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1. Thank you for your letter of 9 March . ,- , (/-- t4(;;" 
2 . We naturally look out for fresh evidence on ~fl~ pQ WgrJ~ 
int erest In the subjects on which we write, but our assessment 
is that there would be no detailed interest in the PCI/CPSU 
dispute in the Third World except former Italian territories, 
especially Ethiopia and Somalia . 

3. A further point is that we do not want to obtain excessive 
or favourable publicity in the Third World for the PCI by 
disseminating its statements; the vague aspirations to "peace" 
and "Socialism" which they contain are just the sort of thing 
likely to evoke what for us would be an undesirable response in 
developing countries . As you noted in your letter of 28 January, 
it would be wrong for us to do the PCI ' s work for it by seeming 
to defend its democratic credentials . 

4 . We have just finished the draft of a Background Brief on 
lIThe Soviet Union and Western Communist Parties" (we eschew the 
word "Eurocommunism t1

) in which the PCl has the lion 1 s share ; it 
takes the story as far as the Gus Hall speech which Pravda 
reproduced at length on 1 0 March . When we say that ~I 
"remains part of the world Communist movement II we _mean that , as 
Zagladin said in his Paese Sera interview on 8 February, there 
has been no final breach as there was with Yugoslavia in 1948 
or China in 1 960 . 

5. Our Background Brief format is not long enough for us to 
discuss fully what the "world Communist movement" amounts to in 
practice ; this would be an interesting subject for a.major study . 
We have however i ncluded some Eastern European react10ns 1n the 
paper , though they are, except the Romani an, simply Soviet 
gramophone records . Space precluded an adequate treatment of the 
Yugoslav attitude, wh1ch 1n any case we are not part1cularly 
keen to highlight . 

K G MacInnes 
Information Department 
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