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NUCLEAR OPINION POLL Lol o S A. Pore l N'T&M?‘
I sent you on Decembe he prelimine re“ul s of the opinion
poll on the principal qu ions in the nuc debate carried out for

us by NOP. As promised n now enclosing the more detailed analysis
of those results ;ogethe vith a commentary by our statisticians.

The final have been weighted by demographic factors and
differ only “iwnf‘ from the earlier results. Not HrpriuL““1f
lg¢gzﬁrcp of our pl ans to introduce Trident and Cruise missiles is
much greater among th youngest group surveyed (15-24) and socio-
economic groups D and E. While, overall, a majority of those aware
of our plans to introduce Trident support them, there is a majority
against in the 15-34 age groups, in socio-economic groups D and E and
in Scotland and the north of England. Overall a very small majority
of those aware of our plans oppose the deployment of Cruise missiles,
with a clear majority against among women, the 15-%4 age groups and
socio-economic classes D and E.

We shall now need to consid
guide our efforts to eduudte an

der urgently how those results should

d persuade. I plan to have the poll

repeated after an interval to measure trends and before then to have
0

more detailed questions asked on Trident and on Cruise missiles. 1
will keep you informed of the results.

I am copying this letter with the enclosure to John Nott,

Francis Pym, John Biffen, Cecil Parkinson, Michael Jopling,
George Younger and Nicholas Edwards.

Sl

PETER BLAKER

The Prime Minister
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; E; wno sa}@_thcylknew what NATO is, 76% thought Britain
21n 1n 1%, while 10% thought Britain should leave.
f Support of NATO was higher amongst men than women

in age-group 15-24, and in the lowest class, DE.

Disarmament (Table 2)

2. The poll confirmed that the great majority of people are against
unilateral disarmament. Overall 74% said that Britain should keep
her nuclear weapons if other countries were not prepared to give up
theirs. More importantly, the table shows little variation across
the board in the percentages holding this view; in other words this
view is not restricted to any particular section of the people.

D Slightly more men than women (184 compared to 15%) thought

Britain should give up her nuclear weapons., Again, the strongest
opposition came from the 15-24 age—group which showed 20% against
as compared with 13% for the over-55's, ’

4, The most popular reason for giving up nuclear weapons was that
it would encourage others to do the same: overall, 36% held this
view, as did 50% in the 15-24 age-group. In Scotland, however, the
most popular reason was that it is morally right. '

Trident (Table 3) ’

S. Surprisingly, there were high proportions who said they did
not xmow of the Trident plans — 38% overall. 1In all categories
fewer people said they were aware of Trident than knew about NATO.
In 3 categories, women, the 15-24 age-group and social class DE,
less than half said they were aware of the plans. Even in the
(usually) most knowledgeable class, AB, almost a quarter did not
know of the plans. Some of the contrasts are striking. Three
quarters of the men interviewed said they were aware of the Trident
plans, compared with slightly less than half the women. Knowledge
declined rapidly between social classes AB and DE.

6. While a slight majority (42% to 36%) of those who did Xmow of
the plans also agreed with them, opinion is split different ways
in different categories. There is a large percentage in the
"Undecided" and "Don't Know" categories (22% overall and 29% of
women). More men than women agreed with the plans (but the DK
element among the latter is very high). In Scotland, contrary to
the overall result, more disagreed than agreed. The proportions
agreeing with the plans increases consistently with age.

7. In all categories, cost had a clear lead as the main reason for
disagreeing with the plans.

Cruise (Table 4)

8. More people sazid they were unmaware of the Cruise plans than
Trident. However, there is still = very sizeable minority who szid
they were unaware.

9.. For those aware of the plans, opinion iS much more evenly split
than for Trident. Overall, 42% agreed while 43% disagreed, but men,
older people and people in classes AB, C1 favoured the plans whereas
women, the young and those in the other social classes opposed them.
Although more people have definite opinions on Cruise than on Trident
there is still a substantial proportion who said they were undecided.
10. There was very little variation between the mzin categories on
the reasons chosen for disagreeing: clearly the most popular reason
was "It makes Britain more of a target".
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to cross-analyse some of the

rather complicated table of results.
question 3 against questions 5 znd 6

12. As Table 2 shows the ma jority of people are against unilateral
disarmament (74 per cent). Perhaps not surprisingly among this group
over half agree with the plans for Trident and over half agree with
the plans for Cruise though we do not know whether these are the

same people (however, one would guess they were), Conversely about

2 quarter of this group disagree in each case with the Trident znd
Cruise plans.,

13. Of the 16 per cent who favour unilateral disa;mament, very
large majorities disagree with the Trident and Cruise plans, as
might be expected. Among the undecided on unilateral disarmement,
there is very little support for either Trident or Cruise.




NOP SURVEY DECEAMFR 1982

’\01

‘Ago Standard Region

Soot- Mld- ¥Wrloa South
152 25-34  35-54 1md North lends & Veost Eaat

moTAL (= 100%) %57 30 618 185 519 314 256 684

uoation 1

Do you know what NATO 41?7

(a) Yos (%)

(b) No/Not sure (%)

THOSE ANSWERING 'YE3' ONLY (= 100%)

Quostien 2
Do you think that Britain should

roimedin dn NATO or lenve 1t7

(a) Romnin (%)
Lonve (%)

It depunds on too many
factors to deoide (%)

Don't Jmow (%)




NOP SURVEY DECEMDER 1682

Sex b Age Standard Reglon

o rese e o s o e e

T0TAL (= 100%) 934 1024 357 M0 618 6ha |
Question 3

If othor countries ware WOT propared

185 519 314 256

to #ive un thoir nuoloar weapons, do

vou think Britain should give up or

Xowp hor own?

Give up (%)
Ruap (%)
It depends on too many

fagtors to deocide (%)

Don't know (£)

TIDSE LISWERDNG 'GIVE UP' ONLY.(= 100%) 319

Quaastion L
ik AL,
%

Loal:dine at this oard, please tell me

the main reanson why you think Britain

should zive up her nuclear weapons?

) It ia morally right (%)
It would meke Britain safer (%)

It would enoourage other
cowntrioa to give up thelr (%)
nuolear wuaponsa

Other reascns (%)

Doa't Jmow (%)




NOP BURVEY DECEMBER 1982

Ago Standard Region

- ki ou
1B-2h 2530 3554 . 55 S;:nt; North 1ﬁ§a &&é’::t 53:;?

TOTAL (= 100%) : 357 340 618 185 519 314 256 684

Question 5

Do vou now about the Govornmont
plans to rorlace tha Polaris nuocloar
Bissile svaten with Trident?

(a) vYes (%)

(b) NoMNot sure (%)

TIDSZ ANSWERING 'YES' ONLY (= 100%)

Question 6

Do you nrree or disagres with

tho se plans?
(a) Agroo (%)

(b) Disagres (%) ; 36

(o) It deponds on too many
faotors to deoide (%) 10
- () Don't know (%) . 12

.

THDSE ANSVERING 'DISAGRER' ONLY(w 100%) 439

Cuestion 6b

Locking st this oard, pleaso tell me
the main reason why you disagrea
with thias?

(a) It would be too costly (%)

(v) It would mean othor defonoe
sponding would be reducod (%)

(o) Britain dces not need an
indopondent deterrunt (%)

(d) Other reasons (%)

Don't imow (%)

* less than 0.5%




NOP SURVEY DECEMBER 1982

r_w.

Mele Fomale 15=24 25-34 35-54 55+ North Xid=- Wales  South

| . lands & Wost East
(= 100%) 9OA Ry 357 P20 618 6h2 519 . 3 206 6By

Sex Ago Standard Region

o o =i Lowemimont
ite Cruise miunilep 4n

Yos (%) 68

No/Don't Ynow (%) 32

SE ANSWERING 'YES' ONLY (= 100%) 1320
ucstion 8

Do vou arrco or disazreo with this
propoacd action?

(a) Agroe (%)

(v) Disagres (%)

(o) It depends on too many
feotors to deoide (%)

(d) Don't know (%)

THOSE ANSWERING 'DISAGREE' ONLY (=100%) 569

; Questicon §
Looking at this card, please tell me
the cein reason why you disapreo
wish thia?
(a) The misailes will be undor(®)
Jaarioan control 22

(b) It makes Britain more of a(®) 51
target

{(e) It is more likely to ocause (%) 21
a nuclear war \

Other reascns (%)

Don't know (%)




NOP SURVEY DECEMDER 1982

Quostion 3. If other ocountries were NOT prepared to givo up thoir nuolua.rl woapons, do you think Britain should

It doponda on too many

fnotora' to'deoide Don't know

Total Give up Koop

—_—

TOTAL (= 100%) 1957 © 319 1445 71 122
Question 5 i 3 .

Do you know ebout tho Govornment
rlana to rovlaece the Polaris nuclear
miszily systen with Tridont?

(s) Yos (%) 62
(v) Moot sure () 8

TIDSE ANSWERING 'YES' ONLY(w 100%) 1209
Quostion &

Do vou arma or disagroe with
theso plans?
(a) sgroe (%)

(v) Disagreo (g)

(o) It deponda on too many
footors to deoide (¥)

(3) Don't loow () g

TOTAL (u 100%)
: S\m :tinu

Are you meare of the Govornment
plane to sita Cruise nissiles in
Brvitain?

(&) Yes - €8

(v) No/Don't Jmow 22

THDSE ANSWERING 'YES! ONLY (= 100%) 1330
Question B

Do vou bereo or disasree with this
rrovoszcd rction?

(&) Agree (%)

(b) Disegree (%)

(¢) It depends an too many
footors to dooide (%)

(&) Don't know (%)







CONFIDENTIAL

6 January 19083

Nuclear Opinion Poll

The Prime Minister has read with interest
Mr. Blaker's personal letter of 5 January on
the preliminary results of the opinion poll
carried out by NOP.

JOHN COLES

R.P., Craine, Esq.,
Ministry of Defence.

CONFIDENTIAL




D/MIN( AF) /PB/3/2

mq_g,.- Mr Pd.rs&'nsm‘

I am attaching the preliminary results of the opinion poll
carried out for us by NOP in early December, after the Labour Party
Political Broadcast but before the Greenham Common demonstration.
These are for your personal information and I would be grateful if
they could go no further at this stage.

Taken as a whole

the results are heartening. They show that the
opposition to Trident and r

ent

1

to Tl de vment of Cruise :;”dlles is

o oy
opinion ls have suggested. and the answers
NATO and on unilateral disarmz==at generally

smaller than otner rec
to questions 2 and % o
are satisfactory.

As you can see the polling technique involved identifying and
eliminating from the detailed gquestioning on each topic those who were
unaware of our plans. The figures in this category are large. In
general, it is clear that we have a considerable educational task
before us.

We have considered whether it would be to our advantage to seek
publicity for these results but our preliminary reaction is that the
small mujoL_r“ aga;hst Cruise missiles would be considered the most
newsworthy item and given most prominence. However, we intend repeat-
ing the poll in a few months time and if this shows a trend in our
favour on Cruise and Trident we could consider some publicity at that
time.

I I without the enclosure which
they i-~-‘i have >he Prin Minister, John Nott, Francis Pym,
John Bi sn and the Chief Whip, with reference to the penultimate

paragr
7‘-”'“-\5 Sl'.\(cq%
SH&L%,

PETER BLAKER

Dtn@k’.q& \J Me Bl
ﬂ--\(,L S.i‘jh\'_}; ; e L\. wk. SCanil







MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SWI1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 2216 (Direct Dialling)

01-218 9000 (Switchboard)

MINISTER OF STATE FOR
THE ARMED FORCES

D/MIN(AF)/PB/3/2/7 2\ December 1982

i fowa Ao
BE et TR, e

NUCLEAR OPINION POLL

Following the meeting of your Liaison Committee on November 24 I
commissioned an opinion poll on the principal questions in “the nuclear
debate in order to obtain a fairer measure of public support for our
policies (the questions asked DY some other polls were biased) and to
obtain a full analysis of the opposition to and ignorance of our
policies to guide the production of further films and pamphlets. I
now have the preliminary results and the fuller analysis will be
available in early January. I believe you will wish to be aware of
them.

The technique used by the pollsters (NOP) which had not been used
in other recent polls on this subject was to ask questions on NATO,
Trident and Cruise, only of those who professed to some knowledge
of the policies concerned. The results were (of those aware of the
policies):

a. Support for the replacement of Polaris with Trident
Opposed - —

b. Supporting the siting of Cruise missiles in Britain
Opposed

As expected support for our membership of NATO and opposition to
unilateral nuclear disarmament was high:

¢. Of those aware of NATO 75% wished Britain to continue as
a member. a—

countries were not prepared to give up theirs.

[

L d. 74% supported Britain keeping her nuclear weapons if other

The message I derive from these results is that the opposition
To our policies is somewhat smaller than recent polls suggested but
the degree of ignorance of tHEENEPOTTcies is greater. There is clearly
no room for complacency and we must continue to make every effort to
persuade our opponents of the correctness of our course and to educate
the uninformed about our policies.

/AR oae

The Prime Minister




An interesting footnote is that of those opposed to Trident 46%
were opposed because they believed it to be t30 CoBtly and 24% because
they did not believe Britain needed an independemt deterrent. On

/Cruise of those opposed 51% based their opposition on the belief that
it made Britain more of a target and only 22% because the missiles are
to be under American control.

Full details of these preliminary results are attached below.
I will forward a more detailed analysis in due course. The polling
was conducted between the 2nd and 7th of December, after the Labour
Party Political Broadcast and before the demonstrations at Greenham

Common.

We shall be considering whether these results should be published
and if so how.

I am sending a copy of this letter and the enclosure to John
Biffen.

PETER BLAKER
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SURVEY DECEMBER 1982

TOTAL (76 ¢

Question 1

Do you know what NATO is?

(a) Yes

(b) No/Not sure

THOSE ANSWERING *'YES' ONLY

Question 2

Do:you think that Britain should
remain in NATO or leave it?

(a) Remain
(b) Leave

(c) It depends on too many
factors to decide

(d) Don't know




NOP SURVEY DECEMBER 1982

TOTAL

Question 3

I1f other countries were NOT prepared
to give up their nuclear weapons, do
you think Britain should give up or
keep her own?

(a) Give up
(b) Keep

(c) It depends on too many factors
to decide

(d) Don't know

Q64

THOSE ANSWERING *GIVE UP' ONLY

Question 4

Looking at this card, please tell me

the main reason why you think Britain

should give up her nuclear weapons?

(a) It is morally right

(b) It would make Britain safer

(¢) It would encourage other
countries to give up their
nuclear weapons

(d) Other reasons

(e) Don't know




NOP SURVEY

DECEMBER 1982

TOTAL

Question 5

Do _you know about the Government

plans to replace the Polaris nuclear

missile system with Trident?

(a) Yes
(b) No/Not sure

THOSE ANSWERING *YES' ONLY

Question 6

Do you agree or disagree
these plans?

(a) Agree
(b) Disagree

(c) It depends on too
factors to decide

(d) Don't know

THOSE ANSWERING 'DISAGREE®

Question 6b

Looking at this card, please tell me

the main reason why you disagree
with this?

(a) It would be too costly

(b) It would mean other defence
spending would be reduced

(¢) Britain does not need an
independent deterrent

(d) Other reasons

(e) Don't know

iTby




NOP SURVEY DECEMBER 1982

TOTAL I {bw

Question 7T

Are you aware of the Government

plans to site Cruise missiles in
Britain?

(a) Yes
(b) No/Don't know

THOSE ANSWERING *YES' ONLY

Question 8

Do you agree or disagree with this

proposed action?

(a) Agree
(b) Disagree

(c) It depends on too many
factors to decide

(d) Don't kmow

THOSE ANSWERING 'DISAGREE' ONLY

Question 9

Looking at this card, please tell

the main reason why you disagree
with this?

(a) The missiles will be under
American control

(b) It makes Britain more of a
target

(e¢) It is more likely to cause
a nuclear war

Other reasons

Don't know







