies.
I am grateful for the Lord Chancellor's comments, which I will

. e e
take into account.

I have in fact now heard from the General Medical Council that
they would have no objection to a multi-disciplinary public

inquiry, and would be prepared to take part if we wished.

Mr Abse gave notice on 1 March of a private member's Motion
which is second order for debate this Friday: it asks for an
"interdepartmental interdisciplinary-gavisory committee”" to
report on the social, medical, legal and ethical issues involved
in the creation of in vitro embryos. It is possible that the
Motion will not be reached. If it is, I propose that the
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (Mr Geoffrey Finsberg)
should say that the Government does consider that an enquiry
into this matter is requlred but has not yet reached conclusions
on the best form that such an enquiry should take; however, it
is clearly desirable that it should be multi-disciplinary in
character; the views expressed in the debate will assist the
Government in considering its constitution and scope. A firm
commitment at this stage to an "interdepartmental committee" or

on Mr Abse's proposal that half of the members should be women,

would not I think be appropriafe. =

————————————

I am copying this minute to colleagues, as before, and to the
Secretary of the Cabinet.

4 March 1982

CONFIDENTTAL







