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FALKLANDS: POSSIBLE FURTHER ARGENTINE AGRESSION

| SAW THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AT HIS HOUSE THIS EVENING (15 JANUARY)

AND SPOKE AS IN PARA 7 OF T.U.R.

| LEFT A COPY OF THE STATEMENTS
IN YOUR TELNO 66 TO WASHINGTON AND TOLD HIM OF THE

INFORMATION (N

YOUR TELNO 34 TO CIVIL COMMISSIONER PORT STANLEY,

-
=
. .

I




2. THE SECRETARY=-GENCRAL HAD NO (NFORMATIOI! THAT BORE ON THE
VSHEDIATE POINTS AT ISSUE, BUT HE DID NOT SEEM SURPRISED AT WHAT .
I TOLD HIM. HE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT | WAS SPEAKING TO HIN
PRIVATELY AND NOTED THAT | WAS NOT MAKING ANY REQUEST. HE WOULD
KEEP OUR CONVERSATION TO HIMSELF BUT ON HIS OWN RESPONSIBILTY

AND WITHOUT MENTIONING US HE WOULD TELL THE ARGENTINE PERMANENT
REPRESENTATIVE THAT THERE SHOULD BE NQ_ADVENTURES OR FOQOL ISH
STATEMENTS. THE SECRETARY-GENERAL VOLUNTEERED THAT THERE WAS
ALWAYS THE POSSIBILITY THAT ONE OR TWO ARGENT [NE_OFF {CERS MIGHT
TAKE SOME (INDIVIDUAL ACTION DESIGNED TO FORCE THEIR GOVERNMENT'S
HAND,

3. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION THE SECRETARY-GENERAL COULD NOT GIVE
A FIRM OPINION ON INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS (N ARGENTINA. HOWEVER HE

HE BELIEVED THAT OVER TIME THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE TO MILITARY RULE
WAS PEROMISM WHICH WAS AWFUL AND WOULD TRIGGER A FURTHER COUP.

4, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL NOTED THAT HE HAD A NEW MANDATE ON THE
FALKLANDS DISPUTE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION.
HE HAD THEREFORE BEEN OBLIGED TO WRITE TO US AND TO THE ARGENTINES.
HE HAD DONE THE MINIMUM POSSIBLE., THE ARGEWTINES HAD RESPOKDED
POSITIVELY AND WE HAD SENT A PREL IMINARY REPLY, IN DUE COURSE ¥E
WOULD NO DOUBT SEND HIM A FURTHER COMMUNICATION. HE WAS IN NO
HURRY. THE TIME WAS PLAINLY NOT-RIPE,

5« PLEASE SEE MY I,F,T. (NOT TO ALL) FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S
ACCOUNT OF HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON,

FCO PLEASE PASS ALL SAVING ADDRESSEES EXCEPT OTTAWA

- THOMSON

IREPEATED SAVING AS REQUESTEDS
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CONF'DENTIAL 47541 - 1

THIS IS THE ROAD WHICH ARGENTINA SHOULD BE TAKING.

6. YOU CAN ALSO POINT OUT IF NECESSARY THAT, WHILE THE
CELEBRATION OF THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF CONTINUOUS BRITISH
SETTLEMENT OF THE FALKLANDS MAY BE RESENTED IN ARGENTINA, THIS
CELEBRATION IS A NATURAL EXPRESSION OF THE ISLANDERS' OWN
FEELINGS. YOU SHOULD ALSO REBUT ANY SUGGESTION THAT HOSTILE
TNDICATIONS FROM ARGENTINA ARE A RESPONSE TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S
VISIT. THE EVIDENCE WE HAVE, AND THE BELLICOSE PUBLIC STATEMENTS,
DATE IN THE VAST MAJORITY OF CASES FROM WELL BEFORE THIS.

7. UKMIS NEW YORK SHOULD FOR THE PRESENT DO NO MORE THAN RECALL
PRIVATELY TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OR A SENIOR MEMBER OF HIS
STAFF THAT OUR_REPLY TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S LETTER
TRANSMITTING ?EE-%EXT OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 37/9

POINTED OUT ARGENTINA'S FAILURE TO DECLARE CESSATION OF
HOSTILITIES AND REFUSAL TO RENOUNCE USE OF FORCE, AND SHOULD GO
ON TO DRAW ATTENTION TO THE STATEMENTS IN MIFT.

PYM
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