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PRESIDENT REAGAN'S OPEN LETTER: NOROPOV'S RESPONSE

1. PRAVDA ON 2 FEBRUARY CAKRIED ANCROPOV'S RESPONSE, IN THE FORM
OF REPLIES TO TwWO QUESTIONS. THE MAIN PCINTS WERE:

A) ATTITUDE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN'S LETTER AND THE PROPOSAL TO SIGN
AN AGREEMENT ON THE LIQUIDATIOH OF MEDIUM RAMGE LAND BASED

MISSILES 7

- THERE wWAS HMOTHING MEW IN THE PRCPOSAL. |IT WAS STILL THE
UNACCEPTABLE ZERO OQPTION. THIS UMREALISTIC US POSITION WAS
SLOCK I'NG PROGRESS IM THE GEMNEYA TALKS. REAGAN'S RECONFIRMATION
GF THIS POSITION SHOWED THAT THE US DID MNOT WAMT TO SEEK A
MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE AGREEMENT AND WAS THEREDBY LELIEERATELY
CONDEMNING THE TALKS TO FAILURE, .
THE SOVIET UNION wOULD NOT ENCAGE |IN UN!L&TERAL DISARMAMENT, AND,
IF NEW AMERICAN MISSILES WERE DEPLOYED, wWOULD RESPOND
APPROPR IATELY.
AS THE US WAS HOT WILLING TO AGREE TO THE ELIMINATION OF MEDIUM
RANGE AND TACTICAL NUCLZAR WEAPOHS IN THE TUROPEAN ZONE, THE
SOVIET UNION WAS PREPARED TO HAYE NO MOPE MISSILES THAN THERE
ALREADY WERE IN EURGPE ON TEE MATO SIDE. MEDIUM RANGE NUCLEAR
CARRYINC AIRCRAFT SHOULD ALSD BE REDUCED TO EQUAL LEVELS. THE
RESULT WCULD EE FULL EQUALITY AT AM INCOMPARASBLY LOWER LEYEL.
WAS THE US WILLING TO SIGN SUCH AN AGREEMENT BASED O EQUALITY
AnD EQUAL SECURITY ?

5) A 3UMMIT TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT AS SUGGESTED BY REAGAM ?

- SUMMITS HAD A SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE SCLUTION OF COMPLEX
PRCBDLEMS. A MEETING BETWEEM SOVIET AND US LEADERS AINED AT
FINDING MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE DECiSIOHS ON CURRENT ISSUES AND AT
THE DEVELOPMENT OF BILATERAL RELATIONS wOULD 3E USEFUL FCR THE
USSR, US, EUROPE AND THE WHOLE WORLD.

FOR REAGAN TO MAKE A HMEETING COHDITIONAL UPCOM SOVIET AGREEMENT
ON HIS UMACCEPTABLE PROPOSAL ON NUCLZAR WEAPONS IN EUROPE WAS
HOT EVIDENCE OF A SERIQUS APPROACH TO THIS QUESTICN.

THAT WAS OHLY TO 52 REGRETTED.
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RMER THAM ANDROPOV'S KINGSBURY=SMITH INTERVIEW
AT F i MOSCOW TELHO 898). EUT THERE IS THE
SANE CAREFULLY CbLTIV'TLD |HAGE OF {ODERATIOH AND *'SERIQUSHESS''

(A WORD USED TWICE TO CONTRAST THE SOVIET AND US APPRCACHES).

04 SUBSTANCE (INF) THERE IS NO HINT OF FURTHER MOVEMENT IN THE
SOVIET POSITIOH BUT THE PRESENTATION IS AGAIN CAREFUL. ANDROPOY
'S AT PAINS TO PUT ACROSS THE CLAIYM THAT THE SOVIET PROPOSALS
|HVOLVE EQUALITY AND WILL LEAD TO EQUAL LEVELS OF ARMAMENTS.

3. AS FAR AS THE U.S. AMBASSADOR HERE IS AWARE THE RUSSIANS WERE
NOT GIVEN ADVANCE WARNING OF PRESIDENT REAGAM'S LETTER:

IF $0, THE SOVIET RESPONSE IS UNUSUALLY PROMPT. ARTHAN TELLS ME

THAT, IN ADDITION TO ITS OBVIOUS PROPAGANDA ELEMENT, HE SEES IN

AHDROPOV'S REPLIES A FURTHER INDICATION (''COMPLEMEMTING THE HINTS

WE HAVE HAD FROM OTHEP SOURCES'') OF A GENUINE SCVIET DESIRE FOR A

SUMMIT IN DUE COURSE.

FCO PLEASE PASS TO SAVING ADDRESSEES

RATFORD

SAANDAR))
DEFENCE D
AcdD
RES) | ENT TO
NF‘S) . 10 DOWNING STREET
CQ%IMETQ?{w_E A48

[Phssed Ae REpUESTED |




