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1. I SAW PORTUGUESE PRj{ME MIN|STER ON 12 DECEMBER,

2, SOARES SAID HE HAD ASKED TO SEE ME BECAUSE HE HAD SPOKEN TO
THE PRESS ABOUT HIS VISIT TO BUENOS AIRES AND HAD MENT{ONED
PRES{DENT ALFONSIN'S WISH FOR BETTER RELATIONS WiTH 3RITAIN.

HE WANTED TOQ GIVE ME HIS 1MPQE StP"S. ;

3. ALFONSIN HAD STRUCK HIM AS LIKE A EUROPEAN L{BEPAL = '' RATHEP
LIKE HELMUT SCHMIDT'', HE HAD ALREADY TAKEN SOME ACT|OM AGAINST
THE MILATARY, DISMISSING 57 GENERALS AND SPEAKING ACAINST
MIL|TARY VENTURES BY WHICH HE HAD MEANT THE FALKLAMDS |NVASIOM,
HE WOULD HAVE REAL DIFFICULTIES WITH THE PERONISTS AND LABOUR
ORGAMISAT|ONS BUT SOARES BELIEVED THERE WAS A PROSPECT THAT
DEMOCRACY COULD BE RESTORED [N ARGENTINA AND HAD RETURNED
CONV:INCED THAT (T WAS N THE INTERESTS OF EUROPE AND THE WEST
THAT ALFONS/IN SHOULD SUCCEED.

4. DURING MEETINGS IN BUENOS AIRES SOARES HAD STRESSED PORTUGAL'S
ALLIANCE WITH BRITAIN AND |MPORTANCE HE DERSONALLY ATTACHED TO
1S RELAT|ONS WITH BRITAIN WHOSE PRIME M|%|STER HE HAD

INVATED TO WISiT PORTYGAL SOON, AT A SUBSEQUENT SRIVATE MEETING
ALFONSIN HAD REVERTED TO THIS AND ASKED HIM |F HE WOULD DQ WHAT
HE COULD TO CONVINCE THE BRIT:|SH GOVERMMENT OF 41S uwiSH £00 2WTTER
RELAT|ONS. SOARES SAID AE FELT |T HiS DUTY TO TRANSMIT THiS
MESSAGE. HE BELJEVED THAT AT HEART DEMOCRATIC POLITIC|ANS IN
ARGENTINA KNEW QUITE WELL THAT 30T FOR MRS THATCHER'S RESPONSE

TO THE FALKLANDS INVASION THEY WOULD NOT HAVE GOT THE|R A

"PRESENT OPPORTUNITY, BRITAIN (AND THEREFORE EYROPE) WAS STILL
UNPOPULAR iN SCUTH AMERICA BUT THERE WAS AN OFPORTUNITY T0
RESUME A HEALTHFUL DEMOCRAT:C -|NFLUENCE,

5« | ASKED (F ALFONSIN HAD TAKEN THE |NITIAT|VE, SOARES SA|D THAT

SEQUENCE HAD BEEN AS DESCRIBED ABOVE. ALFONSIN HAD RA{SED
QUESTION OF |MPROVED RELATIONS WiTH HMG AS SOON AS HE HAD
RECEIVED SOARES IN PRIVATE,

6. .. THANKED SOARES FOR HIS' ACCOUNT AND UNDERTOOK TO REPORT,
| THEN SPOKE ON LANES OF GUIDANCE TELNO 166 (PARACRAPH 4),

MEMORIES OF THE CONFLICT FORCED UPON US LAST YEAR WERE STILL
FRESH AND CONF-IDENCE HAD TO BE REBUILT STEP BY STEP. 4 FELT
SURE THERE WOULD BE GRAT|TUDE |N LONDON FOR SCARESES |NTEREST AM
THAT THIS WCULD BE BORNE IN M{ND, WE WEPE NOW PURSU{NG
DEVELOPMENTS THROUGH OUR OWM CHAMMELS.
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7. IN A SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATICN W|TH SOARES'S
WHO HAD BEEN PRESENT, HE TOLD ME HE THOUGHT SCA i

OF THIS OPPORTUMNTY TO GIVE AN ACCCUNT OF HIS COMVE
PRESIDENT ALFONSIN., HE WOULD NOT EXPECT ANY |MMEDIATE R
BUT M|GHT REVERT TO THE MATTER DURING THE PRIME °

ViSIT TO L ISBON,

8. SEE ALSO M|FT,
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