PRIME MINJMSTER

The Prime Minister of Trinidad cannot come

tonight - he has an engagement.

I have suggested that we will try to fit
him in at 1830 hours tomorrow evening. This
would mean your leaving the President's reception
after 45 minutes or so. I have made it plain that
you will only have 30 minutes available for
Mr Chambers - he is apparently quite content with
that.

Agree that we may go ahead on this basis?

22 November 1983




BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION
NEW DELHI, INDIA

The High Commission for the Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland presents its compliments to the High
Commission for the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and,
with reference to its note, No. 212/83 of 22 November 1983,
has the honour to state that the Right Honourable Margaret
Thatcher, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, would be
delighted to meet the Honourable Goerge Chambers, Prime

Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, and suggests

that the meetin%.be held at 1830 hours on 23 November at

the Residence of the British High Commissioner.

The High Commission for the Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland avails itself of this opportunity to renew,
to the High Commission for the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

the assurances of its highest consideration.

23 November 1983




High Commission for the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago
131, Jor Bagh
New Delhi-110003, India
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COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING
NEW DELHI 1983

FOR THE INFORMATION OF DELEGATIONS

The attached paper is being circulated at the
request of the Prime Minister of Trinidad & Tobago.

Hugh Craft
Conference Secretary

Commonwealth Secretariat
Vigyan Bhavan S
New Delhi

24 November 1983




APPENDIX I

STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE PRIME MINISTER 70O THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - 26 OCTOBER 19683

It is incumbent &n the Parliament of. Trinidad and Tobago td direct
{ts attention to the tragic circumstances which heve visited Grenada over
the lest few days. I should like, therefore, to outline to this tHonaeorable
House, to the people of Trinided and Tobego and to the wider regional and
{nternational community, the position of the Government of Trinidad and

Tobago on those unprecedentdd and ominous developments.

On Friday October 14, 1983, reports reached the Government of Trinidad

and Tobago that the Prime Minister of Grenada, Maurice Bishaop, had been placed
under house arrest. Subsequently, further reports indicated that :
Deputy Prime Minister, Bernard Coard, had resigned from the Government in
order to pispel rumours that he was implicated in a plot to assgssinate

Mr. Bishop.

By Wednesday, October. 19, ﬁeus was received that Prime Minister
Bishop, together with some of his Cabinet, two prominent union leaders and
sevaral civilians had been shot and killed by the military in Grenada.
The ensuing events, as repoited, led to the imposition of military rule in
Gremada, and the estahliéhnnnt af a Revolutionary Military Council. The
Military Councilimposed, among other things, a twenty-four hour curfew over

o four-day period.

The Cabinet of Trimidad and Tobago, considered these develapments
the following day,l%hat is to say Thursday Dctuber:D, 1983. Immediately
efter the Cabinet meeting, I convened a Press Canference et which 1 exprassed.
the feeling of shock and dismay of the Cabinet at the news aof the execution

of the former Prime Minister of Grenadas end several of his Ministers.




I indicated that this Government viewed with horror the.impnrtaticn of

cuch executiaon into the English-speaking Caribbean end that under no circum-
stances whatesever could the Government and people of Trinidad and Tubagaf‘ 5
countenance the execution of public figures in the settlement of political
disputes. I slso announced that in the circumstances, the Government of
Triniddd and Tobago had -teken the following decisions with immediaté effect
and until further notice:- ; =

i. Trinidad snd Tobago would not partiéipate in esny Caricom

meetings whatsoever in which Grenada would be present.

No Grenada citizens or nationals would be @llowed entry

into Trinidad and Tobago without a visa.

No exports from Grenada into Trinidad and Tahaéa would
be afforded Caricom treatment and that no vessels
registered in Grenada would be allowed the facilities
of the Caricom Jetty in Trinidad and Tobaga. 2

Further, I made it quite clesr that.the Government of Trinidad and'TnbéQu

would take such steps as were necessary to ensure the safety of Trinidad and

Tobago nationals in Grenada.

I emphasised that these decisions of the Government of Trinidad and
Tobago were without prejudice to eny decision which might be taken by
Caricém Heads of Government at an emergency meeting which was scheduled to take
place in Port of Spain over the weekend of Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 October P
1983. The hosting of this meeting by the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobagaiﬁ.
was proposed by the Prime Hinister of Saint Lucia and efter apprapriate '

consultations.

The emergency meeting toock place in Portof Spain on Saturday 22 and
Sundary 23 October, 1983 and was attended by: the Deptity Prime Hinister uf _
Antigua and Barbuda, the Prime Minister of the Bahamas, the Foreign Minister 55
of Barbados, the Prime Minister of Belize, the Prime Minister of Domlniﬁa, the
President of Guysna, the Prime Minister of Jamaica, the Chief Minister of
Montserrat, the brime Minister of St. Vincent 2nd the Grenadines and the

Prime Minister of Trinidad end Tobega.
: ..‘./3




Proposals were advenced to the meeting that were consistent
with the established foreign policy of Trinidad and Tobago based on the
principles of the United Nations Charter to which we fully subscribe. The
fundamental slements of this policy ere non-interference in the internal
affairs of other states and the evoidance of the use of force in the conduct

of international relations and in the settlement of disputes. These prnpusalé

were:

No involvement of any externel elements in the resolution

of the Grenada situation;

The resolution aof the Grenada solution should be whally

reginnal, that is to say, Caricom in nature;

The regional solution pursued should not violate

international law and the U.N. Charter;

Any proposed solution should have as its primary

purpose the restoration of normalcy in Grenada.

Subject to & minor reservation by one Prime Minister, which as
Chairmen, I was confident would have been resolved, there was agreement in
principle on the proposals edvanced. In respect of specific proposals relating
to the restoration of normalcy in Grenada, the meeting considered whether
the Governor-General, as the legel representative of the Queen, should be
used as 8 point of contact in Grenada. We decided that through contact with

the Governor-General, we would seek to eccomplish the following:-

the immediate establishment of a broad-based civilian -
government of national reconciliation whose composition
was scceptable to the Governor-General. The primery
function of thet Government would be the putting into
place of arrangements for the holding of elections af Rty

the earlizst possible date;




accéﬁtance of a fact-finding mission cnmprising éminent—”

nationals of Caricaom States;

A S : Yk

the putting intoc place of arrangements to _ S
~ensure the safety of nzticnels of other countries in

Grenada and/or their evacuation where desired;

the acceptance of the deployment in Grenada of a

Peace-keeping Force, comprising contingents contributed-. ..

- 50 A LR T

by Caricom countries. S PR BT
4
These proposals and nbjectives in fact, represented the position of fj?7'7j

Trinidad and Tobago. As Chairman, I intimated to the Medting that I_hadtﬁf'ufwm 5
reasan to believe that the persons exercising authority in Grenada would be =
willing to treat on the basis af these proposals and nhjectiues. Hv judgemenf;'
derived from consultations I had held with the President of the Republic of |
Trinidad and Tobago, who is in London, and who at my request, had been in cpntéct'i]
with the Governor-General of Grenada. In addition, I spoke with the'secrefaffag?iff

General of the Cnmmonwealth.

By 3.06 a.m. on Sunday when the adjourmment was taken it uas‘appargnt
that cunseﬁsus had emerged in support of the proﬁusals and objectives, so
much that Heads of delegations including, some of tha OECS had suggested names
of eminent persons who would comprise the fact-finding mission to Grenada. _; %
It had also been agreed that I, as Chairman of the Meeting, would be entrdsted ;F“‘
with pursuing the initiatives. At that point, it was agreed that the number,® &
the composition and the terms of reference of the fact-finding team would be

decided on the resumption of the meeting later that morning.

The single consideration standing in the way of cample;e agreemenﬁ R
was what action members would take in the event that the regime in Ergnada"ji'?ff‘"“
refused to treat on the bzé#is of the proposals. On this one point there uas::”_”
a''division of views., Some members held that there should be instant resdrtf:;f'
to force, including extra Caricom assistance in connection there with, if
required. Others, among them Trinidad and Tobago, maintained the position that

force, be it reglonal or extra-regional, should not be the first resort in

..'./5




—respect of a sister Caricom State.” As Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobagc e,
I indicated that I would wish in the circumstances to take the matter to k- _LJA;:
Parli_ment before agreeing to' the use of Trinidad add Tubago

forces in hostilities outside of Trinidad and Tobago.

—: - - When-the meeting reconvened later that morning, one of my colleagues fkiiﬁy

from the OECS immediately informed us that a leading pergmnality aF a Caricam

country had agreed to serve on the Fact ~-finding mission. Mhatever transpired : :;_:

incidenta“y was oﬁL_huur

".'.'- I " -

- later than the appointed time, is nat within my knowlédge. But :ertain Heads, S

LB M a Y

~ fdr the first time, stated thet there-was no consensus on the proposals and
that in any event they were of the opinion that na further discussions shauld
continue along those lines. Instead, they uisheé to direct their attention Ry

to two papers which had earlier been circulated, one by the Prime Minister

of Jemaica and the other by the OECS member present. -~ - - - ;L;“:;;:“;ﬂ_

~ : -4 =g - e

The Jamaica paper, mhich was entitled "The Protocal of Purt af Spain“ S

prcpased fe-reaching amendments to the decision-making mechanisms cnntained

in the Treaty of Chaguaremas - the Caricom Agreement. The OECS papcr prnposed o

sanctions to be imposed on Grenada.
A majority of members took the political decision to suspend Grenada

from Cericom and tn support the sanctions on Grenada. The sanctions p:opongll

were as follows:

No offictel contact with the existing regime; % 5
The regime would not be permitted to participate in the___w

- iy e miimg e

—dellberations and business of the Organization; - ’-hrw_“;;_r"m 
Representatives of “the regime would not be permitted = == =

- to participate in or chair ceucuses ar groupings pertainingffffy

to meetings of international agencies and would not be I, =

permitted to spesk on behalf uf the OECS in internatiunal

agencies. . -

‘
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The regime would not be allowdd to benefit

from the trade, economic and functicnal co-aoperation
arrangements af th;_brganizatiun;

No new issues of currency will be mede to the

~ regime under the, East Caribbean CentralBank (ECCB)

arrangements; : s -
- The OECS Governments will cease all sea and air communicetion -

{1nka yitﬁ Gfgpgda.

At the conelusion of the meeting I proceeded to hold a Press o Lo s
Conference on the meeting in my capacity as Chairmen. Immediately thereafter, @
I spoke to the press in my capacity as Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobaga. |
After the Press Conference, I had discuesions with the President of Guyana

and the Prime Minister of Belize who together with the Prime Minister of - =
the Bahamas and myself were not in favour of military intervention as RS

a first resort. 0On Mondey, I spoke again to the President of Guyana and to the -
Prime Minister of Bahamas. I elsa sttempted to reach the Prime Minister : '

of Belize but he was airbcrne: at the time. We continue to be inttouch on_-

e PRI, e T B e e i T Sh e S

the matter.—- : g it s : ' - e e R ]

I would like to inform this Honourable House that in relation to my
earlier statement that the Government of Trinidad and Tobago would take such
steps as are necessary to ensure the safety of Trinidad end Tobago natiaonals
the Ministry of External Affairs had established-a mechenism for receiving
information on Trinidad and Tobago nationals who wished to leave Grenada.

As of the evening of Tuesday October 25, it had been ascertained that there

were 136 Trinidad and Tobaga nationals in Grenada who wished to be repatriated. -

We had also established contact with the office af the Governor-General
of Grenada with a view to working out arrangements for repatriation. It was
decided that & BWIA aircraft would be despatched to Grenada to transport our

nationals.

New developments, however, in Grenada have precluded the implementatinn‘

of these errangements. . . .. . _ . toste a8

i =




It is now public knowledge that military forces have landed in Grenada

end are currently engaged in hostilities there.

I would like ta state' that the first cfficial notification I,,as
Prime Minister of Trinided and Tobago and current Chairman of Caricom, received &
of the landing of forces in Grenada ceme from the United States Embessy in .-;._
Port of Spain through the Minister of External Affairs several hours after - ‘
the actual landing. I wish to state further thet to daite, I have receiued' -5i_3-
no notification from any Caricom member country of any intention to request - m;
mssistance from the Government of the United"States to intervene militarily_'  :
in Grenada nor heve I been informed by any Caricom member country that such &
request had in fact been made. At an emergency meeting of Cabinet,ygeterday, the

entire situation as was then known was reviewed.

I later called in the United States Ambassador, the British Hiéh-.‘
Commissiongr, the Venezuelan Ambassador, the High Commissioner for Canada,f'”_”“.
and the Acting High Commissioner of India to discuss the deueluphenta iq LY
Grenada and to appraise them of the position of the Trinidad and Tabagq;:f;:f ﬁL; :
Government in the continuing crisis. I also invited and met with the ﬂrchbishdpff;;
of+Port of Spain and the Bishop of Trinidad and Tobago at Whitehall for
discussions on the crisis. Earlier today, I met the Colombian Ambassador at
his request, end I have erranged a meeting with the Nigerian High Commissioner. .

Other diplomatic representatives will be called in as necessary.

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago maintains its original position -

‘on this matter and continues to hold firmly to the view that:-

1. It 1s regrettable that s solution involving the non-use
of force, proposed during the emergency meetinf of the
Heads af Government was nat allowed to he pursued;

2. It is regrettsble that a solution of a purely oo
Caricom nature was not agreed upon and was not allnued_lwﬁh

to be pursued;

3. It is regrettable that measures invalving the use of force—
as a first resort have been embarked upon;

4. It is regrettable that militepy intervention of this
nature has been imported into the Commaonwealth Caribbean.

- ' g - - ,ﬂ -
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il Y the light of the present situation end in pursuance of our originsl

initiatiues, we ahall aeek'

-
Sk e ey

e e -
te—

-~ the earliest possible uithdrawal of combat forces

in Greqada'

through aﬁhiopriate channels, the earliest estébliéhment_‘“” P
there off & Baricom peace-keeping presanca in which we

are prepared to participate. In thlS regard, we wish tal

state that in our view there ig & clear distinction betuwesn e

the rale of _an accupatlon force and that of a peace-keeping

e e — L e s s gy =
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the esteblishment of a broad-based civilian government. - f
The primary function of the civilian government would be the”ﬁ;;"
earliest puttlng into place af arrangementa for the hulding

e — Y

of free and fair elections.
the establishment of a factQ%lhding-mi;éinn cuﬁafiaing

eminent nationals of Caricom States.

At the present, the Seourity Council of the United Nations, the
Permanent Council of the DAB and the United Kingdom Parliament are all megting
of this matter. '

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago is deeply conscious af the
implications of all these developments for Trinidad and Tobsgo and for
the Caribbean es a whole. Whatever the circumstances and however Jjustifiable =
it may appear in the eyes of others, the commitment of our armed forces in thé7 :
situstion that I have dgscribedand which in the view of many, is tantamount
to war, cannot be mede on the basis of emotion or editorial hyperbole. Such
e commitment requires, in my view, reference to the Perliement af the sovereign
people of Tfinidad and Tobago. Moreover, in the inastant case it involves a
sister Caricom country which has a large and significent community of its

nationals in Trinidad and Tobago.

ey &

SRR




Lest yeer the Hesds of GGVanment_ﬁf-Cericum States, at thelr ?;”L"’
meeting in Ocho Hids,toak gpecific decisidhs against the use of Forcé in_zw;
the resolution of disputes. -More recently, in July of this yeer et-m-‘-;{;jris'_'
Fgurth Eonference of Heads of Gnuefnmﬂnt of Caricom countries in Purt of fle;
Spain, they reiterated this commitment to the non-use of furce. -The
Government of Trinidad and Tobaga,
depart from these agreed prlnc1ples partioularly without resart in the flrst

Zrwmt s e S
{nstance to efforts to'= pe=ceful recclutlnn of the Prmblem.

The Government of Trlnidad and Tobago. deeply sympathlses mith the

peuple of Erenada on uhat isﬂobvlausly a troubled time not cnlv.fnrjﬁ“zm buf s 5=

also for the Carlbbean reglmn and stands reedy to assist in a resclu;inn'
K e

___'_:...

T ——

“the crisis in acccrdance_gltn its stated principles.

P

Finally, let me “make It LZL_.'iﬁa+ *t 15 our intentian to ftezd;”*”’“ o

with this issue on =& non-pa;E;;;;_gasia end we invite our friends nppasite:?*ff*”“
“to trest the matter 11keuisﬁ‘én thet the country, the region end the?inter
national community ‘will be in n no “doubt whatsoever as to the attitude of'
this Honourable House on ma;?g;q_gf national, regional and internatinqal T

moment. --




COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING
NEW DELHI 1983

At the request of the Delegation of Trinidad & Tobago
the attached paper is being circulated to replace that on the

same subject circulated earlier today.
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Hugh Craft
Conference Secretary

Commonwealth Secretariat

T4eovan havan
v isyall B;.-_i\'._,..

New Delhi

25 November 1983




RFPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

COMMONWEALTH FINANCE MINISTERS' MEETING (1983):

REPORT OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE -REPUBLIC OF

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO TO THE COMMONWEALTH HEADS

OF GOVERMMENT MEETING, NEW DELHI =

NOVEMBER 23 = 29, 1983




RFP'IBLIC  OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Two months ago, Trinidad and Tobago had the privilege

of hosting the annual Meeting of Commonwealth Finance Ministers.

The Meeting, a significant event in the international financial
calendar, attracted special attention this year for two reasons.
First, the continuing crisis in the world economy and second, the
consideration by Finance Ministers of the Report = ""Towards & New
Bretton Woods.," This Report had been commissioned as a result of
the initiative of the distinguished Prime Minister of New Zealand,
Mr. Robert Muldoon, at the annual Meeting held in London in 1982.
Because of the importance of the issues raised in the Report, the
Ministers of Finance felt that it should be brought to the attention
of this Meeting and accordingly mandated me to convey to you the
essence of our discussions,

S

The Commonwealth has taken a lead in focusing attention
en vitally important issues pertaining to the functioning of the
international financial and trading system. Finance Ministers were
impressed with the outstanding quality of the Report and considered
it a major contribution to the on~going search for answers to a wide
range of inter-related issues on the international financial and

trading system. Ministers agreed that the analysis and recommendations

/Bhould receive...




RFPUBLIC ¢ TRINIDAD  AND TOZAGO

should receive full, detailed and careful consideration both inside
and outside the Commonwealth and requested the Secretary-General to

seek the widest possible circulation and discussion of the Report,

I can state quite categorically that there was over-
whelming support for the Report as a whole despite the reservations
of some Ministers on certain aspects, It was generally accepted that
there were basic problems in the functioning of the international
financial and trading system. Indeed, there was a strong feeling
that the current difficulties affecting the world economy were the

result of deep~-rocted structural defects and were not simply cyclical

in origin, Consequently, economic recovery in the developed indus-

trialised countries by itself should not be expected to stimulate

and susiain growth and developzent in the world economy as a whole,

Moreover, considerable doubts were expressed about the
strength of the recovery., Ministers took particular note that it
had not yet had any significant impact on the developing countries,
Although they welcomed the substantial reduction in inflation in the

industrialised countries they expressed concern that the recovery

/[remained at risk...




REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

4.5 -

remained at risk mainly because of the continuing high real interest

rates and the reduced import capability of the developing countries.
The expansion in world trade and the resurgence of economic growth

continued to be forestalled by the stubborness of the recession, by
protectionism and by the degree of adjustment demanded of the devel-

oping countries in the absence of appropriate financing.

Finance Ministers were of the considered opinion that the
motivation behind the creation of the Bretton Woods institutions
remained largely valid today. There have been manifestations of some
capability of adjustment to changing circumstances over the years and
certainly many of the recommendations contained in the Report could be

implemented through the existing institutiona.

It is clear that there have been fundamental changes in the
world economy since Bretton Woods, Several countries have become inde-
pendent and are today at various stages of development requiring diffe
erent approaches for the solution of their aeconomic problems. In
addition, not only i there growing interdependence among countries

but the issues which are critical to their economic fortunes are also

/closely interwoven...




REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

S

closely interwoven. For example, just as high interest rates in

certain countries adveresely affect others, 80 too does the price

of primary commodities influence the capacity of developing countries

to service their debt. In the present economic setting theae are
some of the circumstances which give added impetus to the need for

reform along the lines proposed in the Report,

Finance Ministers wished it to ba understood that the
establishment of the process of reform, a subject of the utmost
importance, should not delay censideration of immedinte or short-term
issues. Accordingly, considarable attention vas paid to those matters
which were before the annual m2etings of the World Bank and the Inter=
national Monetary Fund (IMF) scheduled to commence almost immediately

after the Commonwealth Finance Ministers! Meeting,

Those matters included the fellowing:=
=
- problems affecting recovery and the consequences
of slow recovery in the industrialised countries

for the developing countries,

/=_the deteriorating..,




REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
-5 -

the detericrating situation regarding inter-
national liquidity,
the external debt mituation of the developing
countries,
the level of commodity prices.
the problen of unemployﬁent.

the resource position of the International

Development Association (IDA), the World Bank

and the IMF,
conditionality or the conditions of access to
and use of IMF resources.

Ministers emphasised the great importance of the role of the
international financial institutions and the urgent need to ensure that
they are provided with adequate resourcea, They were able to speak with
one voice about the dangers posed to IDA by the delay in securing its
seventh replenishment, They pledged their support for IDA and requested
the Minigter of Finance of Canada to convey to the Bank/Fund Meetings
the strength of their support, Ministers also called for early agree-
ment on a selective capital increase for the World Rank and for urgent
implementation of the IMF's quota increase, Regretably, all those

matters are still outstanding.

/The Finance MinistersS...




REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

The Finance lMinisters accepted that the achievement of
change in the long=term requires determined political action. They
did net, ho attempt to reach a common view on the nature of the
reguired action or on the process and the specific proposals contained
in chapter nine of the Report and entitled "Next era'. Indeed, the
Report merely proposed & process of consultation in the intcrnationai
community while recognizing that other approaches were poesible,

agree with my colleague from New Zealand that what is needed is a coD=

crete expression of political will and T fully endorse his proposal to

establish a core group of Heads of Government aesisted by the Secretarye
General to advance the process of consultation vith the wider inter=-
national cemmunity,

Three Reporte on economic matters are hefore us. Pursuant
to my mandate I have reported on the deliberaticns of the Finance

Ministers, I am firm’ f the opinion that the isesues dealt with in

L
Or'CBacse
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