Fromthe Secrelamy of Stole

The Rt Hon Sir Geoffrey Howe QC MP
Chancello: OP the Exchequer

HM Treasury

Treasury Chambers

Farliament Street
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Now that MISC 14 has endorsed the ccnclusiens of the Feport on

Standards in International Trade of the ad hoc group of officials,
which followed up our conclusions on MISC 14(81)10, I propose to
proceed as outlined in my letter of 14 May to Patrick Jenkin.

The official Standing Committee on Standards and Quality Assurance
has now held its first meeting, and agreed that its terms of
‘reference should be "to co-ordinate policy on standards and
quality assurancé, with a view to promoting the quality and
int&rnatiunal comyefirlveneaa of British Fuado" It was also
agreed tkat cutside bedies, 1nc1ud1:g the BSI and the CET would
ne&d to be consulued as. 5000 aa ths was 3PPF0PF4¢LE-~_J_”
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The next step will be a Parliamentary announcement. I intend to
make this in reply to a Written Question as soon as the House of
Lords returns from the Spring holiday. The Question and Anaver

would also be repeated in the Commons on 8 June.




Fromthe Secretary of Stale

I attach a draft of my proposed Answer which I understand has
already been agreed by oflicials on the Inter-Departmental Committee.
Unless I receive objections by 4 June, I =hall give the Ansuer as

drafted.

Copies of this letter go to the Prime Minister, other members of 8
MISC 14, Willie Whitelaw, Franeis Pym, James Prior, John Nott, '
Peter Walker, George Younger, Nicholas Edwards, David Hewell,

Norman Fowler and to Sir Robert Armstrong.
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To aak Her H_jestyfh Uovernmeht what policy they propose tu raise '
the status of standards in the United Kingdom in order to -
strengthen the Ecmpctitivencss of UK producta both at “home and in

world markets? Ly P, R L d o R
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1 Her Hajesty*ﬁ Government is convinced thattstandards ﬁﬁppnrted
by qua]ity assurance, have a central rcle to play 1n hhe
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Lnternatianal aompetitiﬂ:eness of Eritish industry G::uc-d standards
that reflect the requirements of the international market place
encourage the applicat.ion of sound technclogies. T‘he}r help firms
to achieve the levels of quality reliability and uafety in design
and manufacture which increasingly are a pre-requiaite of

successful competition in world markets. By eliminating unnecessary

variety, they can reducc manufacturing coat and increase S
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Hanufacturera and” users an. the publ et == -

=thoae whn use Standar‘dﬂ far*“egulat.a-r:.r purpoaﬂ :m e*ntral—and—* —-‘*"‘-‘"“fﬁ_ﬁ

lcmal_gaver-nment ‘must-each. “give _their, full suppnrt to'the system.‘-‘;'::,;'
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wrirragreement withithe EPltlEh Standards Institution {ESI}, as the.
*‘”ﬁaﬁiﬁ%ﬁf?&taﬁaéFas" BST would be asked” "to review.
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part would pursue twa majbr nbjectivea- Firat, to make much

wider use of stgga;rds aﬂE independent certifinaﬁi;ﬁ and apprﬁﬁal
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in its regulatory functions. This does not mean an extension of
areas covered by mandatory standards but that thmﬂc Hhﬂ nomply'"wui

with ﬂtandardéﬂgﬁhuld'have grpater nertainty nf wbere they stand,
especially in the matter of legal proceedings. Second, to rely

more on standards and independent certification and approval in
its procurement activities. Some Government departments are
already moving in this direction. Among other questions to be
considered will be the feasibility of a scheme for giving official
recognition to certifiecation and 1pprﬂv“1 bodies, posaibly backed
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up by a new national mark. Firgt = b ek S

Y} The Government will alsc be asking other pﬁhiic reguiatory énﬁ
purchasing authorities, the nationalised indusatries and the .
public corporations, to help to promote wider industrial erfjcienef
by relating their requirementa to standards. They will also be
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6"The Government believes that a 3trung national standards

e R

policy will ﬂnh?ggg the reputatlaﬁ for qualltj“of British goods

and thereby suppnrt the efforts of British indusury in world
‘markets.
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command the wid Egprcad support in all sectors of the ecenomy
which will ensure its success.
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