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TELEGRAM NUMBER 218 OF 29 MARCH

MIPT =17: ARGENTINE NOK: COUNCILLOR REACTION

1 COUNCHLLOR REACT4ON WAS PREDICTABLY NEGATIVE, ALTHOUGH {N THE END
THEY PROBABLY FOR THE MOST PART ACCEPTED THE NECESSITY FOR THE
AGREEMENT QUOTE iN PRINCIPLE UNQUOTE AND THE PUBLIC AHNOUNCEMENT

- IN4TJAL REACTAON ANCLUDED ACCUSATIONS THAT HMG WAS BACK-TRACKING
FROM {TS COMMITMENT (WHICH { QUESTIONED) THAT NO ARGENTINES wWOULD
VISIT BEFORE THEIR GOVERNMENT FORMALLY ANNOUNCED THE END OF
HOSTILITIES AND TMAT F1G WAS BE{NG OVERRULED ON THE FIRST MAJOR
POLITICAL 1SSUE SINCE THE INVASION AFTER THE PRIME M{N{STERS STATE=-
MENT THAT $SLANDERS SHOULD HAVE MORE SAY IN THEIR OWN AFFA{RS.
WHILE COUNCALLORS WERE SYMPATHETYC ON THE PROBLEMS WH{CH MIGHT
FACE URUGUAY ON THE UK NOK VISIT, URUGUAY WAS NOT (REPEAT NOT) A
FRIEND AND WAS MAKING CAP{TAL OUT OF THE AFFAIR. CHEANSHATAOULD-
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SNOWBALL 1 AT—COULH—ERDUP RS ANOTHER QUOTESCRAR MERCHANT DEALER ()
UNQUOTE. WHAT WOULD HAPPEN iF THE HOKS WOULD NOT LEAVE QUES

3 1 REHERSED AGA{N THAT THIS WAS AN {NDIVIDUAL PROJECT BY DESTAFANIS
AHD THAT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT WAS NOT 4NVOLVED:s THAT THEY COULD
NOT CHARGE HMG WITH ACTING BEHIND THE F1GS BACK OR OF NOT CONSUL~-
TANG COUNCILLORS, THAT URUGUAY HAD, FOR 4TS OWN UNDERSTANDABLE
REASONS TO BE SEEN AS BE{NG EVEN HANDED AND THAT THE SHIP AND ViSi-
TORS WOULD BE ESCORTED BY THE M4LITARY THROUGHOUT

b ONE COUNCILLOR (PECK) SA{D H{S CONSTITUENTS WERE VERY OPPOSED

TO THE ARGENTYHWE V4S4T AND HAD SUGGESTED A PUBLAC MEETING. IF
COUNC4LLORS MADE DECISIONS ON BEWALF OF COMMUNITY AND THEY WERE
COMPLETELY OPPOSED, HE WOULD HAVE TO RESIGN. THERE WAS RELUCT-

ANT AGREEMENT THAT THINGS WERE TOO FAR ADVANCED TO CHANGE NOW. (f
EMPHASISED THAT 4S WAS NOT HMGS FAULT, BUT DESTEFANIS AND THE
URUGUAYAN AUTHORITIES THAT EVENTS HAD NOW TO MOVE SO QUICKLY.,)

i SA4D THAT 4 WOULD HOPE THAT AT ANY PUBLAC MEET4NG COUNCILLORS
WOULD SAY THAT THEY HWAD AGREED 4N PRINCIPLE THAT THE V4SIT COULD
TAKE PLACE: 4T WAS FOR THEM TO LEAD THEIR COMMUNITY.

5 THERE WAS SOME PERCEPT{ON OF THE POLITICAL DIFF{CULTIES IN NOT
QUOTE Y{ELDING TO ARGENTINE PRESSURE UNQUOTE WHEN ASKED 1F ICRC
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HAD TOLD THE ARGENTINE PEOPLE ABOUT THE OFFER TO SEND BODJES BACK

i SAID THAT THE {CRC WERE NEUTRAL AND WOULD ONLY TELL THE ARGENTINE
GOVERNMENT. (YOU SHOULD BE VERY AWARE OF THE DEEP SUSPIC{ON WiTH
WHiCH JSLANDERS VIEW 4CRC AS A RESULT OF THE {NCIDENT DURING THE
OCCUPATION WHEN AN JCRC REPRESENTATIVE LARDED OW BOARD A SUPPOSED
ARGENT{NE HOSPITAL SHAP WHiCH ALLEGEDLY UHLOADED EXOCET MiSSILES
WITHOUT REPORTANG THAT FACT. WHILE WORLD OPINION WOULD DOBTLESS
ACCEPT THE NEUTRALATY OF ICRC THE SAME DOES HOT HOLD WiTH {SLANDERS)
6 WHEN CHEEK SA4D HE WAS ANNOYED THAT HMG HAD MADE THE AMNOUNCEMENT
BEFORE COM{NG BACK TO COUHNCHLLORS 4 TOLD H4M THAT HMG HAD HAD NO
OPTHON AS THE STORY WAS ABOUT TO BREAK {N UK AS A RESULT OF THE PRESS
S

HERE KNOWING WHAT WAS SA4D 4® COUNCIL LAST WEEK. 1T WAS {MPORTANT
THAT DiSCUSSIONS 4K COUNCHL REMAINED STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

BT




CONFIDENTIAL

0 271915Z MAR 383
FM CIVIL COMMISSIONER PORT STANLEY
TO FCO LONDON
BT
CONF I
SIC EAJ
ARGENT INE NEXT OF XIN
{. JOHN 1ZARD OF THE GUARD{AN CALLED AND ASKED FOR ADVICE ON THE
FILING OF A PIECE ON THE ARGEMTINE NEXT OF K__ifJ WHICH CONTAINED A
adJS]i“T|AL'Y CORRECT VERSION OF 41_p|scu53idua_yiru COUNC {LLORS
NOT REVEAL HIS SOURCE BUT {T CLEARLY CAME FRO
QUHC ILLORS PRESENT
AT IT WOULD BE AGAINST OUR BEST INTERESTS
ORY TODAY AND HE HAS AGREED TO HOLD IT UMNLESS
S THE NEWS IN A FIRST EDITION TOMORROW. HUNT
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