Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

25 October 1983

Thank you for your letter of 21 October and its
enclosures about the public announcement of the award of
South Atlantic Battle Honours.

Lady Young is content with the way in which you propose
the annoucement should be handled. She asks, however, that
MOD officials keep in close touch th the FCO about the
timing of the announcement of the Army honours referred to
in Answer 4 of the media briefing
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Further to Lord Trefgarne's letter of 13 October about the announcement
next week of Falkland Battle Honours, it is now planned to announce

the honours by means of written answers in both houses on Tuesday

25 October. Lord Trefgarne will also refer to them in his speech
winding up the defence debate in the House of Commons. I attach a copy
of the proposed Parliamentary Questlion and Answer, and a copy of

the Q and A brief for the media. No doubt you will let me know if

Lady Young sees any significant difficulties in what 1s proposed.
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I am copying this letter and its enclosures to John Coles and David
Beamish.
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At

Private Secretary




ask [the r:,zeu;;” of State for Defence]/[HMG]
[he
hether

jey are] yet able to make a statement on
and units which took part in the Falklands
be able to include the campalign in their

b TR ¢ ¢ C‘f‘ f

)]

ANSWER: Her Majesty The Queen has graciously approved the Award
of battle honours > ships anc its of the three Services and the
Merchant Navy which took ps¢ in the campalgn to liberate the
Falkland : The ard of the battle honour "Falkland Islands

ships, submarines and Fleet Air Arm

were below 359 South and were north
of 60° South 1 1e South Atlantic between "2 April and 14 June
1982. Royal Fleet Auxiliaries and Royal Maritime Auxlliary Service
vessels will similarly qualify as will ships taken up from trade in
support of the operation. The ships and naval alr squadrons which
qualify
The Theatre Honour "Falkland Islands 1982" together with honours
for the engagement at Goose Green, Mount Longdon, Tumbledown Mountain
and Wireless Ridge have been approved for the Army. Those Regiments
which took part in the Campaign will be entitled to claim thes
honours in accordance with normal practice in the Army. After
these ns have been sidered by the Army Board recommendations
will submitted for He 1a j y The Queen's approval. I am
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therefore not able & his stage to list the Regiments which will

be so honoured.

The Squadrons of the Royal Air Force listed below, which saw service
between 2 April and 14 June 1982 South of 35° and North of 600
South or took part in an operational sortie south of Ascension

Island will be awarded the battle honour "South Atlantic 1982
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RFA APPLELEAF RFA RESOURCE

RFA BAYLEAF RFA SIR BEDIVERE

RFA UE ROVER FA 2 GALAHAD
RFA BRAMBLELEAF RFA S GERAINT
RFA ENGCADINE FA SIR LANCELOT
RFA FORT AUSTIN RFA SIR PERCIVALE
. RFA FORT GRANGE R TRISTRAM
RFA OLMEDA ‘A STROMNESS
RFA OLNA tFA TIDEPOOL
RFA PEARLEAF *A TIDESPRING
RFA PLUMLEAF RMAS TYPHOON

RFA




MERCHANT SHIPS TAKEN UP

FROM

ATLANTIC
ATLANTIC CONVEYOR
BALTIC FERR Y

"TSH

BR ITluA

ANBZRRA

‘\T-’T‘.‘.:"l-'T\'."‘: Y‘\ N A Tm
CONT tNDICR BEZAN i 2

GEESTPOR
IRIS
IRISHMAN
LYCAON
NORDIC FERRY
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RMS QUEEN ELIZABETH 2
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SAXONIA
SCOTTISH EAGLE
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