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WHITE PAPER ON "THE DEVELOPMENT OF CABLE SYSTEMS AND SERVICES"

Thank you for sending me a copy of your minute of 21 April to the
Prime Minister, with a copy of the draft White Paper.

Both Ceorge Younger and Nick Edwards have raised with you the
question of territorial representation on the proposed cable
Authority. Given the small size of the Authority I had not
intended to suggest territorial representation, but I would have
to press the case for Northern Ireland representation if we were
to decide that Scotland and Wales should be represented.

I am concerned, however, about whether the arrangements described
in the White Paper go far enough to protect us against abuse of
cable systems by subversive elements. I have noted the careful
limitations on the granting of franchises to political organis-
ations, and the restrictions that will apply both to the arrange-
ments for granting franchises and to the programmes which opera-
tors may show. I would, however, be grateful for your reassurance
that you are satisfied that these arrangements are sufficiently
vater-tight to prevent, in the circumstances of Northern Ireland,
subversive organisations such as the well known terrorist organicsa-
tions from using cable systems to peddle propaganda.

I am similarly, though less acutely, concerned that the arrange-
ments for applying the tests of taste and decency should take into
account any distinctive local sensitivities. I imagine this is a
point which will apply to other parts of the United Kingdom besides
Northern Ireland and would be glad to have confirmation that the
cable authority in exercising-its responsibilities will have some
mechanism to ensure that it has fully taken into account local
sensitivities in reaching its decisions both on franchises and,
where necessary, on programmes.

Although
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Although both these points have been prompted by a reading of the
draft White Paper I would not wish to suggest that publication of
the White Paper should be delayed while we resolve these issues.

I am sending a copy of this letter to the Prime Minister, to Cabinet
colleagues, and to Sir Robert Armstrong.




