HOME OFFICE
QUEEN ANNE'S GATE LONDON SWiii gAT

10 December 1982

WHITE PAPER ON CABLE SYSTEMS

As agreed by the Cabinet on 2 December, the Home Secretary
announced in the Debate on cable systems later that day the
Government's intention to publish a White Paper in the first
few months of next year setting out a detailed scheme for cable
systems. The Prime Minister has now confirmed (Robin Butler's
letter of 8 December to me with copies to others) that she
wishes the Home Secretary to take the lead in its preparation,
in consultation with other Ministers and the Cabinet Office IT
Unit as appropriate. :

Accordingly, we shall now be putting in hand the necessary
work. Officials here have already had a preliminary talk with
DOI officials about the way forward. Clearly we shall need to
look to DOI for initial drafts of some sections of the Wnhitle
Paper, and other sections will require close consultation
between our two Departments and, indeed, a number of others.
c(82)39 indicates the range of subjects the White Paper will
need to cover and since a number of Whitehall Departments will
have some degree cf interest, it will be helpful to draw up a
list of contact points in each Department concerncd to whom
drafts can be sent and questions referred as appropriate. I
should therefore be grateful if recipients of this letter would
let me know, as soon as possible, whether their Department has
an interest in being in touch with the preparation of the White
Paper (with, where appropriate, an indication of the area of
interest) and who would be the point of contact (at, we suggest,
Under Secretary or Assistant Secretary level).

I am sending a copy of this letter to the Private Secretaries
to all members of Cabinet; +to Sir Robert Armstrong; and to
Mr Sparrow.
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J F HALLIDAY

Dr J P Spencer







DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE
ELIZABETH HOUSE, YORK ROAD, LONDON SE1 7PH

TELEPHONE 01-928 9222

FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE

J F Halliday Esq

Private Secretary to the Home Secretary
Home Office

50 Queen Anne's Gate

LONDON SW1H 9AT /7 January
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WHITE PAPER ON CABLE SYSTEMS

Your Jetter of lﬁ/gecember to Jonathan Spencer asked Departments

to let you know if they had an interest in the preparation of the
White Paper on Cable Systems. This Department has an interest

in the choice of technologies and the question of a "must-carry"
rule, as well as more obvious educational aspects of cable systems.
Our point of contact would be Mr C R Walker, Head of our

Further and Higher Education Branch ITI{ uxt &553)

I am copying this letter to the recipients of yours.
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MRS I WILDE
Private Secretary
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Y SWYDDFA GYMREIG WELSH OFFICE
GWYDYR HOUSE QLA 5 GWYDYR HOUSE
WHITEHALL LONDON SWIA 2ER s WHITEHALL LONDON SWIA 2ER

Tel. 01-233 3000 (Switsfwrdd) Tel. 01-233 3000 (Switchboard)
01-233 8545 (Llinell Union) 01-233 8545 (Direct Line)

ODDI WRTH YSGRIFENNYDD FROM THE PRIVATE SECRETARY
PREIFAT YSGRIFENNYDD TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE
GWLADOL CYMRU FOR WALES

| v Jahuary 1983

WHITE PAPER ON CABLE SYSTEMS

You ask in your letter of 10 Decegmber to Jonathan Spencer if
Departments will nominate a point of contact for your
officials engaged in the preparation of this White Paper. The
official in this Department would be Mr R H Jones, Welsh
Office Education Department.

Cable systems are not a central interest of the Department's,
but it is possible that considerations raised in the White
Paper may have repercussions somewhere in my Secretary of
State's range of responsibilities, not least, as events have
already shown, in the Welsh language field.

I am copying this letter to the recipients of yours.

/\"'LLu R 3 L

(I*—\ cLi\ e

A E PEAT

J F Halliday Esqg
Private Secretary
The Home Secretary
Home Office

50 Queen Anne's Gate
LONDON SWIH 9AT







Caxton House Tothill Street London SWI1H 9NF

71
6400
Telephone Direct Line 01-213
Switchboard 01-213 3000

J F Halliday Esq
Private Secretary to the
Home Secretary
Home QOffice
50 Queen An“e s Gate -
LONDON [1H 9AT S| December 1982
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WHITE PAPER ON CABLE SYSTEMS

In your letter of #@ December to Jonathan Spencer
you asked Dbodrumpnto with an interest in the
preparation of this White Paper to let you have

a point of contact for your officials. For this
Department the Oil cia involved Mill be

Mrs Gay Catto in Manpower Policy Division,

Branch B.
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I am copying this letter to recipients of yours.

EVERISS
Secretary







DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY
ASHDOWN HOUSE
123 VICTORIA STREET

LONDON SWIE 6RB
TELEPHONE DIRECT LINE 01-212 3301

SWITCHBOARD 01-212 7676
Secretary of State for Industry

21 December 1982

John Halliday Esq
Private Secretary to
Home Secretary

Home Qffice

50 Queen Anne's Gate

London SW1H 9AT
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WHITE PAPER ON CABLE SYSTEMS

Your letter of 10 December to Jonathan Spencer asked Departments
with an interest in the preparation of the White Paper on cable
systems to indicate appropriate points of contact for your
officials. The official in this Department who will be taking
the lead on our behalf is Dr Thynne, an Assistant Secretary in

the Department's Information Technology Division.

2 I am copying this letter to the recipignts of yours.
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DAVID SAUNDERS

Private Secretary







2 MARSHAM STREET
LONDON SWIP 3EB

My ref: H/PS0/18692/82

Your ref:

20 December 1982
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WHITE PAPER ON CABLE SYSTEM

Thank you for se Eng me a copy of your
letter of 10 Dec er to Jonathan Spencer.

We would 1like to be involved in the pre-
paration of the White Paper. The main
DOE interests are in the environmental
and planning aspects of cable systems
(contacts R A Bird, 212-3264; or I H Nicol,
212-3871) and in the possibilities for

routeing cables through sewers (contact
R A Stead, 212-8779).

Copies go to the other recipients of your
letter,
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R BRIGHT
Private Secretary

J F Halliday Esq







