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TELEGRAM NUMBER 1152 OF 28 APRIL

INFO PRIORITY UKMIS GENEVA, BERNE, UKMIS NEW YORK, OTTAWA, UKDEL
NATO, UKREP BRUSSELS, STOCKHOLM, BRASILIA, MONTEVIDEO (FOR PS/MR
ONSLOW), REYKVAVIK, LIMA, SANTIAGO, QUITO, TOKYO, DUBLIN, MODUK,

OTHER NATO POSTS.

MY TELEGRAM NUMBER 1135: FALKLANDS/ARGENTINE NEXT OF KIN.

L. MICHEL (DEPUTY TO ENDERS) TELEPHONED MINISTER THIS MORNING
HES kY. THAT. AFTER THOROUGH DISCUSSION VITHIN THE STATE DEPARTMENT,
THEY HAD RELUCTANTLY CONCLUDED THAT THERE WAS_JIOTHING

CONSTRUCTIVE THE AMERICANS COULD DO TO DISCOURAGE THE DESTEFANIS
VENTURE. THEY HAD THOUGHT ABOUT THIS CAREFULLY BUT COULD NOT SEE

A WAY OF APPROACHING THE ARGENTIIIAN AUTHORITIES WHICH WOUTTBE
EITHER HELPFUL TO US OR AVOID BE|NG DAMAGING TO THEMSELVES.
=

2. MICHEL SAID THAT, FOR WHAT IT WAS WORTH, THE IMPRESS|ON

WHICH THE US EMBASSY Il BUENOS A{RES HAD GAINED WAS THAT
DESTEFANIS' INTENTION wAS TO BURN AROUND [F CHALLENGED BY THE
ROYAL NAVY. THEY DID NOT THINK HE WOULD COURT A SER|OUS
CONFRONTATION. HE WOULD OF COURSE EXPLOIT TO THE MAX IMUM THE
PRESENCE OF PRESS REPRESENTATIVES ON BOARD SO AS TO RECORD THE
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PRESEREE—OF PRESS REPRESENTAT TVES ON BOARD SO AS—TO—RECORD_THE
INCIDENT FOR POSTERITY.

3. THOMAS THANKED MICHEL FOR HIS QUICK RESPONSE. HE SAID IT WAS
FOR THE AMERICANS TO JUDGE WHETHER THERE WAS ANYTHING THEY COULD
YSEFULLY DO OR NOT, HE HAD HOPED THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN ABLE T0
FIND A WAY OF LETTING THE ARGENT il 1ANS KNOY THAT THEY DID NOT
SUPPORT THE wWAY THE VISIT WAS BEING ORGANISED., WE KNEW FROM
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE THAT THE ARGENTINIANS WERE PRONE TO MISREAD
SIGNALS AND Il THIS CASE AMERICAN SILENCE COULD BE TAKENW AS A
SIGNAL. AS MICHEL KNEW, QUR OWN OBJECTIVE WAS TO TRY TO MOVE
TOWARDS NORMAL ISAT |ON OF RELAT{ONS AND WE BELIEVED THIS WAS ALSO
IN _THE REAL INTERESTS OF THE ARGENWTINIANS. (F DESTEFANIS

WENT AHEAD WITH HiS PLAN, IT WOULD CERTAINLY NOT HELP THE PROCESS
OF NORMALISATION. WE HOPED THAT FRIENDS WOULD FIND OPPORTUNITIES
OF GETTING THIS THOUGHT ACROSS. MICHEL WAS NOT TO BE MOVED.

HE REPEATED THAT WITH THE BEST WILL IN THE WORLD - AND THERE WAS
STRONG SYMPATHY IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OVER THE PROBLEM

WE WERE FACED WITH = THEY DID NOT SEE ANYTHING THEY COULD
USEFULLY DO TO HELP. ————— =
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