PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

Sir Antony Acland KCMG KCVO
Permanent Under-Secretary of State 11 January AOR%

Sir Robert Armstrong GCB CVO
Cabinet Office

rkﬁ Ao rfi’bsdﬁ;,
FRANKS REPORT

. Thank you for your letter of 10 January agreeing
that Sir Oliver Wright should be authorised to give the
US State Department 24 hours' advance warning of the
Report's publication and of the references in it to

US involvement.

22 I attach three draft telegrams to Washington.

The first gives the Ambassador advance warning that
instructions will be sent to him on 17 January. The
second and third - to be sent to arrive first thing
Washington time on the morning of 17 January - set out
these instructions and summarise the relevant references
in the Report. Robin Butler will no doubt want to
consult the Prime Minister about the second and third
telegrams, but the first might go at once.

3 The telegram of instructions sets out the line the
Government intend to take in reply to questions in
Parliament or elsewhere on the US position. This line has
not, of course, yet been agreed, and the line in the draft
telegram may need to be amended before despatch when the
Prime Minister has considered this point in the light of
David Goodall's group's recommendation.

4, The draft telegrams seem to us consistent with the
telegram which we understand Tony Duff will be putting to
you about briefing the US intelligence agencies, which we
have seen in draft.

5 I am copying this to Clive Whitmore and Robin Butler.

Antony Acland
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1. Strictly for your own information at this stage, the
Franks Report will be published in thé‘earty afternoon of
18 January, at the same time as a statement on Th to
Parliament by the Prime Minister. Prior to publication
knowledge of this timing and of the Report's contents will
remain confined to a very small number of Ministers and officials|
2. The Report gives a detailed account of our exchanges with
the Americans before the invasion and also comments on the
Argentine assessment of the US attitude to the dispute.

3. It has been agreed that you should be authorised to give
the US Government 24 hours advance notice of those parts of
the Report which refer to them. It would seem right to do
this at a high level, which you may think should be Shultz
himself. You will receive a telegram of instructions first

thing on 17 January. You or Derek Thomas will therefore need
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to be available then to act on them.

Meanwhile you should

take no action to forewarn the Administration
. Grasn hﬂi&r1;quuf a Sep anali Lﬂ%?awu.fktwdhutFﬁh abarA™
PYM Tfrenws u~kb-ufom- b US h«hlu34MQj :

hhhh(hjgl

telegram

Catchword




OUT TELEGRAM

Classification and Caveats Precedence/Deskby

CONFIDENTIAL DEYOU IMMEDIATE 1713002

ZCZE

GRS

CONFIDENTIAL

DEYOU

1713002<<< DESKBY 1713002
FM FCO

TO IMMEDIATE WASHINGTON
TELEGRAM NUMBER

FROM PUS
MY TELNO : FALKLAND ISLANDS: FRANKS REPORT

¢ MIFT gives a summary of those par%s of the Franks

Report which refer to the US Government. The Report will be
published at Z on L8 January, when the Prime Minister
will make a statement in the House. A full debate on the
Report 1is expected to take place before the end of January.

e You should now inform the State Department at the highest
appropriate level of the timing of the Report's publication
and of the references in it detailed in MIFT. You should
emphasise that this advance warning is being given in strict
confidence and that the Government attach the greatest
importance to the contents of the Report remaining confidential
before publication. You may also say that the Report as a
whole, in describing and commenting on the actions of both

the British and US Governments, has set out to be as full
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and frank as possible, so that the facts should be clear.
Whide We appreciate that this may perhaps cause some difficulties
for the Americans, \we hope that they will understand why it

has been done. You may tell them that, if asked about the
details of US involvement, the Government intend to take the

line that these are matters for the Americans to comment on

but that we remaiTﬁiispLy grateful to the US Government both

for Mr Haig's efforts\and for the inval abLe support and
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s Please report State Department reactions by immediate

telegram.
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1 Following is outline of main references in the Franks

report to US involvement (numbers refer to paragraph numbers

in the report):

120: Factual account of improving US/Argentine relations
in 1987.
12?/3-6 Argentine press allegations in early 1982 that US

139z Government would support Argentine military action
and might perhaps be offered naval facilities in the
Islands.
Account of Mr Luce’s briefing of Mr Enders on 1 Marchj
attempts to brief him further before he visited Buenos
Airesy the visit itselfy and Mr Enderslaccount of Jt
to Mr Luce.
Details of Lord Carrington's message of 8 March

Mr Haig and Mr Haids reply.
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