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SALE OF GERMAN FRIGATES TO ARGENTINA

DELIVERY OF FIRST FRIGATE

BRITISH EQUIPMENT IN THIS SHIP

AUGUST 1982 DECISION TO APPROVE
DELIVERY OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE
THIRD AND FOURTH FRIGATES

The Government naturally regret

that the German Government have
allowed delivery of the first of
these frigates at a time when
Argentina has still not made any
satisfactory renunciation of the use
of force in relation to the
Falklands. We have made our views
clear to the Germans on a number of
occasions ;n the course of the close
consultations that have naturally
taken place between us on this
question since the Falklands conflict
began., But it is for each country
to decide on its own policy on

arms sales,

All items of British manufactured

equipment ordered for this ship were

delivered to the shipbuilders prior

to April 1982,

I refer to my answer to the hon
Member for West Lothian on
29 November 1982, (Official Report

cols 18-19 - copy attached,)




‘ ?/.gcsuse_ (@ o CZQ\AMO\’\S__

_cots 1819, Mondouy 2o mvmb@;*_\qt‘_&?__'_

Argentina {Arms) Mt %_._ 4

. Mr. 'Dal_y ell asked the Prime Minisier what mj'ormauon 3
sbe bas as 10 resumed supplies of arnms by the Govcmm::nt
of France 10 Argentina.

The Prime Minister: The French Government have
resumed the supply 1o Arsgeptina of cenain arms and
cquipment in fulfilment of existing contracts previously
subject 10 their embargo on arms sales 10 that country. We - °
have made our views about this very c]:ar 10 lhc French -3

. Government. —~ o vy

Mr. Dalyell asked tbe Prime” Mm.zsl:r whclhcr lhc-——
- . supply of:..(a) radar copuol equipment- by British —
. Acrospace,-(b) Olympus gas turbioes by Rolls-Royce and =
" (c) clecuonic propulsion contrdt. sysiems:by Hawker--
Siddeley Dypamic Engineering and Bitish Acms;)au: 1027
Blohm 2nd Voss of Hamburg for installation in the two .=~
guided missile-desuoyers being built by it-for A:gcnpnn o
was approved by Her'Majesty’s Government, in view of ~
the contipuation ©f a formal siate of bostilitics bcrwccu the —
United Kingdom and ATgentina. e

ThePrime Minister: I assume that the question mfm e

10 the Jour frigates being-built by Blohm and Voss Icu'—ﬂ ;
Argeptima.-Approval for the jupp]y of equipment by - ¢

British manufacrun:rs ~was- given ‘before—contracts weresss -

signed in 1980.-Delivery of the Olympus pas mr’m.ncsand‘ =0

their conto) eguipment for 1he first-two frigatés badbeen:=s
completed before the invasion of the FalJdabd Islands. An =

o op all further deliverics was then” mposod bu.t i

IbJs cmbargo was lified a1 be €nd of ‘August-sa:. — J-.i. e

l No radar-control equipment has been wpphnd-o.rbc.cn Ao = - TE IR

contracied for Supply for these’ fngau:s ; Videm
Mr.-Dalyell asked the P‘nmn Minister Jsbc—js satished == .

that . Westland -Lynx belicopters manufactured --in ~ :“:=" :
United Kingdom'are pot beiog supplied fo A.rgcunn.a while "=

2 formal -state of bostilities-persists.- =
The Prime Minister: Yes.~ R

Mr. Dalyell asked the Pfime Minjster what was the size—-~
of the Uniied Kingdom-Joan 10 Argeptina1o assist ip the="
purchase_of two.destoyers 10 be buill in 2 West German ™
yard; and bow much is still outstanding.
—  The Prime Minister: We have.-no h"‘-’wlcdgc ofau 4

-United Kipgd A
om -Joan-1o Argr.nlma in respect of the =--

purchase of desoyers budi in-the Federal Republic of e

Germany. - :
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