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TELEGRAM NUMBER 146 OF 18 MARCH

ARGENTINE PRESSURC ON URUGUAY:® THE BISCOE AND THE MONSUNEN,

1. DR MAESO TOLD ME LAST NIGHT AT A DIHMER PARTY FOR THE
AMBASSADCOR DESIGNATE TO LCNDON THAT THE VISITS TO MONTEVIDEO
OF THE MONSUNEN AND THE BISCOE WERE CAUSING SERIOUS PROBLEMS,
THE ARGENTINE PRESS YESTERDAY CARRIED STORIES ABOUT THE BISCOE
AND THE MONSUNEN VISITINE MONTEVIDEO TO TAKE ON SUPPLIES FOR
THE FALKLANDS AND THE URUGUAYAN AMBASSADOR IN BUENOS AIRES WAS
BEING PRESSED FOR COMMENT OXN WHMAT THE ARGENTINES ARE REGARDING
AS PROVIDING UNEXPECTED LOGISTIC SUPPORT TC A MEIGHBOURING
SISTER COUKTRY.
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3. TODAY’S URUGUAYAN PRESS HAVE TAKEN UP THE STORY AND CARRY A
STATEMENT BY THE ARGENTIKE AMBASSADOR IN BUENGS AIRES TO THE
EFFECT THAT WHATEVER THE SHIPS DID IN MONTEVIDEO WAS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH NORMAL PRIVATE CCMMERCIAL CPERATIONS AND THE
URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT WAS IN NO POSITION TO INTERVENE.

4, WE ALSO ARE BEING ASKED TO COMMENT. WE ARE TAKING THE LINE
THAT BRITISH MERCHANT VESSELS HAVE VISITED MONTEVIDEQ FOR




ASKEDTO TOMMENT, WEARE TAKCING THE LNE
HANT VESSELS 1} s D_MONTEVIBEO--FOR
IT SEEMS NORMAL TMAT THEY SHOULD CONTINUE TO DO €0,
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YOUR TELEGRAM NO 68 TO UKMIS GENEVA AND MY IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING
TELEGRAM: ARGENTINE NEXT OF KIN,

i, GIVEN THE REAL WORRIES EXPRESSED BY DR MAESO | ASKED WHAT
THE URUGUAYANS KNEW ABOUT DESTEFANIS, IT IS EVIDENT THAT THERE
HAS BEEN NO OFFICI!AL APPROACH TO THE URUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT,

2., DR MAESO HOWEVER SAID THAT GIVEN THE CURRENT PROBLEMS WITH
ARGENTINA, IF HMG WERE PREPARED TO ACCEPT AN ARGENTINE NEXT OF
KIN YISIT IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL ALL ROUKD |F MONTEVIDEO WERE TO
BE USED AS A STAGEING POST, THIS, AS DURING THE CONFLICT WOULD
PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF URUGUAY®S EVEN-HANDEDNMESS AND WOULD BE
HELPFUL TC URUGUAY, TR MAESQ ASSUMED THAT HMG WISHED TO AVOID
AN INCIDENT IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC, ON THE OTHER HAND IF 4E
ACCEPTED A HUMANITARIAN VISIT WE WOULD ALSO BE MAKING THE
TACIT POINT OF OUR DE FACTC JURISDICTION,

3. | DID NOT REFER IN ANY WAY TO CUR EXCHANGES WITH THE_lEEF
BUT SAID THAT JUDGING FROM WHAT | HAD SEEN IN THE PRESS IT WAS
DIFFICULT TO KNOW WHC DESTEFANIS REPRESENTED, DR MAESO SAID
THAT HE DOUBTED WHETHER THIS MATTERED ALL THAT MUCH, HE
UNDERSTOOD THAT HMG WOULD WANT TO BE SURE THAT THE DESTEFANIS
BOAT WAS NOT FULL OF BOMBS AND ARMED MEN, HOWEVER URUGUAY NOW
HAD CONS IDERABLE ZXPERIENCE OF CHECKING THAT HUMANITARIAN
OPERATIONS WERE WHAT THEY WERE ALLEGED TO BE.

4, WHILE | REALISE THAT DR MAESQ®S SUGEGESTION PROVIDES A
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AT NLE T REALTOE—THAT-BRKAEEOLS SUGGESTIEH PROVIDES A
COMPLICATING FACTOR IT IS PERHAPS WORTH PURSUING, AT NO TIME
IN THE CONVERSATION WAS THERE ANY SUGGESTION THAT OUR NEXT OF
KIN VISIT WAS TO BE CANCELLED, WE MUST HOWEVER BEAR IN MIND
HIS REFERENCE TO EVEM-HANDEDNESS,

4, MATTERS WERE LEFT THAT | WOULD REPORT,
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