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INTERVIEWS GIVEN BY SIR HENRY LEACH

The Defence Secretary would welcome a brief word with
the Prime Minister at a suitable opportunity about the
interviews which Admiral “Sir Henry Leach gave at the weekend
to the Sunday Times and to the BBC.

There was difficulty in June over Admiral Leach's
address to the RUSI and a subsequent dinner which he gave
to Mr Callaghan to speak to him about the naval programme.
As a result, Sir Frank Cooper spoke to Admiral Leach and
subsequently minuted the Chiefs of Staff about the general
issue of relations with the media. As this is relevant
to recent events I am attaching copies of these papers.

Also attached is a transcript of Admiral Leach's
interview with the BBC yesterday.
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We have been suffering again recently from a good deal of
heavy briefing, some of which has been in direct conflict with
the Government's defence policy. This has included private
meetings with Members of Parliament - including the Opposition;
encouragement of lobbies; and addresses being given by senior
officers with politically controversial content o SNt hd sy s
damaging to the Government, Ministers, and ultimately Defence
as a whole.

2. It has been long estazblished that the Services k eep quiet
about politically controversial issues s that relations between
Service personnel and Ministers or the advice given should not
be disclosed, ai that the Services and the MOD should not be
brought into disrepute

3

G After the Falkland Islands, Defence is a subject of great
public interest. But I would ask you to ensure that senior
officers and others do not indulge in lobbying or unauthorised
briefings and speeches. In particular, Members of Parliament,
of whatever party, should not be lobbied or entert ained with the
aim of influencing them against the known or published policies
of the Government.

1 I would be glad if you would remind your senior people -
both inside the MOD and outside - of the need to behave properly.
I will make sure my own staff are reminded. The faect is that it
is not possible for any organisation to perform properly if
internal policy debates become a matter for external lobbying.

FRANK COOPER
13 July 1982
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