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DESAPAREC:IDOS

1. THE ARGENTINE JUNTA'S ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT DESAPARECLDOS

LAST WEEK PROVOKED A STRONG REACTJON N [TALY. PRESIDENT PERTIN I
SENT A MESSAGE ‘N HI'S NAME AND THAT OF THE KTAL AN PECPLE
DENOUNCING THE '"'APPALLING CYWNiCiHSM'' OF THE COMMUNIQUE WHICH
PLACED THOSE RESPONSHBLE ''OUTSIDE CivILI'SED HUMAN SOCIETY'',
THE MFA TERMED THE POSIETILON OF THE ARGENTINE JUNTA UNACCEPTABLE,
ADDING THAT bT COULD NOT BE CONSIDERED A RESPONSE TO REPEATED
+<TAL lAN REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION ON THE DiISAPPEARANCE OF I-TALANS
SINCE 1976. THE MFA NOTE ALSO ASKED HOW THE COMMUMN:IQUE COULD BE
RECOMCILED wITH ARGENT:INE UNDERTAK/INGS TO THE COMMISSION ON
HUMAN RIGHTS TO SOLVE THE DESAPARECIDOS PROBLEM, THE ITAL JAN
AMBASSADOR IN BUENOS AIRES WAS INSTRUCTED TO PROTEST ON THESE
LINES, AND ALSO TO CALL FOR A MEETING OF EC AMBASSADORS THERE

TO COORDINATE REACTIONS. COLOMBO HIMSELF, INTERVEEWED |N BAGHDAD
DURING H4S MIDDLE EAST TOUR, EXPRESSED H:IS ANGER AND AMAZEMENT
AND CALLED OMN THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT TO EXPLAIN 'TSELF BETTER
ON THE SPEC:HFIC CASES RAISED BY ITALY.

2. THE <iTALIAN PRESS REPORTED ALL TH{S AT LENGTH, WiTH BACKGROUND
FEATURE ARTICLES. ALL THE MAJOR PARTIES PRODUCED STATEMENTS
CONDEMNING THE ARGENT:INE COMMUMIQUE.

3. TODAY'S ‘IiTAL:/AN NEWSPAPERS REPORT THAT THE ARGENTINE

AMBASSADOR IN ROME HAS, ON INSTRUCTIONS, MADE A FORMAL

SROTEST TO THE MFA ABOUT PERTIN{'S MESSAGE TO THE JUNTA AND
OMPLETE y G0 ¢ NDS THAT 1T REPRESENTS

A HARMFUL INTERFERENCE N ARGENTINA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 'IN

REPLY PERTIM:I HAS SENT A FURTHER MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT BIGNOME

ARGUING THAT (A) HE HAD A RIGHT TO PROTEST BECAUSE THERE WERE

FTALJANS AMONG THE VICTIMS, (B) ARGENTINA AS A MEMBER OF THE

UN, AND TS RULERS HAD TO ANSWER TO THE WORLD FOR EVERY VIOLATION

OF HUMAN RIGHTS, (C) THE FACT THAT OTHER HEADS OF STATE HAD MOT

PROTESTED AS HE HAD WAS THEIR BUSINESS, (D) IT WAS HARD

TO UNDERSTAND WHY BJIGNONE, AS AN HONEST MAN AND UPRIGHT OFFICER,

SHOULD WISH TO DEFEND OFF:ICERS WHO HAD DISHONQURED THEIR UNIFORM.

THIS F'I'RM STAND IS LUKELY TO WiN PERTINI: CONSIDERABLE CREDIT IN

THE EYES OF THE KTALIAN PUBLIC.
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4, THIS EXCHANGE MUST HAVE DONE SOME DAMAGE TO RELATIONS
BETWEEN ITALY AND ARGENTINA, ALTHOUGH SO FAR THE HARSHEST

/ORDS HAVE COME FROM THE PRESIDENT RATHER THAR THE .ITALIAN
GOVERNMENT. NO PARTY, LEAST OF ALL ‘InN AN ELECTION CAMPAIGN,
WILL WISH TO SUGGEST 44 PUBLIC THAT ITLAY SHOULD TAKE A

SOFTER L INE. WE MAY THEREFORE EXPECT ITALY TO REMAIN ‘I'N

THE FOREFRONT OF THOSE COUNTRIES PROTESTING AT THE ARGENTIMNE
ANNOUNCEMENT, AND PERHAPS TO PURSUE FURTHER COLOMEC'S «(DEA OF
CONSULT MG EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING NON-EC ONES THAT

ALSO HAVE MISS/ING NATIONALS. THERE IS MUCH SPECULATION THAT THE
JUTALIAN AMBASSADOR (N BUENOS AIRES MAY BE RECALLED, OR THAT THE
ARGENT INES MAY SEEK HIS RECALL.

THE MFA HAVE DECLINED TO BE DRAUN.

FALKLANDS

5, THE JTAL:WAN PRESS PACKED UP RUMOURS FROM BUENOS AIRES

THAT THE ITALIAN AMBASSADORS I# LONDON AND BUENOS AIRES

HAVE RECENTLY URGED & PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE FALKLANDS DISPUTE.
THE MFA HAVE THEREFORE CONFIRMED THIS BUT WITHOUT GIVING

DETAILS, STRESSING THAT 1T WAS WRONG TO INTERPRET THIS

MOVE AS AN OFFER OF ‘WTAL:‘WAN MEDIATION, WE HAVE AGREED WITH THE
DEPARTMENT THAT N RESPONSE TO ANY PRESS ENQUIRIES HERE

WE SHALL SAY ONLY THAT THE FALKLANDS HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED IN THE
COURSE OF NORMAL CONTACTS BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS ON MATTERS
OF COMMON “INTEREST.

6. & TALKING TO THE MFA, WE SHALL STICK TO THE L:ANE TAKEN BY
MR ONSLOW AND BY GIFFARD ON 14, AND 28 APRIL RESPECTIVELY.
COLOMBO'S SCOPE FOR PROMOTING COMPROMISE SOLUTIONS MAY BE
REDUCED BY THE FRESH PUBLICITY OVER THE DESAPARECIDOS (1SSUE

AND BY THE PROBABLE (MMINENCE OF THE GENERAL

ELECTION HERE. WE KNOW HOWEVER THAT MFA OFFICIALS ARE STILL

WORK ING ON POSSIBLE WAYS TO BRING ABOUT NEGOTLATIONS BETWEEN
BRITAIN AND WHATEVER CIVIL AN GOVERNMENT EMERGES IN ARGENTINA,
AND OUR RESPONSE TO CAGIATI'S DEMARCHE wiILL THEREFORE NEED TO
EXPLAIN CAREFULLY WHY ‘IT 15 NOT FOR HMG TO MAKE THE FIRST MOVE.
A DETAILED NOTE OF THE EFFORTS WE HAVE ALREADY MADE TO NORMAL'I'SE
RELATIONS WOULD HELP, TOGETHER WITH ALL THE AVAILABLE EVIDENCE
OF ARGENTINE :INTRANSIGENCE (ESPECIALLY THAT WHICH RELATES TO THE
POLITICAL PARTIES RATHER THAN THE JUKTA).
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DESTEFANIS
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7. THE 4 TALIAN PRESS HAVE REPORTED WITH LITTLE COMMENT THE
JUNTA'S WITHDRAWAL OF SUPPORT FOR DESTEFANIS AND HIS
OWN CHANGE OF PLAN,

8. FCO PLEASE PASS TO SAV.MNG ADDRESSEES

REPEATED AS
BRIDGES e
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