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1. We are running into difficulties in the Commumity over the

nomination of the new IEA Executive Director. Chancellor Kohl
raised the issue with the Prime Minister on 28 February. You will
have heard of the awkward proposals for a vote magde in Coreper on
1 March. The issue will resurface in Coreper early next week.

Voting is likely to take place on Tuesday 6 March, and we believe

the voting process will continue until one candicdate achieves a

majority.

2 We have so far taken the view that the US candidate probably
has the best qualities. I had hoped thég_gy now, 2 month since
candidates were formally proposed, we would be able to see whether
4 consensus was emerging round the American, or a2t least whether
opposition to the American was such that he could mot hope to be

elected. As it is, the position is unresolved. Indeed, the
latest indication is that the American may be withdrawn. If
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that will resolve our tactical problem.

3. We cannot however count on this, and need to make plans
against the possibility that the American may still be in
next week. As is clear from Chancellor Kohl's mes

maiter to the Prime Minister, some at least of our

considerable importance to this issue. Were we to

ourselves from any Community consensus, it would I
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considerable damage in their eyes: they are always

ut the old "Trojan horse" idea. This would not be

the big negotiations. Nor would our dissociating our
terial difference to the chances of a European

ssworth.

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAI

4. We have done our best to avoid matters coming to a head in
this way, but I now see no prospect of preventing z vote next
week. I do not believe that we can any longer decline to take
part in a Community voting process. Plazinly we have an interest

in seeing the best man for the job chosen I propose we vote

for the Dutchman‘és the best of the three Europeans. If, as we

would expect in these circumstances, a clear Community candidate

emerges, we shall have to fall in behind
e
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5. 1 realise that you will be in Washingt

I hope you would be able to explain to

could not prevent the emergence of a Communits
could not dissociate ourselves from the
unacceptable damage.

6. I am copyving this minute to the Prime

Chancellor of the Exchequer.
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