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TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 3732 OF 12 DECEMBER
INFO PRIORITY ZERHE

MY TELS NOS 3673 AND 3698:
ARGENT INA

1« THE VICE PRESIDENT SENT A MESSAGE TO THE PRIME MINISTER WHILE

HE WAS EN ROUTE 79 BUENOS AIRES, HMAKIMG CLEAR THAT HE wWOULD TRY
e Y ey — Y A X

TO ENCOURANGE ALFONSIN TOWARDS THE DEVELOPMENT OF MORE WNORMAL

RELATIONS WITH BRITAIN.

2. ON THE VICE PRESIDENT'S RETURN TODAY HIS FOREIGN POLICY ADVISER,
GREGG, CONTACTED US TO SAY THAT MR BUSH WAS VERY GRATEFUL TO HAVE
ADVANCE WARNING OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S HESSAGE TO ALFONSIN. WHILE
CONSCLOUS OF THE STAGGERING PROBLEMS ARGENTINA AND THE CIVILIAN
GOVERNMENT FACED, MR BUSH HAD BEEW IMPRESSED BY THE EUPHORIA IW
BUENOS AIRES AND STILL MORE, BY ALFONSIN PERSONALLY. ALFONSIN HAD
TOLD HIM THAT HE REALISED THAT QUOTE ARGENTINA WILL ALWAYS BE A
TINPOT COUNTRY UNLESS WE ABIDE BY A FEW GOLDEN RULES UWQUOTE.
ALFONSIN AND HIS DEFENCE MINISTER HAD SOUGHT US YIEWS ON WAYS

OF GVERCOMING IHTER-SERVICE RIVALRIES WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES, AND
HELPING TO ENSURE CIVILIAN CORTAOL .

s
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3. ALFONSIN HAD TOLD THE VICE PRESIDENT THAT RELATIONS WITH

BRITAIN HAD SUFFERED FROM THE FALKLANDS. BUT THEY COULD IMPRUVE.

HE WANTED IMPLEZMENTATION OF THE UN RESCLUTION. CORVERSATIONS SHOULD
BEGIN EVEN WITH DIFFERING AGENDAS ON THE TWO SIDES. THE KEY 3STEPS




WOULD BE AN END TO THE ExCLuthN-ZUuE AMD AVOIDANCE OF THE CREATION
OF A QUUTE FORTRESS UNQUOTE IN THE SOYIH ATLANTIC. THE VICE
ID THAT HE KHEW THAT WE WANTED 7O RE-BUILD THE
THOUGH WE WERE NOT PREPARED TO DISCUSS SUVERIEGNTY.
F ARGENTINA HAD HOT BEZN EASY FOR BRITAIH TO ACCEPT.
GO0D RELATIONS WiTH BOTH COUNTRIES. ¥ THE US
L PART, THEY WERE PREPARED TO DO SO, BUT NOT

3COPE TU DU SU.

5. GREGG SAID THAT ALFONSIN SEEMED TO HWAVE TAKEN A SHMILAR LIKE
IN 1S INTERVIEW WITH THE QUOTE O
SUNDAY .

O3SERVER UNQUOTE OH
ﬁ

5. WE THANKED GREGG FOR THIS ACCOUNT. WE POINTED OUT THAT ALFONSIN
IN HIS INAUGURAL ADDRES

QUOTE A FACT PREYIOUS T
HELPFUL. 30T IT REMAINE
HUEEIL RELAT IONSHIP,

S HAD TALKED ASOUT SOVEREIGNTY BEING
C NEGOTIATION UNQUOTE ETC. THIS WAS NOT
D OUR DESIRE TO WORK BACK TOWARDS A MORE

5« | SHALL BE HAVING A FURTHER TALK WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT

ABGUT THIS AND OTHER MATTERS ON WEDHESDAY. |- SHALL BE DRAWING HIS
ATTENTION TO YOUR REMARKS (X YOUR BSC. INTERVIEW (YCUH FEL. NO. 595
TQO PORT STANLEY). PLEASE LET ME KHOW !F THERE ARE OTHER POI&TS

YOU WISH ME TO PUT TO His, | SHALL OF COURSE TELL HIWM

THAT THE PRIME MINISTER wOULD 3€ DELICHTED TG SEc WM IN LUNDON

IN JARUARY 1934,
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