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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 30 August 1983

The Prime Minister has now seen your Minister's minute
of 16 August proposing the appointment of Mr. Austen Laing
as Chairman of the Home-Grown Cereals Authority. Mrs Thatcher
has agreed to this appointment but has suggested that the
activities of the Authority need re-assessment. Some of
their activities appear to overlap with those of other Authorities
whilst others seem superfluous. In particular, Mrs Thatcher
has asked why the Intervention Board for Agricultural Produce
needs agencies for the” intervention buying of cereals. 1In
addition, she wonders why the Home-Grown Cereals Authority
needs to sponsor research when the Agricultural Research
Council already exists for this purpose. I should be grateful
if Mr. Jopling could consider these points and advise the
Prime Minister further.

I am sending copies of this letter to Muir Russell (Scottish

Office), Adam Peat (Welsh Office), John Lyon (Northern Ireland
Office) and Richard Hatfield (Cabinet Office).

TIM FLESHER

R. Lowson, Esq.,
Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries & Food

Gopas X rppo Sedial.




