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The revolt was started by Tory Party executive
committees in two Edinburgh constituencies. They
have sent "call a halt" demands to the Secretary of
State.

The executives in South Edinburgh — the seat of
Scottish Local Government Minister, Michael
Ancram — and Central Edinburgh (Consumer
Minister Alex Fletcher) decided to act within the
past 48 hours.

A third — the executive of the party in Mr
Malcolm Rifkind's Pentland constituency — meet
tonight. And they are expected to follow suit.

Local party managers are furious that Tory-held
areas are being particularly hard hit in a shift of
emphasis away from industrial to domestic
ratepayers.

Another sign of revolt . . . the Conservative
group on Edinburgh District Council have sent a
rates demand to Mr Younger, urging him to halt
the new rateable value figures..
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By KEN SMART

Secretary of State George
'Younger is facing a Conservative
Party revolt over rates and new
property values.

The Tory rebels are urging Mr Younger
to freeze the current revaluation — and so

' take the heat off the householders.

Regional assessors' notices — to be delivered
in just over a week's time — will add an
average of 13 per cent to Scottish rates bills.

In Edinburgh, the figure is an average of 18 per
cent higher. In parts of the Georgian New Town
area, the rates demands will soar by about 35 per
cent.

The new property values are due to take effect
from April 1, and are being applied to new council
budgets for the next 12 months.

RELIEF RO4D
DECISION
TODAY?---

A decision on the pro-
posal to build a western
relief road in Edin-
burgh could be given
today.

The 45 days of evi-
dence to four parlia-
mentary commissioners
came  to and end yester-
day.

The commissioners
are expected to con-
sider their decision
immediately, and
deliver a verdict on the
road either today or on
Monday.

URS TILL 8 pm
SUN 11-5.30

Four s,eat Corner
Setting tn black pvc

tex-sbowbousel. ASP
£125 £69

Lovely 9ft run Ptne
Rookceses with shelves,
orewers end cupboards.
ASP L430 £335
Coteleg Tables in teak
finish. ASP L-19 £32

Loveiy nest of Tables
in deck oak. ASP WY

£59 I-

Large Computer Desk.
ASP £79 £59

Attractive 5-pce Comer
Gr,•Ip complete WIth
dee Ird!;Ve cushions.

At Edinburgh Sheriff
court today, Pamela
Blyth, a prisoner,
admitted assaulting
Harvey; threatening him
with a hammer;
demanding money from
him, and stealing a tele-
vision and flex and 50p
while acting with Ter-
ence McGinness and
another person, having
gained access to Har-
vey's Calders home by
false pretences last
August 3.

She also pleaded
guilty to failing to
appear in court on
January 10 this year
after being granted bail.

Blyth's co-accused,
McGuinness, was jailed
for two years earlier
this year.

During this trial. Har-
vey said he thought he

Meanwhile, the
350,000 ,valuations
notices in Lothian are
ready to be 'posted on
March 4.

I understand from the
Scottish Office that it
would now be impos-
sible to halt sending out
the statutory notices.

The Government I
would need to seek a
special parliamentary
Order if they wished to ,
tell councils not to
apply the new values in
the coming year.

Defence
The Government are

defending their action in
ordering a revaluation
in Scotland after only
seven years. In England
and Wales there has
been no similar revalua-
tion for the past 12
years.

Scottish Office offi-
cials say England and
Wales are out of step —
not Scotland. Revalua-
tions should take place
every five years.

0 Lothian Region
approved a motion
earlier this week, dec-
laring that, out of a
rates rise of 12.5 per
cent, 11.25 per cent was
due directly to the with-
drawal of Government
rates support grant. But
the Scottish Office say a
substantial part of the
loss of grant was due to
council failure to meet
Government spending
guidelines. 


4 years
for bid
to grab
210,000
A youth who tempor-

arily blinded a security
guard in an attempt to
rob him of £10,000, was
sent to a young
offenders' institution
for four years today.

It was said at the
High Court in Edin-
burgh that 17-year-old
David Greenshields
sprayed a-liquid, proba-
bly containing
ammonia, in the guard's
face as he left Living-
ston Development Cor-
poration's offices in
Morris Square, Ded-
ridge.

Greenshields, 44 Main
Street, Dechmont,
admitted attacking John
Miller, on January 14
with intent to rob him
of three packets con-
taining £10,000 in cash
and .e20,000 in cheques.

Caught
Although Millar was

temporarily blinded he
was able to push the
three packets into the
chute at the rear. of.his
Securicor vehicle.

Greenshields ran
away but was caught by
a civilian and another
guard.

Mr Edgar Prais, for
Greenshields, asked for
the case to be continued
for a psychiatric report
but Lord Justice Clerk
Lord Wheatley rejected
the idea.

Spy-eye
on the

hooligans
Watch out, we've got

you taped! That was the
warning to football hoo-
ligans today at the offi-
cial luneh of a video
crowd surveillance
system at Tynecastle
Park.

The system was in-
spected by Mr Allan
Stewart, Scottish Office
Sports Minister, who
will be returning to the
Hearts ground
tomorrow to see it in
action in the match
against Rangers.

A similar system has
been installed at Hibs'
Easter Road stadium,
and today's launch
marked the end of a
trial period for the
equipment. Cameras in-
side the ground and at
the main entrance
enables police to pin-
point trouble early.

Taste
Rising to the occasion t

Dawn Evans and her class
Fiona Brown.

The girls, fourth-year pupil
Wester Hanes Education  Ce
Edinburgh, beat off the oppos
in Lothian Association of Y
Clubs' Young Baker of the
competition, which attracted a
100 entries.

British Rail will give
"top priority" to im-
proving safety, after
the recommendations of
a Government investi-

crash in which 13

gation into last sum-
mer's Polmont train

people were killed.

1115,000 a week in Scot-

general manager of Sco-

aimed at further im-

"Simply to patrol and
inspect fencing, costs us

trail, today stressed
that the recommenda-
tions in the report,

proving safety, would
be implemented.

patrols of lineside fenc-
ing should be stepped
up.

Mr Green said today:

Mr Chris Green,

It was said that

fence

ace:den
said. "

again."

line wil

among

immedi

it had

train to
"cow-ci-
ready n

ted by .

to-Glas

radio
drivers.

fit froi

14 expr

Mean

And

land and replacement FRfencing costs a further
111 million a year, of
which a quarter is spent
on replacing vandalised
fencing."

The July rail disaster
involving t h e
Edinburgh-to-Glasgow

cras

ALSTONS Royal
Recliner 3Tce Suite in
!avely mink Drulon, 3
beater. recliner chair.
ASP l.:899 £499

ALSTONS the Medina
3-ptei suite. a lovely
treitaern sena iiveinur
Creion. ASP L599 £499

OPEN 7 DAYS TH
OPEN SAT 9-6;

UPHOLSTERY
Soild Pine 3-pc6 Suilf'
in beige stripe. ASP

£199

BEDROOM
T TI  T

A 71-year-old Edinburgh man's months of living
in fear began when be heard someone knocking at
his door in the early hours.

William Harvey heard a woman say she was on
her own and had nowhere to stay. He let her in.
Then there was a second knock. The woman went
out — and returned with two men.

Rise in inflation
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GORDON LOCKill,

Rates plea now
scream of agon

Entrepreneur

runs into

sale problem

, 1 1

FEBRUARY FRpSTS. The midday sun highlights ice flows on the River Tweed at the
Cauld near Melrose on Saturday.

Provost clips wings

of Guardian Angels

BORDERS Regional

Convener Tom Hun-

ter's home will be valued

for rates at 01 7 next

year. compared with ON

this year. Elsewhere in

Kelso, die valuation of

Sandy Blair's jeweller's

shop will go up from /322
w £1,795, and for James
Stewart, the electrician, the
price of revalualion will he
a rise from £1,767 to
£9.200.

'These are just three exainples
to emerge this week as the full
effect of the rates rise became
apparent.

"We have known this was
eoming for months—but now
it is down in black and
white," said Councillor Hunter,
when the Policy and Resources
Committee met to strike the
Regional rate.

Finance Director Mr Peter
Jeary emphasised that while
there would be wide variations

Convener Tom Hunter —
repeated warnings.

DATES in Ettrick and

Lauderdale look set to
rise to 10p in the pound

an increase of over 65

per cent.

This was the recommenda-
tion of Ft trick and Lauder-
dale Disiriet Council's policy
and finance committee when
they met On I uesday night.

Provost Drew (Miley said
that the responsibility for
such an increase ii ssith he
Secretary of State and de-
scribed its eltect upon the
local ratepayets as dramatic.

- To meet increased expen-
diture of less than El 34,000,
including nearly f.76,000 to
meet anticipated inffamm, still
adds the aso 010 Line 51110
nearly Hit 4,000 to the rate-
payers' !Mts.

'By reducing grant, the
Secretary of Stale has trans-
ferred a large part (if the
Moden from the taspas Cr 10
the ratepayer.

" I o hose of te, who Ferlielll-
her the pi esent S 015crninent's
dectired ciimmitmcnt to
abolish rates, Ihis most seem
S CIT sl 111111te 111(k:ed.-

	

Pro \..ost Tulley es plaincd
that Ow 65' II1CreaSe SkaS
1.0 itel'y &le h, i tedtm I ii ii HI

the Tale supp, at grant.
"..\ I 2 nelease in eN-

1110Iitt
(0 OW lab:payers,

1.011.1,

the last three months.," he
said

	

Director ,ir Hittite,. Mr
Duman addid th.it
I Ili ick mid I audyrdalc had
licra ss j I Ii i the Secretary in
Male

PEN A I. ISE!)
- Vve lao e a lower guideline

in absolute terms," said Nlt
Wog, it and n is considerably
down in I 1155l55t

	

IiiHST;55 the District
Council tiumeht the4 hdd

 itlatlerilie, but by

keepine below it, we has e
been penalised.-

\lr kiosk ii ill1 that IlIttA
\SILII ibc

in iIhlt1 erms to
hai,e hill-died on a lime:
modettoe II 198.1)116.

"4 el despite this we Cleo a
huge rate merease. 


by CORD N AND itS N

in valuation increases----overall
the increase will be 27%—the
variations in the commercial
sector, covering shops, hotels,
petrol filling stations and so
on, would be the widest of
all.

On average, householders
will pay 23% more, industry
21.1.. less and commerce 41°10
more. He had only received
the valuation roll on Monday,
but an examination of com-
mercial properties in the centre
ol one Border town had shown
Mat some valuations would
have increases of between
150% and 160%. "The in-
crease will not be 2.9 times,
it will be 5.5 times in some
cases.' Even so, Borders Re-
gion still would be paying a
low rate relative to the rest
of Scotland.

Mr Jeary recommended, and
the committee accepted, that
the overall Regional rate
should be 42p in the pound,
with a 4p in the pound water
rate, but they and others in
the Borders showed, their
mounting fury over the
Government policies which
have led to the soaring rates
bills which everyone faces in
the coming years.

In fact, Councillor Hunter
and Chief Executive Kenneth
Clark said that in their
Opinion, St Andrews House
officials had not realised the
effect on the Borders of the
various financial steps they
have taken in the past months.

In a last-ditch bid to avert
theiii.is mpact caused by
revaluation—this accounts for
an estimated 18% to the rates
risesslocal MPs David Steel
and Archy Kirkwood went to
London with Mr Jeary last
week, and met Mr George
Younger, the Secretary of

by Hilary Mactaggart

"' the needs element of the
rate support grant total for
Scotland is reduced and then
the Secretary of State reduces
the relief given to ratepayers."

Mr Brim n explained that
f/.661,000 of the needs element
had been lost - just over
51% of that grant.

- As far as the Borders is
concerned, revaluatien shows
that the proportional increase
in rateable values is greater
than that for Scotland, so the
pap narrows between the
actual and the standard pro-
duct," Brown added.

— Has means that more will
tic paid by the ratepayer and
less by the go s eminent."

Provost Talley explained
that they had a commitment
to the locaI ratepayers, and so
there were difficulties in
cutting services.

- vise could stop providing
refuse sacks, close the baths,
Or stop ttrants to
but that is hardly a choice I
would want to triake."

Provost Laney refuted the
claims of Secretary of State
Georee Younger that 'those
who stayeil within the limos
weuld have nothing 10 rear.

- v1c ha), :(I ready been de-
nied Ow 111111 1,1 have ;1 Ineet-
Hu \Gib C(1111HII 011
1 11IS 11111 I just wonder
ii \NV Call't CON With the Ol-
t CAW, /1 .1t,V domest IC

ralepayer expected to,"
Priii (Pt Tulley tdded

the only really new e 5pewit-
bite in l9NC-xli was the im-
provements to the miblic con-

emences at Stow amounting
III r10,000,

Ile said that for
relative expenditure need had
been increased to t 1,8 IS mil-
lion. but I he guideline had not
increased d ue to I change in
the methed of calculation by
die 'Scottish Office.

- Regarding the modest in-
CIVir," I. in-
teresting to note that 1101

lts I. 110, 11,1055 tils IC-

eseenditme need as
esketaell pe (Ins Dist! 5 1bv
the Scottish ()llice, It also
ti1111111 the 1105er amount of
the guideline also fixed by the

State and Under Secretary Mr
Michael Ancram.

They complained about the
fotmulae for rate support
grant -as the rating valumion
gets higher, forms of eemral
government financial help- gets
lower—and expenditure guide-
lines, under which the Borders
is receiving less in aid than
even the Government calculates
is necessary.

Mr Younger undertook to
re-examine this for 1986/87,
but turned down any change
for this year.

In a joint statement after-
wards, the MPs said: "We are
very disturbed on behalf of
our constituents, who are
going to be very shocked at
these increases. Reform of the
entire system. is long overdue.
Sympathy from Ministers is
not much use."

When Councillor Hunter
read the Government's official
inlerpretation of what had
gone on and saw that the
"Secretary of State said that
the Borders guidelines for
1985/86 would allow them to
maintain their spending at the
same level in real terms as
that for which they had
budeeted in 1984/85 without
sutfering any grant penalty,"
Mr Hunter did not actually
use the word "lies."

He said: "It is just not
true."

He said that his repeated
warnims about the way things
were going had "turned to a
scream of agony."

Some other aspects of
Government propaganda also
smacked el terminologii-al in-
exactitudes, according to Mr
Jeary. Quoting from an
advertisement, Mr Jeary said
the Government were giving
the opinion that revaluation
itself did not raise the amount
local authorities had to pay.

" Oversimplistic to the point

Scottish Office," said Provost

'The old tidage was 'who-
ever pays the piper, calls the
tine'. 'The Scottish Office

calls the tune, as far as local
government is concerned more
and more, but their contribu-
tion to the piper gets less and
less."

Both Councillor Fifa Phillip
and Alec Turnbull reacted to
the rise to 10 pence by saying
they were "living in a dictator-
ship" while Councillor Riddle
Dumble added: "I am -be-
ginning 10 wonder if the
Secretary of State is worth
Conn', in Scotland, as every-
IhililiL 1,,01.111S 10 be dictated
from limdon."

Councillor '111Th I lerelerson
said: "1 he Secretary of State
is not accountahle II> anyene
other than Mrs -11 hatcher."

"-the District will simply go
&relic t," said Councillor
tIllIllIlIll, as it is impossible

for some. of the commereial
properties to continue."

IIIIIIIC, Bill I laidie seconded
the rise to 1011 "with rival re-
luctance".
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of being misleading," said Mr

illor Douglas Birch
J e:itrL;ncyr1 


Ivondered if reports that the
Sie:retary of State's officials
might have been puzzled by
the elle,ts that their sugges-
tions and instructions on
linamitil alit-6[s were going to
have, Councillor Hunter said,
"Yes. I think they are
baffled."

r Clark said: "Before
Thursday's meeting, I don't
think they realised the com-
plications which faced our
area:.

Said Mr Jeary: "Particularly
in relation to the guidelines,
they unwittingly penalised us,
and they have been taken
aback by the impact reyalua-
gtiroannt.will have on the support

RUMBLES

Vice-convener George Dor-
ward said the Secretary of
State seemed to have two
standards. "When Edinburgh
put their rates up, he was
quick to put on a rating cap.
He could cap the assessor.
The Secretary of State could
quite easily put a stop to
this."

Rumbles of revolt came
from within the loettl Con-
servative ranks. The Roxburgh
and Berwickshire Conservative
Association, in concert with
their counterparts in Tweed-
dale, Ettrick and Laudredale,
have written to Mr Ancram.

They want an urgent meet-
ing with him to seek Govern-
ment help for commercial
ratepayers.

In a letter, they pointed mit
that the increase in at01111lier-
(hal rateable values in the
Borders was likely to be 50%
above the Scottish average.

As a result of this, £1.2M.
of rate support grant would
now be given to other Regions
of Scotland.

The combined effect of the
above average rises in rateable
values, together with a large
rate increase was certain to
have serious consequences for
commercial undertakings in
the Borders, and the Asso-
ciations asked that the com-
mercial ratepayers in the
Borders be treated as a special
ease.

Councillor Bill Lamb pointed
out what would happen in an
area where commercial pre-
mises were blighted.

"I have just been to
Hamilton, Wishaw and Mother-
well. :ind half the shops there
are standing empty, That could
happen here."

Councillor Mrs Felicity
Ballantyne said: "The bigger
shops, the multi-stores can
offset the rates paid here
against their operations else-
where,. It is the small business-
man who will suffer."

* Kelso and District Traders'
Association are to hold a
meeting on the rates in the
Cross Keys I I oh c I on Monday

7.3() p.m. Regional Con-
vener Tom Hunter will address

i WY li" Aa1 yThO ;i:1a
wood.

Liq nor rahl
/4. quantity of wine and

sodas were stolen from A. R.
raler, I II.f'used Grocers, St

Andrew's Sireel, lialashiels,
early on timidity morning. A
window \Ale; snuiThed (hirin)
he robbery. Police are M-
I est 101 I ing.

Chief Supt,  Cralla 


IEDBURGH Provost Cieorge Miller has
clay;ecl Guardian. Angels
proposals as -the first step

to gang warfare".

In what was at times a
heated debate at Jedburgh
Community Council on Tues-
day evening, members look it
in turn to attack the idea -
suggested by Community Coun-
cillor 13111 Petrie in the
"Southern" last month of
having youngsters patrolling
the streets in all effort to curb
petty crime.

Councillor Petrie was lin-
able to idtend the meeting, due
.10 being "away oil laiiiily
business,' Init in his place
Councillor Pat Miller spoke to
the controversial item which
he had placed on the agenda.

She said: —Hie suggestion
made 111-11S nol lo copy the
American Guardian Angels
movement. That woold be too
dramatie. Comicillor Petrie,
like others in the town, is
worried about the increase in
yandidisim, small Crimes iind
in fl rI ci iiil lbe woman being
mugged on Canonga lc Bridge
recctIly.I 11100 ;isks is 111;11

eonsider,ilion lie given to a
scheme based loosely WI Ille
( Mardian Angels idea. II'
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by JOHN ROSS SCOTT

someone was around the
streets at night, it might be
enough to deter criminals."

Provost Miller said he was
concerned about the implica-
tions of the idea.

"1 think it would be the
first step to gang warfare, and.
would have an adverse effect
on the Biorders way of life.
In the city, where people do
not know each other so- well,
it may be feasible, but here
where everyone knows every-
one else, it would be counter-
productive," he said.

Agreeing, Councillor George
Jeffrey said it could lead to
groups of youngsters ganging
up on each Other,

Concern over the issue was
shown by the attendance at

meeting of a delegation
from the "link tubbable" Youth
Club in the town. and the
police presence of Superinten-
dent Harry Gilmour, soon to
be Chief Superintendent, and
Inspector Bob Bell.

Superintendent Gilmour said
he had reservations about the
scheme.

He said, "Mr Petrie seems
to have suggested that such
piiblic vigilance was necessary.

(('ontinued tin Page 2)

Old Inked feellilitS. 'Hie eight
Naer S m the al ea have passed
like a Borders spring, and iny
wife find 1 have been so
warmly receiNed where\ cr we
IlaVe 1411IIIICN ed."

I le wont on to pay tribute
hi the co-oper,ition of oificers,
,d;in ;Ind (Heeled mem hers, and
said he had enjoted ill PilI
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I ems. Vial/MOH ridings and

Talking or the force
111 sa id: -1 here have been
di:Inglis in Mc Police Miring

there were Ili:Ser-
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;old wc 111051 MO+. e 50111 1 he

"Hie lesults oNer the last

Galashiels

nightclub

shuts down
GALASHIELS'contro-

versial ins nightclub
has closed.

Company secretary Allan
Crawford said on Monday that
the club, situated at 56762
Overhaugh Street, had gone
into voluntary liquidation, re-
sulting in the loss of a total
Of 16 jobs --- including four
full-time posts.

Director James Parish told
the "Southern" yesterday
(Wednesday) that the building
was now being offered for
sale.

The Ms had its entertain-
ments licence suspended for
one year back in November,
1983, after Ettrick and Lauder-
dale Licensing Board judged
that public disorder had
adversely affected neighbour-
ing properties.

The suspension was, how-
ever, overruled by Sheriff
lames Paterson in June, when
he found the licensing Board
guilty of a miscarriage of
justice.

It was reported in the
" Southern" at that lime that
the re-investment of the
entertainments licence had
j.Jvcil the centre an "economic
lifeline," but that its future
would remain uncertain.

few yoars limp, 1 feel, vindi-
cated past tlecisititis. Now,
with the Itorders tip to its nelv
strength, more officers .tie
1111(1 tl)  ocrrorm foot patrols

which load to contact so
lo Lillul 111111115 soccess,"

addell

Str till's seceessor will he
Supeiiimaident Harry tiilmotir
(-Mt, a native ill Peehles, who
moved I() the Borders fore()
from Corst(1rphine a year ago.

I le liVeS ill I SIssieS wall his
wire Andrea a leileller it

11111111! PrilllarY titt11001 and
kit) SIMS 19) alld

lliol I III.

Mr and Mrs Till will not be
le,Isina the Borders, they jihri
lo coin ell Iheir boinc in led-

1111.0 a euest house. 


1"HE complicated wrangle

surrounding Langlands

Mill at Newtown St Bos-

wells took a new twist last
week with a sale of liquid-
ation stock.

The, sale was originally
advertised as containing liqui-
dation stock from Twornax in
Glasgow, Deacon Knitting in
Leicester and Annette Carol
Ltd. at Newtown St Boswells--
allcompanies in which the
maj'or shareholder was Martin
Frost,

Mr Frost, however, told the
" Southern" that he had been
unable to purchase stock
front the liquidator of Deacon
Knitting Ltd. That company
went into liquidation last
November with the loss of
80 jobs and debts totalling
1:400,000.

Mr Frost said he had made
an offer to buy the stock from
the liquidator for £30,000,
and about one-third of this
would have been brought to
Langlands Mill for sale. 'The
remaining two-thirds, he
claimed, he had already agreed
to resell for £52,000 to 0. A.
Frost Services, another com-
pany owned by- him, but not
part of the Merlin Group as
was Deacon Knitting.

" What happened, unfortu-
nately, was one of the creditors
objected that we were going
to be making a profit," he said.

He said he had purchased
the stock from threeother

ismall liquidation sales 'n the
Midlands and some of this
had been sold at Langlands.
There was still stock left and
this would be put on sale
again this week.

Mr Frost added that one
of the things he was most
anxious to find as home for,
was a Hattersley Loom, which,
he claims, is the oldest work-
ing model of its knid in the
world.

He said it was still working
and is a "true museum piece."

" What we don't want to
happen is for it to fall under
the scrap hammer, and at the
same time we- want a reason-
able offer for it," he said.

At the beginning or this
year, Borders Regional Coun-
cil appointed a liquidator for
A. Hall and Sons (1982) Ltd.
in an attempt to recover
money due to them. At that
time Mr Frost alleged they 


by CAROLINE WILSON

had put the wrong firm into
liquidation and it should have
been Glenburn Weaving which
also operated front New-
town -- something strongly
denied by the Region.

Mr Frost said that the
liquidator had ordered the
factory to be locked to pre-
vent any movement of plant
or machinery.

"Normally we have had
somebody in tile factory to
check things but this has not
been the case. "Regrettably,
because of the frost, radiators
have burst, causing about
4:4,000 worth of damage.

" There is extensive flooding
which has ruined most of the
stock. We hope to be able to
rescue some of the stock and
get an insurance assessor in
to sort things out."

The "Southern," unfortu-
nately, was unable to contact
the official liquidator, Mr
Thomas Campbell, before
going to Press.

(Picture on Page 2).

Bland reply on
housing issue
A letter from the Scottish

Federation of Housing Mso-
ciations, in reply to Roxburgh
District Council's Housing
Committee's comments about
the lack of consultation in
concentrating funds with
Eildon Housing Association.
Was desCribed at Monday
afternoon's meeting as a "very
bland reply."

Director of Housing, Robert
Johnson said he was dis-
appointed by the reply in
terms of the Council's concern.
It was agreed to resume
dialogue with the Housing
Corporation.

Motorcycle
stolen

A red Honda C50 motor
cycle was stolen from a garage
Lit Morven, Venlaw Road,
Peebles some time between
February 2 and 9. Police are
investigating.

65pc shock for

Ettrick & Lauderdale

Police Cheef to retire

Mounthooly Farm Shop
THIS WEEK'S SPECIAL BUYS

HIND QUARTER OF BEEF 	 £1.16 per lb.

SILVERSIDE 	 £2.00 per lb.

RUMP STEAK 	 £1.96 per lb.

BLAST FROZEN LAMB  80p per lb.

* 20th TO 28th FEBRUARY *
1 Free 55 lb. Bag Potatoes with all meat purchases

over 120.00.

TELEPHONE: CRAILING 250

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

We have finished our Annual Sale and have the
following

BARGAINS TO CLEAR
12 SUITS - e.g.--- Continental Suits £65.81445.00. 1 Safari
Suit 142.104118.50. I Suit 02.85429.90. SHIRTS from
£1.50. FLARED TROUSERS from LEN. Selection of
JEANS, half price, Canvas Wrangler Jeans, sire 28, now

90p, plus many others to clear. Selection of JACKETS

from £8.90.

* SPECIAL BARGAIN *

cENTS THERMAL SKI TIGHTS by MeRitchie £1.95.

LADIES DEPARTMENT
DUE TO RE-ORGANISATION

COMPLETE CLEARANCE OF ALL
SURPLUS LADIES WEAR

e.g. KNITWEAR £2 - - TROUSERS from £2. Clearance
of all BARY WEAR, ninny items at half price,

First delivery of Spring fashions by leading manufacturers
now on show.

24 High Street, Jedburgh

Tel. 62448

111 • I Established IMO.
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Doubts raised over
Guardian Angels

MUSEUM PIECE, Martin Frost, cOmpany director at Lahglands Mill, Newtown St Boswells, and his Druttersley loom, Oath
he claims is one of th e oldest in the world.

A
Technology revolution

at Jed Grammar

xi'

••

RIRTHS

CARLYLE,. Ai the Eastern
Uerioal Ifospital wi sunday, 17th
Eel I miry, 1985, to Alai and

liz.aiith a ilatightc) (Emma I. A
sister for Lesley. Both well.

CHAPPI L. - At Waford General
oil 19111 Fehr ina ry, 1985, 10
„tenhen iiIj JeHnirci (lice
Rodent a daughter (Elsa,. Both
well.

fikif - Al Eastern General
Hospit ii on 15Ih February, 1985,
to Drew and Jean a daughter
(Fiona I. I ranking an in attend-
ance.

RI:NILSON. -- At St Mary's Hos-
pital, Portsmouth, on I uesday,

fientriary, 1985, to Mark
and Whine a soa ICamen on
Jc.1). Both well.

VALTNT.NE. — At Newmarket,
Ontario, on 14th February, 19(
to. Wynn ana Anna tune Black-
adder) a son ((irant John).

fo Colin and Sarah,
(imasluels, at the Eastern
Genenal HospdaI, Edinburgh, on
8th Fein nary, 1985, a daughter
(tangy), A sister for Katie.
Many thanks to all hospital stall.

WHAIAMS. On IEth February,
19;0, to Paul and Fiona (nide
Don) a son (Mathew James).--
Beach Cottage, Penclawdd, swan-
Sea.

ENGAGEMENTS
DONALDSON — MeAULAV.

I he engagement is announced he-
tween Neil Donaldson, youngest
son of Mr and Mrs T. Don.dd-
son, Smedheugh, Selkirk, and
Catriona MeAulay, daughter of

(i. B. MeAulay, Nether-
ktggen, Dunscore, and Mrs Jean
McAuley, Dryden, Ashkirk.

HILL Mac)ONALD. — Both
families have pleasure in
announcing the engagement of
Alistair, youngest son of Mr and
Mrs W. Hill, Dunglass Estate,
Cockburnspath, and Sheila, only
daughter Of Mr and Mrs A.
MacDonald, 16 Glenkinchie, Pen-
cartland.

LENACHEN—DOLICAL — Both
families have pleasure in
announcing the engagement of
Smart, stm of Charles and Pat
Ecnaghen, 95 Dobbies Road,
lionnyrigg, and Audrey, daughter
of George and Sheila Dougal, 2
Hope Knowe, Earlston.

TAIT—BERTRAM. — he engage-
Went is announced between Kim,
only daughter of Mt and Mrs
J. Bertram, 50 Langlee Drive,
Galashiels, and Divid, youngest
son of Mrs 1. M. Tait and the
late Mr J. Tait, Rose Cottage,
Newtown St Boswells.

MARRIAGES
MOILLS—COSSAR.-----Fiona's family

of 4 Eadyrig View, Ileiton,
Kelso. .ire happy to announce
icr martiage to Galy, only son
id tawrie and Margaret, 45
Wakeliehl Avenue, Edinburgh, at
I Etyma rket Registry OffLe on
1.1th t chroary. 1085.

TURNBULL—CAMPBELL. At
Edinburgh On 15th February,
1985, Ihininas Milton, younger

son of Sarah and the late
Rohein 4 irirhull, 34 Fraser
Avenue, Ha wiek to Yvonne,

dangliter of Kenneth and
I. r mol,e11. ic

Road, Hawiek.

Funeral Directors

C. R. LOW
Available Day and Night

Telephone Selkirk 21259

Office: 4 THE VALLEY,
SEEK IRK

Limousines for NVeddings
and Private Iiire

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

DAVID HARDIE
& SON

Available Day and Night.
Telephone NOS, Galashiels

2465 & 2957
73 HIGH BU(KHOLMSIDE

GALASIDELS
---

Chapel of Rest and Service
Room.

KYLE BROS.
Funeral Undertakers

41 Bowmont Street,

KELSO

Cremations arranged

Telephone 24660
(Day and Night)

Branches throughout Semiarid

LOCAL OF'EI(2ES:

FIAWICK
53 RIO Slum

Telephone: 72734

79-81 Channel Street
'telephone: 2300

KELSO
Tel: 24331 tday) 24590 (night)

JEDRURC11
Telephone: k2,381 (dayt
Ilowick 72734 (night)

DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE

REPOSE AND SERVICE
ROOMS

COMPLVII: FUNERAL
ARRANGEMENTS

CONDIA'TED

EMRMM1NC FACILITIEs

CAIRNS, — At Drurn1aririg Hos-
pital, Ilawick, on 15th February,
1985, Mary Cairns, late of 5 Well
house, Jeilhorgh, daughter of
the late Thomas and Isabella
(airns tEdgerston). Interred at
Castlewood Cemetery, Jedhurgh,
on 18th February.

DARLING. — Suddenly, on 16th
February. 1985, Elaine Darling
mee Ritchie). dearly loved wife
of Craig Darling, 43 Bannerheld
DriVe. Selkirk. Intermd Shaw-
field Cemetery, Selkirk.

FROUD. Peacefully, on 20th
February, 1985, Cecil Frotal, be-
loved husband of Rena Thomaon,
32 Toan, thiwiek, dear father of
Bobby, Terelle and Pauline, and
much loved grandfather of Inlay,
Gary and Mark. Requiem Masa
in SS. Mary and David's,
Hawick, on Friday, 22nd Feb-
ruary, at 10.15 am, Interment
thereafter in Wellogate Cemetery,
at 11 a.m., to which all friends
are invited.

GIBSON. — Peacefully, at 13
Rutherford Square, Kelso, On
19th February, 1985, Annie
Cockburn Biggar, formerly of
Cherrytrees, dearest wife of
John, a dear mother to mean and
Francis, and a devoted granny
to Jinn and Joan and all her
great-grandchildren. Cremated
at Mortonhall Crematorium.

HALE. -- At Peel Hospital, Gala-
shiels, on 13th February, 1985,
Mona Islay, Hawthorn Lodge,
Galashiels, daughter of the
late Lieutenant-General Sir Noel
Mason-MaeFarlime, wife of the
late John B. Hall, adored mother
of Jock, klay, Mike and
Richard, and granny of Jonathan,
Susannah, Peter and Jamie.
Cremated at Mortonhall Crema-
torium, Edinburgh.

HOPE.--Peacefully, at Hay Lodge
Hospital, Peebles, on 19th Feb-
ruary, 1985, Robert John Hope,
of 72 Tweedhohn Avenue,
Walkerhurn, dearly loved hus-
band of Lielen Mitchell, SerVice
itt Walkerbum Parish Church,
to which all friends are invited,
On Friday, 22nd February at 1.30
p.m., thereafter interment in
Innerleithen Cemetery at 7.15
p.m.

JONES. ---- At Peel Hospital, Gala-
thick, on 12th Fehtuary, 1985,
Arthur Trevor Jones, beloved
husband of Ann Robertson,

 Brightside," Leithen Road,

Innerleithen, at much haVed
father and grandfather. Cretnated
at Mortonhall Crematorium,
Edinburgh,

LETHAM. -- Peacefully, at hem*,
8 Priorswood Court, Melrose, on
18th Fearuary, 1985, James
Eeiper Letham, dearly beloved
husband of Emmie Wharton and

loveit dad, papa and great-
papa. Cremated Mortonhall
Crematorium.

MELROSE. — At home OH 17th
February, 1985, Charlotte, dearlY
loved wife of sandcr Meh ose,
J.P., 14 The Meadows, Peebles,
dear mother of Ian and loving
grandmother. Cremated at
Mortonhall Crematorium.

MOOR. — Peacefully at I Priory
Hank Villas, Coldstream, on
Ihursday, 7th February, 1985,
Elizaheth Douglas Young (Fdy),
beloved wife of Robert and
dearly loved mother of Elizabeth.
Cremated Scafield on Ilth Feb-
ruary. No fetters please.

MOFFAT. — After a long illness
bravely borne, at Dingleton Hos-
pital, Melrose, on 12th Feb-
ruary, 1985, Elizabeth Smith,
beloved wife of the late William
Moffat, formerly of " The
Gables," Waiteknowe Terrace,
Galashiels, dear mother of June
and Scott and a mach loved
grandmother of Will, Ralph and
Rachel. Interred Ilea theryet t
Cemetery, Galashiels,

O'HARA. -- At Sanderson Hospi-
tal, Galashiels, on 15th February,
1985, Hannah (nee McCartney),
late of 70 Bongate, Jedburgh, be-
loved wife of the late John
O'Hara. Interred at Castlewood
Cemetery, Jedburgh, on 20th
Felnuary.

TAIT. At Adelaide, Australia,
on 14th Fein tarry, 1985, Albeit
Edwin Tait (formerly of St Bos-



wells), beloved husband of Jean

REIM—Suddenly, at home, Station
Road, I mistral, on Itith
ruary, 1985, John llaig Reid,
dear father of Ian and lolly.
Service in liarlston Parish
Chureh on Thursday, 21st Feb-
ruary, al 12,30 p.m. with burial
thereafter ii Earlston Cemetery,
to which all friends are invited.

1311-SON. --- At her home on 13th
Febi Ilit y, 1985„1anet (Nettie)
Ann Darling Wilson, 38 Rachurn
Place, Selkirk. Interred Shaw-
field Cemetery, Selkirk,

Witnesses
sought

Police are appealing for
witnesses 10 an incident at
the Scottish Gas depot, Gala-
foot, Galaahiels, on Monday
night and early on Tuesday
morning, when an axle and
wheels were stolen from a
trailor parked at the depot.

Bible Thought
Do not return evil for

evil or reviling for reviling;
hut OH the contrary bless,
for to this yo It have been
called, that you may ob-
tain a blessing.

Peter 3:9
It is easy to retaliate

when we feel hurt or
slighted to stoke the fires
of hatred and revenge, but
Jesus said, -Blessed arc the
peacemakers, for they shall
he called the sons of Cod. 


(Continued from Page 1)

because of a background of
ever-increasing crime in the
Etorders. The truth is that
critne in Roxburgh District
over the past year has dropped
by 16% and the detection
tate, thanks to the support
of the public, was up slightly.

"Adrnittedly, the situation
in Jedburgh is not quite so
rosy. Crime here has only
dropped by 1 But never-
theless it indicated that there
is not the dramatic increase
which Councillor Petrie
suggests."

He worried abetti how
youngsters Would be selected
and trained, pointing to the
difficOlties experienced by the
police in selecting, training
and disciplining their oWn
officers, and in lcular the
sUggestiOn that th Yeattigatera
Undertaking the WO% should
be traiad irt s f,cleferr nce.

"%re are talking *Witt
young people betWeen  the
ages of lb Am it volts *ho
ere stilt learningtY1 cropE With
life. The whole idea is
fraught with danger And  in-
surance aspects or liabilities
may aiSO be imAtived,"

Tudor Gebb, tchtinnittitv
Edt8çtion Worket, represeMing
the YOru1I Clubs saidhii t10o.

AVIVA 8 Years With tin
etitablished Ketso tons-

il)) eeeill, Peek& Affitert
ateiltin is 'packing rt in.

„ P:or the Minder baehelor, of
Ilib iktakhntith Street --
kfitiVii ti1 his friends as Bert

retires this Week front Sin-
DiliCelittive Mid Leisure

at the age 05.

Bet has sten nutty citsbires
time — a periOd in

Whit1 he saw TOM  nerite aheri-
tiOnS ISOM, Laing and Matheft,
to Associated Betts,  to gintiair
McGill to  the iryn initiretit
title and fortnat.

A Merriber 01 a Well-knoWn
uston faintly, he joined the

business after cotoPteting Sit
ears!. itatiOttel serVice in ¶hr

l'fI T F* ith the *OW
server LOrps, Working  in tht

Cancer
Research funds
A TOTAL of HOB

wdk
raised at a Cianipargn fOr

Cancer Research sale of work
in Victoria Halls, Selkirk, on
Saturday, and organisers said
that they were very satisfied
with the sum.

The Selkirk branCh recently
sent £7000 to Cancer Research
and have already raised the
first £1000 of their target for
the current financial year.

Furniture is now being col-
lected for the cleating house
sale in Thetiabier and can be
uplifted for storage by mem-
bers.

Papers snatch.
A bundle Of Sunday news-

papers was stolen front the
doorway of 51 High Street,
lnnerleithen, in the early boors
of Sunday morning. Police
are investrgating.

OBITUARY
11  ••••     •••••

A FOR M ER Provost ofPeebles and one Of the
town's most loyal servants, Mr
James Lawrie, died last week
in his 92nd year,

Originally from the Bath-
gate area, he served in the
first World War before taking
up a teaching post in Kelso.

In the early 1940s he moved
to Kingsland School in
Peebles, where he was head-
master until his retirement in
1960. When the school was
rebuilt, he was invited back
in 1974 to peform the official
opening ceremony.

He always took a keen in-
terest in the sehool and while
he was there was heavily in-
olved in the school's savings
movement, work which earned
him the MBE.

In the 1930s he was also
actively involved in the Scot-
tish school cruises.

He was also awarded a
Fellowship of the Educational

TJEAWICK, the Borders and
Scottish rugby lost one of

its favourite sons through the
death ou Wednesday of one
of the pa me's true  Characters,
Cecil From'.

who is survived by
his wife Rena, sons Bobby
and Terence, and daughter
Pauline, captained Hawick in
season 1947-48 and was a
highly respected figure in the
town.

A bricklayer to trade, he
IA a s a member of liie. iL

1,iberal Clob and a keen sup-
porter of Ilawick Conmion
R id ing.

Cecil, ‘iho was 61, will be
best remembered for two of
Mansfield Park's most alItils-
ing incidents, described on
Wednesday by BBC Televiaion
commentator Bill !McLaren.

" lucre are tsto lovely
storks about Ceeil, the lirst
of which was when a Elawick
V. Heriot's match in the 1950s 


was concerned about the
idea.

"While we support the idea
of young people doing some-
thing constructive in the to‘sn.
whert something like this comes
along with references to self-
defence, the idea conies for-
ward of a para-military vigi-
lante pick-axe-wielding group.

"Our youngsters have dis-
ct.ssed the subject of Guardian
Angels, and while there is a
definite aLraction for a lot of
young people, it is probably
fOr the worst aspects," he
said.

COuricillor Richard Gordon
said the waY forward to com-
batting petty crime and
vandalism in Jedburgh was to
inveat io, and support, the
youth clubs in the town.

"BY giVing the youngsters
things tO do and a Place tO
go at night May not stop
ceirne, hitt I believe it would
reduce it. A lot of the van-
daliam carried out on our
Streets tOday is done out of
sheet butridoM."

Coucluding the debate, Pro-
vtast Miller said: "Rather than
start un a Guardian Angels
brigade, the public themselves
should be more vigilant, and
have no fear of dialling 999
if they see a crime being corn-

then Laing ahd ?Ambers
Witsititharket shop.

lite later took charge of
transtsitt at the Mayfieht Gar-
den Vent*, and latterly sifts a
seed Pecker in the prentises in
AbbeY P.0w. A keen bowler
and gardenen, Bert Also en-



to s lol owl the local rugby

ednesday evening he
receiVed a cat-tinge clock trom
iris toltetegnes and a cheque
!Men the L'ornOfitty at a sniall
pthattittnitha in the Waggon
Inn. Bert said  he  had  en-
joyed his yeatis With the com-

ity, during Which tiene he
d made Many special

friends.

WW1** eM Page 23)

Sponsored

Ineal farmer Jilt.' Pate of
WW1* and Slitinakeetter Ken-
neth Mtekay hive entberked
on a SnonkOred slim in aid of
Save the Children Timid. Jim,
Whia Ylveighed in at 14 'M. 5 lb.,
and Kenneth.at 13 st., will be
on a rigid diet for the next
three week s.

Both are members of Gala-
shiels Rotary Club and Mrs
Janice Hunt, Borders branch
secretary of Save the Children
Fund, will explain the fund's
work at a ineeting of Rotary
next week.

Coffee
morning

A coffee morning held by
the Bield Social Club at
Mungo Park Court, Selkirk, on
Saturday, raised a clear profit
of over £212. A sales table,
raffle and bric-a-brac helped
attract a big public support.
A committee meeting is to be
held on March 7.

Institute of Scotland by his
own profession.

He was elected as a Peebles
Town C'ouncillor in 1946,
after which he held various
posts within the council. He
was nominated Provost in
1957 and remained so until
1967.

He was a member of
Peehlesshire County Council
from 1960 to 1972 and front
1967 to 1972, vice-convener.

During his long term in
office, he. also officiated at the
royal visit of the Queen and
Prince Philip to Peebles.

Described by ninny as a true
gentleman, he was a popular
after-dinner speaker and in
1950 was Warden of Neid-
path. He was an elder of the
Old Parish Church since 1943.

A keen reader and lover of
music, he was greatly respected
by all those who worked with
him, both in his teaching days
and irt local government.

was cancelled due to frost.

" Heriot's arrived, and it was
decided to play the match
despite the absence of a
referee. Cecil had already

started his New Year celebra-
tions, but was brought to
Mansfield Park in a taxi after
several coffees.

"The upshot of the story
was that Heriors took a drop
goal. Cecil caught it and tan
over for OHO of the great
Mansfield Park tries.

" The other ;moraine story
was when. in 1947, Cecil was
hook ing against a Scandin-
avian player called Rolf Kor-
ren in a tin 55.frth Stest art's
Colleges in the !lass ick
Sevens.. They bad t real set-to
and both ended up N1 ith split
T1OSCS.

the get-I oeether that
night, however. I he!, VC. ere bulb
seen dancing together, the best
Of friends."

LOTH IAN and Borders
" 'Mice are appealing to the
public for heln in detecting the
following crimes:

Between Saturday, Feb-
ruary 9 and Monday, Feb-
ruary 11 a hut at Newby
Court, School Brae, Peebles
was broken into and a quan-
tity of tools stolen.

Money was stolen from an
unlocked drawer in room two,
hut F, Peel Hospital, Gala-
shiels between 7.30 p.m. and
2 p.M. On Tuesday, February
12.

The manager's office at
'flawick Abbatoir was ran-
sacked between Monday, Feb-
ruary 1 and Tuesday, February
12 and £79 cash stolen.

A quantity of foodstuffs

fHE N.A.O. South of Scot-land Area Accordion
Championships were held in
the Govan Hall, Glasgow, On
Saturday. when the 13111 Sharp
Accordion Orchestra finished
in third place in the interme-
diate orchestra section, playing
"Prelude to Act 1 1 a
Traviata."

Pupils of fill, playing solo
and duet, were again amongst
the prizewinners.

Ian Lowthian and Wendy
Davidson of Selkirk won the
intermediate duet, while Tracy
tames (Lempillaw) and Kevin
Todd (Duns) finished runners-
op.

In the under-10 Scottish
traditional competition, David
Lothian (Selkirk) and Sally.
Runciman (Tweedbank) fini-
shed in third and fifth place
respectively.

In the under-12 section,
Iona Runciman (Tweedbank),
was fifth in the traditional
class and sixth in the classical.

Lorna Jeffrey (Larlston) was
third in the under-14 Scottish
traditional and Ian Lowt hi an
fourth equal.

In the under-16 Scottish
traditional section, Graham.

Present heating

allowance

'patently unjust'
Sir, Mr Ian Goldie, Press

Officer for the South of Scot-
land SNP Euro-( 'onstituency,
hits the nail on the head in
his letter (Southern Reporter,
February 14) pointing out that
the beating !allowance system
is patently unjust.

SNP chairman Gordon Wil-
son NIP, has ,for years led the
fight for a fairer heating deal
for Scotland, but still
thousands of Scots die from
hypothermia Hnnually, and
still the ( iovern [tient does
nothing.

1 he obvious injustice in this
issue has made many Scots
realise that We slundd look
after ourselves, and that only
by voting for the SNP at each
and every opportunity will
they ever get the chance to do
that. --- Yours ete.,

1011N MITCHELL
Merry Cottage,
Orange Lane,
near Coldstream.

(More Letters to Editor
on Pages 6 and 25)

Money stolen
A purse containing a sum

or money avas.stolen from the
office  wit hin the operat lug
theatre, area at Peel Hospital,
Galashiels On Monday. Police
are investigating.

A et 1111 A •

MEMORIALS
Inscriptions Cut
Stones Cleaned

G. Sutherland
& Sons

Sculptors
Galashiels Tel. 2317

BORDER MEMORIALS
RoateWOlid Estate

Coldstream Road
K ELS()

Tel. Work 24772; Horne 24132
Any hype of monumental work

Cat ried out.

MEMORIALS SUPPLIED
Tuesday and Friday, a.m.-

5 p.m. or by appointment.

EST. 1864

A. OLIVER &
SONS

Funeral Directors
2/1 PLEASANCE

JEDBURGH
'I elephrine Nos.

62218 63,153 62665
Complete Funeral and

Cremation Arrangements

DEATHS DEATHS
ANDERSON. ---- Suddenly at, Peel WEAR. ----- At Peel Hospital, Gala-

Hospital, Galaahiels, on Monday, chick, on Vilth February, 1985,
iftth Fehruary, 1985, Thomas William EdWard, most dearly
A rc h i ha Id Mitchell Anderson, loved hothand erf au , Rosebank,
Raalea, aaaaamead, raletroaa, son 37 The Loan, Selkirk, very dear
of the late Robert and Janet father of Dun and Betty and
Anderson, Funeral to Wain]; loving grandpa of Iona and
cemetery, meiroae, Oa Friday, Jane. Funeral to Shawheld
22nd February, at 1.30 nam, no Cemetery, Selkirk, on .Thoraday,
which all friends are invited.  2kt  February, at 1 p.m. Friends

desiring to attend please meet
cortege at cemetery gate.

THANKS FOR
SYMPATHY

ARMSTRONG. — The fantily ot
the late Veronica Armstrong wish
to thank all relatives and friends
for their kind expresSions of
sympathy receiVed in their very
sad bereavement. also the Rev.
David Torrance for his comfort-
ing service, and all who attended
at Warristan Crematorium.
—2 Mamie Drive, Earlston.

CROSSAN.—Mrs Martha Crossan
and family wish to thank all
relatives, frtends and neighbours
for their many kind ear:fres-irons
of sympathy, letters, Mass cards
and flowers received in their re-
cent bet•eaveMent ; they itho with
to thank doctois and milling
staff at Jedhurgh Cottage Hos-
pital for their care and atten-
tion, Father Conway, Sister
Antonia and sisters at "'Aim,
House for their kindness and.
cOmfort.
- -29 Potth in Tenace, 1edbu oth .

LOTHIAN. ---  The family of the
late Adain Lothian wish to that%
MI relatives, friends Mid neigh-
bours tot their kind ekorestions
of syinpithY tail floral  tribittes

bereavernent. dal Pranks to
rectiVed Vr theent sad

the medical sta tif )(elan and
to ttle, Bev. D. Geddes  for his,
comforting service, And to All,
who attensfed at Kelso Qmetery.
—1i  OakBeid Court, *else.

MILLIE*. — Mrs M. Miller and
family Wish to thithlk al relatives
arid friends for their kind ex-
rwestiona Of sympathy, cards,
letters and /towers teceiyed in
their reeent bereaVernent. Thanks

staff at Peel Hospital „ Their
to 'the leirM doctors attelimrsing

care and attentinn, also ' ReY.
Torrance and Rea,. Hogg f6r
their comforting setaige tend kind
support and to aff sktO attended'
at the cemetery.
—Bloomfield Rouse, Earls-tem.

PAITEIRNON. — Mrs Patterson
and Alistair Would like to *rank
their manY relatives and friends,
for the supportive Messages Of
sympathy and conthalence and
tlenal tributes theeRred tfre
time of their recent sad hei*as,e-
ment. 12% siocire,'ithenks re the
Rev. W. ai

s
sley fà 1Ix

kindoeSs and einn
and heartfelt thanks el
Rev. Mr Andrews for
and prayer, and to
M onigornerie , MUfr and
for their unfailing attendance.
—33 BOuntrees, Jedburgh.

The  family Of the
late Martha Wylie Redhurn
wish to thank relatives and
friends for the kind expressiOns
of sympathy received in theb
recent sad hercavement, family
doctors, doctors and staff of
Inch liosnital, Kelso, tor then
cal,:  and attention, and all who
at tended at Warriston Crema-
torium, Edinburgh.
--3I Roxburgh Place, Newtown

St Boswells,

IN MEMORIAM
BLAIKIE. — In kiving memory of

my dear Wife, Isabella.
died 26th February, 1983, dear
mother of Robert and David.

Sadly mksed.
Forever in our thoughts,

--Eck Blaikie, 27 fverest Road,
Earlston.

LAIDLAW. — In loving memory
of our dear son, Bruce, wlm 'died,
25th Vehrtiary, 1982.

Another year has come and
gone,

But memories of you linger on.
—Dad and mum.

ROBSON. ----- Treasured memories
of my dear wife, a loving mother
and gran, died 19th February,
1984.
--Andrew and family, Jedburgh.

SMITH. --- In loving memory of a
dear husband, Peter, died 22nd
February, 1984.

One year has passed since that
sad day,

You closed your eyes and
slipped away,

You went so quietly without
goodbye,

But memories of you will
never die.

Sadly missed.
Alice, .34 Weirgate Avenue,
St Boswells,

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
MARY S('D'IT. 6 The Row,

()mon, wishes to thank everyone,
who was involved in organising
the surprise 80th birthday party
in the War Memorial Hall on
Friday, 15th February. Many
thanks also for the beautiful
cards and gifts and a special
thank you to all the hairns„ who
oven the years visited the Sweetie
Shop, for conning along and join-
ing in the party.

Retiral presentation

Mr James Lawrie

Mr Cecil Froud

were stolen when a canteen on
the building site at Huntly-
burn was broken into. Some
cash was also stolen.

Between Tuesday, January
2; and Wednesday, February
13 a quantity of tools were
stolen when a house at
Bridgend, Ancrum was broken

into.
A video recorder and.

cheque book were stolen when
a house at 55 Hillend Drive,
Hawick was broken into be-
tween 11.30 p.m. on Friday,
February 15 and 2 a.m. on
Saturday, February 16.

A quantity of jewellery was
stolen when a house at 9A
Gaktlaw Road, Hawick was
brOken into on 'Friday, Feb-
ruary 15.

U until recently. Jed-
burgh Grammar

School pupils had to cope
with very basic equipment
for their computer studies.
But all has changed now,
thanks to the TVEI pro-
ject.

lt is partly due to the
school's new rector,  Mr
Gerald Adams, a co-author of
the submission from Borders
Regional Council which went
to the Manpower Servkes
Comm:ssion, that the Technical
and Vocational Education
Initiative (EVE!) Project came
to the Borders.

Explaining the benefits of
the new TVE1 room at Jed-
burgh Grammar, Mr Adams
said on Monday: "Some of the

pupas are now getting
experience with Itemsof equip-
ment and technoloty which
without TVEI. A class can
now work with the computers,
which is much more satisfying
than having one computer for
the whole class."

....
"In the future, we are hop-

ing to use the roArt for
business studies and technicil
subjects. The core of subjects
taught at the moment are
computing, Information tech-
nology and aspects of per.
sonal and social development."

The new centre, In the
room adjacent to the school
canteen, caters for the needs
of 40 pupils, under the
guidance of the ledbuegh
TVVEI co-ordinator, Chris
Veitch.

Jeffrey (Earlston) was fourth,
and Nicholas Dagg (Earlston)
arid lan Lowthian fifth equal
while Tracy James was sixth.

The Junior Championship.
solo, under-16 classical, is the
area qualifier for the British
Championships being held at
Skegness al the cud of May.

Graham Jeffrey finished in
equal third place, and is one
of five players who now go
through to the national final.

EDENSIDE
'I he PTA will meet in the

school on Wednesday, March 13,
at 7.30 min. for a session on
computers.

In friendly netball games
against Yetholm Primary School
the following were the result:
Edenside 'A' 14, Yetholra 5;
Edenside It' 1, Velholt» 11.

Mr Ness, (denoting Superin-
tendent with Roxhurgh District
Council, visited (lass laaS whose
topic is presently " Public Ser-
vices." Previously, as part of
the game study, they saw how
Kelso Swimming Pool works
when Mr J. Currie, bathsmaster,
showed them nver the baths
plant.

SCREEN TEST. Maths teacher Chris Veitch, the co-ordinator
of Ow Jet/burgh Grammar School T.Y.E.I. unit, supervises
Gillian Watson, Jill Douglas and Lesley Elliot as tlwy feed

data into the computers.

THE CORNER-STONE OF EVERY
COMMUNITY IS A STRONG

LOCAL NEWSPAPER
We are proud to serve the communities of Tweeddale, Ettrick and

Lauderdale and Roxburgh, providing them with a local news and

information service second to none.

Our circulation is the biggest of any newspaper in the Central Borders,
providing a rock solid foundation for any business wishing to advertise

their services to these areas.
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ory revolt may stop
pro erty revaluation

EXCLUSIVE by FRANCES HORSBURGH,
Local Government Correspondent

, THE Government may  be
forced to abandon this
year's property revaluation
in Scotland because of the
growing conviction among
Scottish Conservative
Party leaders that it is a
huge vote loser.

Sir James Goold, Scottish
Conservative Party chairman,
said he believes Ministers should
consider suspending the
revaluation pending a review of
the rating system.

He said he had raised the
matter directly with the Prime
Minister. The situation was
becoming 'intolerable" for
Scottish ratepayers and was made
worse by the fact that there had
not been a revaluation in England
for 12 years.

Scottish Secretary Mr George
Younger said yesterday he would
be prepared to look at any
suggestion made by Sir James but.
he emphasised the difficulties
which stood in the way of any last-
minute suspension and the blow it
would niean for industrial rate-




payers who will benefit from the
new valuations.

The rates revolt in the Scottish
Conservative Party has erupted
after revelations of the full impact
un rate bills of the substantial
shift of the rating burden on to
domestic ratepayers in the
revaluation.

There is deep and growing con-
cern at all levels in the party,
already gearing itself up for the
regional council elections next
spring, that the people worst hit
by the inflated rates rises will be
Tory voters.

In Strathclyde, f(ir example,
half of the 25% rise in regional
rates for domestic payers is due
to the revaluation shift. In
Edinburgh, revaluation is
expected to add at least an
average of 15% to domestic city
rates bills.

It is already clear that rates
reform will be the major topic at
the Tory Party conference in
Perth in May and strongly worded 


resolutions are already being
drafted by constituency parties.

Although there is no suggestion
that Mrs Thatcher favours sus-
pending revaluation, she has
already told Scottish Tory leaders
that she is very concerned and is
anxious to do something to ease
the burden for Scottish rate-
payers.

Sir James criticised the timing
of revaluation as "inappropriate
coming on top of the other
Government reductions in rate
support grant which also affect
rates."

He confirmed that the Scottish
Tory Party's local government
committee is urgently engaged in
trying to find one acceptable
alternative to the rating system.
Without raising hopes too high he
believes it may be possible to
unveil an initiative at the party
conference in May.

Mr Younger dismissed the idea
hat only Tory voters would be hit
)3if the revaluation. He said that if 


authorities had kept within
Government spending guidelines
the effect of the revaluation would
have been very much smaller.
After his decision to raise
domestic relief to 5p in the El, the
effect would not have been more
than 8%.

Mr Youngei said: "The real
source of the present problem we.
are in is the persistent refusal of
some major authorities to bring
their expenditure down and that is
why rate support grant has been
reduced this year. Every evidence
is that if we had not reduced it,
they would merely have spent
more and the rates bill would be
just as big as it is."

Concern about the coming rates
increases which are expected to
average 20-2596, has spread
throughout the Scottish Tory
Party.

Mr Michael Hirst (Strathkelvin
and Bearsden MP) said yester-
day: "I would certainly be
prepared to suspend  the  revalu-
ation if I could be sure that by the
time of the next General Election
there was a carefully considered
and workable alternative to rates.

"There is a deep anxiety among

members of the public about the
domestic rates system. Mr
constituents are reminding me
very forcibly about the com-
mitments given at previous
General Elections to reform the
existing system."

Lothian region's convener,
Councillor Brian Meek said:
"Coincidentally and without
knowing Sir James's opinion, I
have just written to my con-
stituency chairman in Pentlands
urging that they support the idea
of a suspension of revaluation.

"For the past 10 years I have
been arguing that there should be
reform ,,of the rating system to
make .•re people pay for the
servic ey receive ahd I see
such a suspension as an ideal
opportunity to press this case."

Lord James Douglas-Hamilton,
Tory MP for Edinburgh West,
confirmed last night that he had
also written to Mr Younger,
expressing "very considerable
concern" about the effects of
revaluation. Lord James said he
believed revaluations in Scotland
were "too frequent" by com-
parison with England where the
last one was held 12 years ago.

George MacDonald writes:
Houses in Aberdeen where the

North Sea oil boom is continuing
to have an effect on the property
market will on average be the
highest rated in Scotland because
of the latest revaluation.

Mr Herbert Sturgeon,
Grampian region's assessor, said
yesterday: "Apart from certain
areas, such as Bea rsden, domestic
rateable values in Aberdeen will
be generally higher than Glasgow
and Edinburgh. As a result of the
boom which is continuing Aber-
deen has become a very desirable
and expensive place."

Mr Sturgeon was speakmg at a
news conference as 220,000 notices
of new valuations were being
distributed throughout the region.

Telephone lines to his office
were said to be "red hot" as the
notices showed rateable values
are going up by about three times
for domestic property and as
much as four or five times for
offices and shops although
warehouses, factories, and
workshops will not be so severely
affected.

Editorial Commem—Page 6
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Hitting ratepayers
THE Government is having a
hard time with many of its
traditional supporters. It
tangled with middle-class
voters over student grants and
pensions and now it has upset
the ratepayers. This year's
rates revaluation is turning into
such a hot potato that the
Scottish Conservative Party
would like it to be dropped to
prevent Tory fingers being
burned in the regional elections
in May. Revaluations, of
course, are rarely a recipe for
political popularity but this
time around there are reasons
for the reaction to be excep-
tionally strong. Some of the
burden is being shifted from
industry to individuals at a
time when a larger part of the
bill for local services is
expected to be met by
ratepayers. There is room for
argument about whether the
main trouble is local govern-
ment profligacy or central'
Government stinginess but
there is no doubt that the
combined force hits ratepayers
hard. With some areas facing
increases of up to 300% in their
rateable values a political
backlash seems unmoidable
and it is not surprisinethat the
Scottish Conservative Party
has been jumpy enough to
launch inquiries into possible
alternatives to the rating
system.

This is a sensible approach,
for there are two basic causes
of the present unsatisfactory
state of affairs. One is that 


local government has recently
been squeezed more tightly
than central Government, but
the other is the fundamental
inequity of the rating system
itself. The Conservatives
recognised this in their
manifesto of 1974 but like other
Governments before it the
present one has ducked the
challenge. The green paper of
1981 gave the subject a whirl
but later the Government
claimed that public response
had not been strong -enough to
merit action. The truth is
surely the opposite — public.
opinion favours change but the
political will is lacking.

. It is now nearly a decade
since the Layfield inquiry set
out the case for some such
alternative system as local
income tax. This remains the
most desirable option. It is
more equitable than the
alternatives (such as sales tax)
but still satisfies the require-
ment for making local govern-
ment more democratically
accountable. If the local
authorities are to be landed
with a larger share of the bill,
as is now the clear trend, then
the case for local tax is
strengthened. The argument
that it is too difficult is
defeatist. The Government
should respond to the
suggestion of the chairman of
the Scottish Conservative
Party, Sir James GooId, and
suspend the revaluation
pending a review of the rating
system.



es ai gry war o wor s —

By BILL DOULT

THREATS of massive rates rises
facing North-east householders led
to angry Commons clashes over
who is to blame.

Aberdeen South's Tory MP Gerald Malone
insisted the culprits were big spending local
authorities — like Aberdeen District Council.

But Gordon's Liberal MP Malcolm Bruce
and Aberdeen -North's Labour member Bob
Hughes accused the Government through its
cutbacks in support for local government.

The clash camc during
a debate on the last raies
support g-rant settlement
for Scotland which Scot-
lob Secretary George
Younger ciaimed struck
a  balance and a reason-
able measure of support.

But it was not reason-
„bie aceordlup t I Mr
Bruce Hr pemted out
1 hat the now settlement
meant that the govern-

' ment's contribution to
council budgets in Scot-
1.and was being reduced
troin 66.7q. down to
56 rir,

The result ho said, was
i that whil, there could be

110 1110110aSe ser,ces.
ratepayers would have to
meet substantial in-

, creases in rat, demand.,

, Hut Mr Malone de-
fended 1he row setue-
mrnt as part c, an ov,rull

' uolley to huld oubl,e
spending st,dy and try
00 ke,p local council ex-
penditure within bounds

Mr Hughes. meanwhIle.
Wan roalienging the Scot-
tish Secretary to explain
1111: claims that local
raised rates detracted
from the amount (he
Cuivernment could spend
on centrally provided ser-

"If the mcney is raised
by a local authority on
r.teo. now does that
altert the Government's
atillity to spend on the
Health Service they e
raised by taxation, he ,
asked

POLICY
Hut the 1,111,1 was

:00010eri mu: Mr Maito,
Gauned 11P cu',ilI iril

uwierst,Ihrl frorn

1 00 0001001,11
',110 011

rhy Aleu-fiecu Sr, ,1,1
10011 \II '

1111010S clear t that ra1e!

SI

,ncume ,hur,t1 rot tye
assr,rd in tern, ur over-

pub;ic expencirturn.
ttr Hughes, ho s 1121

vested V0,11101 he happy
111111005 100,0 rates uu;
tu anuumt
t'iuvornment control of 1
any kind

1 If that is .1r e impiv. a,
  1,11 or Mr Tio:te, arg, E

, uunt wul 11,01 01 1
need t111- ratepa,eisu ,
Aorn-dg,er :s po,v

, claimed
Mr Ma:on

Aberdeen District
ruur,,W he told the Cum,

1 :To,: 1,-01 not bein,
maconalue counc.,1

: hay, ci:iuned that ir xiii
' 00,0 ti10 lien Aceerd

Baths cert., lihrrnes
and Will, S0011,1,

: S0011 elos,res and c,,,s
are t,emg ,,,,geo1ed tor ,

PI-C/D •Jc.ctrin_CLi 25 VS
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YOUR rates could go

through the roof. Massive

rises are forecast. Why do

you pay so rnuch? What do

You get for your money?
Can we bring the rates

situation back under

control? Today the

Evening Times — the

paper that cares — starts

a powerful campaign to

get you •  Square Deal on

Rates...

fic.t 7:141

T-

HE people of Scot-•
land, nearly every
family In the land, are

the victims of a savage
rates battle between cen-
tral and local government.

The rating system has always
provoked resentment because it is
so obviously unfair.

But rates have now taken on a
new dimension of injustice
because they are being used as a
political weapon by the

Government to impose its

economic will upon local

authorities.

It is a scandal that a pensioner on

E,10 a week should pay the same rates

as the people, in the identical house

next door with working sons and

daughters and an income of C.,400.

It is a scandal that the thrifty farnay
who yst In double glazing and central
hearing shoold aav more than their
neightyourp in identical property who
poef.vir to spend them money on holIdays in
Beraiorm.

Successive governments — ay elan,
time — nave promised radical reform of
the rating system. including Mrs
Thatcher's Government in Ira

Norte has ever delivered the promise
because of "administrative difficulties" or
a lack of will to tackle the problem
properly.

Higher
The bulk of the money spent hy tOnal

authorities comes front tihe taxpayer via
centrai. govemment in the form Of rates
support grant.

Since itTa that grant has niminithed
earn 10,31% though local financiei
responsk iities remain the same or have
often intenstfied

The grant makes atiowance for a
itoretmai inflation rate whtch is

mvariably worse than anticipated.

P raters far wage increases — Eike
three per cent — which are invartabiy
higher than anticipated

It budgets for costs of rnatena it wiorit
are invanahiv higner than some rivii
sersani in Whitebait thought of many
'months earlier

So there is iti artaidiv a shortfall — and
that has 's he iiiade no in rates.

I I ' 


Ely CHARLES
GRAM

The lora] authorities set their
standards. They believe that buses shrtald

run at certain frequeocies. That old folk
need so many hours of home help. That

houses 17.1're ts he refurbished or new
houses built,

They believe — and they were &petrel
on this basis — that roads have to he
repaired, school children given new books
frorn time to time, parks maintained,
swimming baths and sports facilities
provided.

A modem community demands a
etiolate standard of living and Insists on a
certain quatity or looal life. It eiects people
it thinks will provide it.

At the seine time no one wants to add to
aiready excessive dole queries. We need ail
our policemen and teachers, social
workers and home helps. We could do with
more of them.

Claims
Os what does a iocal authority do when

the crunch comes and Government help is
slashed? if rr wants to maintain services
and avoid sackings it has to find extra
money somewhere and the only existing
source is rates.

The pattern or rates in Scotland has
heen distorted by the recent revaluation.
There has been an easement fee
commercial and industrial ratepayers The

burner now !alb; mainly on the private
householder.

And this is the point at which the
Government claims entirely new powers
cif intervention.

if it thinks a local authonly hat charged
toe much in rates it claims um rIget to step
in and order the council to reduce them.

ir it fails to do so the lea.st the
Government will do is "clawhark" a
punuive amount from the rates support
grant.

Justice
if recessiaoy, as Scot dloosing

Mmister Micitael Ancram prociaimed on
Wednesday, the Government will drag a
cooncit berme the Court of Session to
ensure compitarce with the law and
sni,eet Wendery to all the penailles ot
contempt of court.

pa sTs ha7rion tEatft.tea i l'ecct ref' m Pt 2s at h trart"r't ft/

britain's elected councillors with thp law
unless the councillors toe the Government
line.

Threats or not. Scotland's local
authorities are not oiatimg op with thts
central dictatorthig. which 'her regard as
a tom, denoti of Inc& democracy.

some :aye gone to iaw against the
Scottish Serretary. challenging htm to
prove tout tostice Foss hts tide,

toners simply rebel, piecing their faith
in natural justice and on the support of the
people who elected !item.

'I he confiett will oe retorted by the
courts and by the uhrmate authority of
WestminsMr. in any battle between
central nod iocal government rbe localities
cannot win.

But w'Lat ,,1.1  11 local peope prefer?
Why did they cast their votes as they MO

The ifixtaf pnils say clearly that they are
wilting to pay ingher rates to konp
transport, housing, educational aud sociai
services at a decent level end to avoid
sackings.

Offends
But Ole Government .savt the Inca re:

can't spend aii that monev because it
offonds the ;yolk spend:rig r‘...es
preset-Med h ;,- Mrs Thatcher, Chanceior
Nirol i.a worm — and Mr George Yoringer
so far as we in Soottand ann cnocemad

Which giver -le fair, deai to the Boat
ratepayer' which, shows the greater
regaro for iortai dentooracv"

Thr! Evening Tathes E on  no  doolu
Pruett:avers mum he yromm,ed fr•ont

cr1,1111-'1, !cif Pica; peopie trust
be alOnved too- do how they want to
spend them Own

if Mr 1,, G9Venunen, are
to dictate oat, is, than *ere is attie
point .0 not nos :is-, ',loci:, at an.

Pa,ng re'ec .. I l-rve the right
to a fair nonasiirn "or:, independence

r."

rSelif,".WES

By PAUL DRURY

JACK WOOD is not exactly a
household name hut every
property occupier in Strathclyde
might have cation to remember
It by the end of next month.

F'or the soft-spoiten executrve
is about to become Public
Enemy No. i.

Jack Wood Is the assessor for
Strathclyde Region. Ile is the
man whose calculations will
result in thousands of home
owners and council tenants
facing an increased rates hill in
April.

Alang 14Ith other assessors In
Scotiand, Mr Wood has decided
to transfer part of the rates
hordes from industrial to
dm:nestle primeritel,

thin moans that coupled with
the normal rates increase, many
householders could he paying ES
nor  cent more in revaluation this
year than last year.

Just imagine how much you
would have raised in Ptcih hy
nintine OW your home or shop.
Then work out bow much more
yoln W0111C1 get if you rentchi it
out in lats.

That's revaluation.
Itt I 17l, the collertIve rateable

vahres of Stratholydett
moperties was Cla2,41,62,1i. fly
197,, it.at had increased to

,Areoriling to the estimates
prepared hy the assessor's
officio. the Nome after the 0,3
revainatine a oil be Clitoi,01,01,t.

Intrriintinn p,r,ied to chiasgoto
District Cooncit s/mon, that
while elninertir rntepa, err
corruntty pniu rh ;hi per cent. of
Or  env', rotes trial ail)

.51, cliii

lorimory'y rvirrIllo111110 10 the

overail total will fall front seven
tn five per cent., reflecting the
switch Ln emphasis 'from
industrial to domestic this time
round.

An average council house in
the city currently valued at MI
will be rated at E504 and nor,
council nnuses with a rateahle
value of £215  can  expect to jump
to around L010.

Exploining the domestier
sector's new burden, Jack Wood
said: "House prices have risen
considerably since the last
revaluation so ft Is only right
that their new values are
reflected In the nese valuation
roll.

The industrial sector has
fared far worse since then SO the
tall lit demand tor factories will
;Ilse hp taken Into aiiriniet when
values are calculated,"

A married man with Iwo
daughters, Jack Wood lisps  In  a
comfortabie home In Burnside
on the outskirts of Glasgow,

ounfortunately, the assessor

is always seen as the bogeyman
of  iocal government," he
reflects "But it ix the
independance of mv position
which I appreciate most.

"In that sense, I aro assured
of giving ail ratepayers a
uniformity of treatment."

In MS, however, he coated.,
Mat the domestic sector will
fare far worse than thr
occupants of Industrial
premises, which are now less
desirable than they once were.

"I suppose that once eh things
have  be,n  tal,cn into ar'couid,
triany Innis(' occupant, Hill 1W
pining 25 per cent more in rates
tilts %car than they
year," hp sald.



Stra Aid „te ouseko1ders
face a 25% rates -* -°'ereas

Sy CLAUDE THOMSON
Regional Correspondent

HOUSEHOLDERS in Strathclyde
face a 25% rates rise, or about £2
a week on average, while industry
will have a reduction of 10%
designed to improve opportunities
for retaining and creating jobs.
Commerce will pay almost 9%
more.

The regional rates of 50p in the
£1 and 4p for domestic water
secured the reluctant approval of
the regional coimcil's controlling
Labour group. They will go to the
full council for ratification at the
end of next month.

Ratepayers will, however, not
know their total bills until district
councils have declared their
rates.

Comparison with the present
regional rate of 98p in the El and
10p for . domestic' * water is
meaningless beCause of a

'significant switch in the way the;
.burden is shared following
revaluation.

Householders are having to pay '
a much bigger proportion of the. 


total rates bill, industry less, and
commerce about the same. New
valuation figures for the region's
one million ratepayers showing an
overall multiplier of about 2.24,
will be issued shortly.

Councillor Dick S'tewart, leader
of the regional council, blamed
the Government for the severe
rise in household rates.

The Government had reduced
the 'amount of grant gradually
over the past five years, and it
would now be about £140m a year
more if the rate of grant had not
been cut:

In addition, the Government
had made an unrealistic
allowance for inflation. If the
grant had been maintained at its
1980/81 level, the region's new
rates would have been under 40p.

.The region, he said, had cut its
spending in real terms by Urn.
Nevertheless, it would exceed the
Government's £1198m guideline
for the coming year by /Alm.

He agreed this laid the council
open to the possibility of clawback
of grant by the Government, or 


being told later in the year to
reduce its rates. Either action
would be bitterly resented.

Councillor Stewart said: "We
have tried our utmost to keep the
rates as low as possibie without a
massive reduction in services.

"To cut back to the guideline
would have meant a slaughter of
services and would have achieved
a cut of only 3p in the proposed
rate, leaving householders still to
pay 20p more."

Councillor David Sanderson,
finance chairman, said the
amount to be met from the
region's rate was £569m compared
with £509rn this year, an overall
rise of 12%.

However, because of revalu-
ation, the average rates bill for
householders was likely to go up
by 25%; industry would pay 10.6%
less, and commerce nearly 9%
more, I4e added: "Continual
reductions in grant are obviously
part of the Government's policy to
transfer the burden of essential
local services from the taxpayer
to the ratepayer."

Councillor John Mair,
Conservative opposition leader,
said: "It is quite clear that the
new rate is 6p more than it needs
to be. I reckon the council will
incur a 100% penalty in
Government clawback of grant
for overspending, compared with
75% last year. It was warned last
autumn that there would be
severe penalties for
overspending."

Mr John Davidson, director in
Scotland of the Confederation of
British Industry, welcomed the
reduction for industry.

Mr Ewan Marwick, secretary Of
Glasgow Chamber of Commerce.
said commerce was suffering
under revaivation and some
warehouses in Scotland would still
be paYing more than their English
counterparts.

Representatives of the CBI,
Chamber of Commerce, and other
non-domestic ratepayers will
meet council leaders in a fortnight
to discuss the new rates before
they are finally approved.
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David Scott, Our Local Government Correspondent, reports on the revaluation increases

oil terminal in Shetland: reduction in valuation would shift a substantial burden on to domestic

ratepayers
Suborn voe

Jim Craigen,

Labour's Scottish
local government
spokesman: 'There

will be a run on

tranquillisers when

these assessments

come out'

Mary Whitehouse,

Federation of Scot-

tish Ratepayers

chairman: 'Rates are

being put up by

means which we

cannot control from
the ballot box'
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SCOTLAND'S regional asses-

sors are bracing themselves

for a flood of appeals when

new rateable values arc issued

to ratepayers next month.

The results of the rating

revaluation — the first for

seven years -- are certain to

lead to widespread protest.

"There will be a run on Iran-

quilisers when these assess-

ments come out," says Mr Jim

Craigen, Labour's Scottish

local government spokesman.

Individual notices giving

details of the valuations will be

issued from February 15 and

they will be particularly eon-

troversial because of the im-

pact on householders. Accord-

ing 10 rental evidence gathered

by the assessors, domestic

ratepayers will be reqinred to

pay a logger share of the total

rating burden in future. Their

share is being increased from

36 9 per cent to 42.2 1,er rent

while industry's contribution

will fall from II fl per rent to

1(1 3 per ion; and the commer-

cial sector, frorn 28.2 per cent

to 27.3 per rent

Revaluations do not have the

effect of increasing the iflonrrIC

of local authorities their aim

is to update property values to
take account of inflation and

other factors and distribute the

rating burden in what is

regarded as the fairest way.

On this occasion, the asser.!.,ors

have found that the letting

values of houses have in-

, 


creased at a faster pue,c Than

the other sectors.

As the immedrate .,-1ect of
the resaluation wolat Lave

been a 16 per cer.11-se: In r-tes

bills for householdr-cs. Mr

George Younger, the Sen,ish

Serretary, has restr.,ed the

rlse to an average ad per

cent by increasing the suloidy

for domestic ratepayers

Revaluation, hcwe,

be only one of severuf factors

which will lead to mayir rates

rises this year The Sc-orsh

Office estinater that ober :he

effects of inflation ,:ded

the rise for n,rnestr rate-

payers shouk1 to atourtt It per

cent. The commcrelar

rates bills would 7-ise by

around 3 per cent utile in-

dustry after allow-rng for a

reduced level of der-arIng —

will pay 7 per cent lco

The Government's f ig,res

are based on its own r.,,-L•rig

targets for counclls. hue crLs  In

rate support grim: alorli l4-411-1-

rils' own budget Var.:, 1,,ve led

to forecashs of ll-t77,4,1, of 75

per cent for sem., house-

holders.

Revaluation itself w::n LIST

varynig effects with:n tr,ff,ring

localities Glasgow Disrrict

Council officials . that

revaluation alone rounf add II

per etIll to dorn,tic

in the city while Fi:e

forecasting an of

around 20 per rent

Mrs Mary eLair-




man of the Federation of Scot-

tish Ratepayers, says the only

course open to ratepayers is to

appeal. "Rates are being put

up not by a means which they

can control from the ballot

box," she sass "A large part

of the unexpected increase will

have been imposed as a result

of the assossor's judgment. All

judgments can he flawed. In-

creases are being made by a

body which is accountable to

noone."

According to Glasgow's

figures. the owners of "sub-

stantial" private houses in the

ros will face increases of

around r',150 a y,,ar solely due

to revaluation For the occu-

pier of a four.apartment semi-

detached house, the increase

would be more than £75 and a
to apartment eolioCil flat

would rise by 5:50.

The citv treasurer, Council-

lor Pat 'Lally, says. "These

increases are due to revalua-

tion alone and ignore the

effects of inflation and cuts in

Government grant. It is quite

elt,ar that by accepting the

revaluations the Government is

going to hit hard domestic

ratepayers in this city."

Areas like Borders with

,bove average increases in

rateable values -- will lose a

proportion of grant. The com-

mercial sector m the Borders

Region will suffer the biggest

ZWlei ble value int:Ceases in

Scotland. though the rise for

ri:o, Ii' rat i y,ivrr Will be ill

REGION/ISLANDS
AREA Domestic

Borders +170

Central 4 160

Dumfries and
Galloway -k 170

File  4 150

Grampian +180

Highland + 160

Lothian 4- 170

Strathclyde + 160

Tayside 4 170

Orkney 4 150

Shetland 4 190

Western Isles + 160

SCOTLAND +170

line with the average. In

Grampian and Snelland domes-

tic e,rlues will rise by slightly

more than the Scottish average

which is going up by 170 per

tont

Ratepayers will be given

until September 15 to chal-

lenge their new valuations and

the number of appeals is

expected to be eonsiderable

because of new imp al rights

Per cent All

Industrial Commerce Subjects

+100 + 180 160

4 120 + 110 + 130

+120 4 150 +150

+220" + 140 + 150

+120 + 160 4 150

4 140

 

130t 4 140

4 120 +130 4- 130

+ 70 4 110 +130

4 110 4 160 150

- 20' + 130 40

4 80' + 30 4 90
+170 4 tiot 4 130

4 100 +120 +130

provided for in legislation

passed last year.

The changes, which led

asKessers to warn that the

whole system could be

swamped, include a right

allowing comparisons to be

made between property valua-

tions in Scotland and those in

England and Wales in cases

where Scottish evidence is con.

sit erect to be insufficient.

This change was mainly the

result of controversy over

claims that football grounds,

racecourses and other sports

stadia were paying consider-

ably higher rates bills than

their counterparts south of the

Border Some local authorities,

notably Orkney. Shetland, Fife

and Ccntral, are particularly

concerned at the effect of

cross-Border appeals which

might be made by oil and

petrochemical connp,,nies,

The rateable value of the

Sullorn Voe terminal in Shet-

land has been set at

-- a figure considerably

less than the £26 nollion anti-

ensiled by the islands council

The lower figure was due to

the effects of an appeal in Fife

and the impact of legislation

derating outside plant and

machinery.

Mr Malcolm Green, Shet-

land's director of finance, pre-

dicts that any successful cross-

Border appeal could further

reduce the valuation of the oil

terminal and bring a substan-

tial shift to other ratepayers --

principally householders.

- Such a situatiOn Would Mee

to be viewed in the context of

the conned having spent very

NUN:1,06a] MIMS of money pro-

viding infrastructure for the nil

industry. Ilts outstanding debt

is by far and away the highest

pei head of population in Scot.

land," Mr Green says.

Possible appeals concernir,g

the Mossmorao complex in

File is also causing uncertain-

ties for the rrgir.nal council.

The region's ta•Arig base has

risen by 1!12 mi7l'ion as a result

of the compin coming "on
stream".

Another change likely to

have considerable impact

widens the definition of a

"material change of circum-

stances." Until now, a material

change could rot be considered

on the basis of rental values A

business, for example, could

not argue that its valuation

should be lowered during a

period of recesnarn. Downward

movements in rents will nou

qualify as a rnaterial change.

Similarly, appeal di`CiNlon

reducing the values of proper-

ties will constitute a material

change affecting comparable

properties. Tins is designed to

remove an anomaly -- high-

lighted by ratcpasers in Tryon

where similar houses can

have significantly different

valuations as a result of one

appeal being suerousful

Other changes now allow

ratepayers to appeal their

valuations within six months of

becoming a new proprietor,

tenant or occupier. Plat, are

also being introduced to speed

up the hearing ot appeals and

pronodures introduced to allow

more complex and bights- tech-

meal appeals to le. beard by

the Loris Til!"-unal for Scot-

land instead of by local com-

mittees.

The revaluation is becoming

the subject of considr Table

political contention with

demands lunrig made_ even al

this tide stage, for its post-

ponement Mr Craigen orys the

Scottish Secret,ry should I,Ve

been prepared to provide a

logher level of domestic relief

to smooth the transrtion. Ile

declares. "Ministers wriggle

and evade hut they omtghl to he

slidinefaced at the prospect

which they are about to inflict

on Scotland's rating public."

Mr Youngee. however. has
described shifts in values as

being quite normal in revalua-

tion and says that cancelling

out ettnIlti stuummbtl 1,11-love

the Whole par nt of the exert-15e

However, he told COSLA

recently that he Wall 4CLIng to

soften blow in the case of

domestic ratepayers by in.

eleltyllIg the planned grant by

CI 9 million.

AcutlIding to Mrs White-

house, of thc Ratepayers'

Federation, the revaluation

will has-e an unfair effect on

householders whose taxation,

she says, is being ihirri•dhed for
- arbituarv- reasons. She fears

that Sc Llish ratepayers will

find thCol,Cloes paying an M.

cr casingly higher sum than

people in Fogland where. a

revaluation has not taken place

since 1973 Mrs Whitehouse
th,11 vont, Ov4,5). over

rer,duation will lead  to  further

dernands toe a complete

reform of the rating, ryslem.

THE CHANGES IN VALUATION

THE table shows the percentage increases is rateable values

resulting from this year's reraluation. There is a decrease in one

case -- industrial subjects in Orkney. The rates poundage will be

adjusted, hut the effects sr-ill riot be known until budgets are set

in the next few weeks.

• dominated by oil installations with effect of plant and

machinery order working through to statistics tor first time.

•• affected by major new plant being first entered in roll during

1954-85.
I adjusted for changes in classification,



THE revaluation of homes which

has gone a long way towards
adding an extra 25 per cent, to
the Strathclyde family's burden

should be cancelled right now.

It is a staggering and shocking
impost on householders and it
came home with a vengeance
yesterday when regional chiefs
spelled out the details.

It was all the worse for many
homes when the news came on
the same day as interest rates
jumped two per cent, with the
threat that means for mortgage

repayments.

These ore dismal outgoings when

e Government is trying to restrict

wage increases to 3 or  4  per cent.

Paltry
There are many factors

involved in rates but revnhratton
alone will add up to E150 a year
to the burden of the Glasgow
ratepoyert And the normally
expected increase comes on top
of that.

Scotland's Secretory of State

George Younger claims he has
softened the blow to domestic
ratepayers by increasing his rate

support grants by E19m. In fact
that paltry sum is a mere drop In
the ocean.

The assessors who carried out
this revaluation in Scotland will
rightly be inundated with appeals
when the new figures drop

through people's letter-boxes
next month.

Unfair

P is all the more galling that in

England there hos been no revaluation

since 7973, and not one politician has

adequately explained  why  Srothsh

ratepayers should hove suffered  two'

new  assessments in the sameyeriod  of 


iiTeS
There is  no  question about It

— rates are  a  form of taxation,
and a singularly unfair form at
that.

It is nice for industry to get a

10 per cent, cut in rates and for
commerce to come out so much
better than the private

householder. If that means
preserving lobs and keeping

shops open then well and good.
But it leaves the very people

who can often least afford it to
shoulder the crippling burden of a
distorted revaluation and a
massive rates Increase.

We make no apology to the
Strathclyde assessors in urging
our readers to appeal against
their revaluations If they think
they ore too high.

In this issue today we start a

series of important articles on
every aspect of rates. Later this
week we will explain how you
should set about lodging your
appeal and we shall also
encourage you to make your
views on rates known to Mr
Younger, the Secretary of State.

He has spent the past 12
months saying No to every

proposal that could mitigate our

present  situation, but it Is not all
his fault. He is only the puppet.

The decisions are made at
Westminster and in Downing

Street.
But the only way to make him

and his masters aware of YOUR
views is to write and tell him. And
here again we will be offering
advice on the best way to set

about it.
„ .

misery
The Evening Times believes that this

latest revaluation is too great a burden

far Scots to bear at this time at

economic  misery ond wholesale

deprivation,

Even at this late date it should
be wiped out.  Cancelled. It is only
a matter of political will.  The
Government has been forced to
change its mind on other things. It
backed down on revised student
grants when  backbenchers rose
in  rebellion.

Revaluation  should go  the

same way.

Today we start the ball rolling
with this clear message to George

Younger  and  the mandarins of
the Scottish Office.

Scrap revaluation. And make
that  decision now.

at a
bcandal

PAGES 10 and 11
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THE steady increases in
general cost, In wont
sears have been matched
hy the relentless rise of the
rates,

Since the last revalu-
aflon, in 1975, Strathclyde
R  eional C.mincil's basic
rale — to which individual

ALL STRATHCLYDE

District Ceoncil rates are
ruhled before Me hills gn
out — has gne up by 66p per
pound.

Over the same period,
Glasgow District Council's
rate started at 26.5p, rising
to Sae.

l'he hie spending by

Strathclyde Regional Coun-
cil toes  on  education,
social work, and !Tank.
This year education has
cost DaSin; social work
Maria, and roads 0150m.

In Glasgow, the cash has
gone on housing t232rn;

cleansing Mam; parks

Doom planning El2in; and
miscellaneous services

Glasgew District Council
collected EIdam in govern-
ment grants: ElaIin in
rates; Difim in rents; and
Llind In miscellaneous
charges.
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CUTS in the Government's rate support grant to local
authorities are a constant source of bitterness and
anger  for councillors.

They see the steady whittling away of this vital cash aid for

balancing :heir budgets as a dastardly plot for shifting more and more

of the annual hurries from the taxpayer to the ratepayer.
The Scottish Office, on

the en her baud, Cahn that
less RS,-; forniSes Um minds

of this hialnetunakers and 1*;..,"; B JAMES WATSON:Wen alien,
Rot, aniiireirl krinill IN ill,

Government's trorininc.ni
contrioutien towards the
cost of local authority see
awes. The cash is raised
through Yarrous forms of
national faxation, so Unfit
many, not necessar,,y
ratepayers, he:o ineet toe
cost of the councii sernces.

When local government
was reorganised IP yea is
ago. the Government ROG
stood at 75 per cent.. In
other words the Govern-
ment met 75 per cent. of
the councils' expenditure
for the year.

Those were ha,vcon
dajel. Over the years S'inee
then, RSG has born siashed
by  almost 20 per cent.

Central
This is the Mcord of the

cuts:

1975-76, 75 per cent.
1976-77, 72.5 per cent.
1977.51: per cent. '
ifelh.52, 56.7 per cent.
1502-53, a4.2 per cent.
then sit! Ohl pnr cent,

gia2 per c.ea.,

5ii.6 in, cent

firma fan to; m a Henrge
Yininger
an mum cut in RS‘d as a
means itt keeping rehei-
iians ClanICIIS in Line, Ua
council doesn't i efince 115
expenditure to snit cegngn.......
moot goalennes ,11 any
year, then that aillrinray

'stands to ;rise another shoe
of ROG.

In recerl years, Mr
Yammer has had to
"fitnite- R.SC, several oc-
casion,  to  itiirish specific
councos. Councillors hnve
come to know — and abinir
— that penalty OS "claw-
bark."

in 1576-77 the clownack
total was Um. in 1550-81 it
amounted io C.5nnt. loot
year (lhef4-45'i it was LWim.

iinsiifyir Ili, If SC, cuts.
the Seratilal Of :me say —

m Goveiinaleill IS Clan-
mrted to redticing panne
expenditure, This is contra:
to their economic strategy.
They heiieve it is tne ease
Hai when CSC. IS reduced,

this leadS to economy in
the rates."

The Scottish Office
spokesman on ratIng Said
today — "it rnignt he
argued thot if If SG is
rodocrid, His grunt havo
thn enc.( id pun pig rates
hnis •ip rhoMick ihn

000

to nit! fallniiiii, In
rrallier their nern spenrdng
plans tn cope 'ado the RUG
in,. This ,noris to a lower
level of rates."

"The Government he-
-heves it mus, persuade,
ronvineill tho thaI 


they have  a  duty to fhni
ainya of enning their
spending," the spokesman
sand

fatit councils claim that
as well as reducing them
rate support grant, Mr
lounger dehis therm a
double Piow hy increasing
them responstilifies and so
raising their roots.

These "additional" costs
are the suinject of dis-
cussion al the moment Ina,
Inieen the Convention of
Scottish Local ifoithoraies
and Mr Younger. It ••
mnierstood rnat about ad
items of extra response
faddy have heen listed.

Disclose
"Ve cannon dIsclose 0, I

figures at this stage, v
the argument is genfg on•"
sa al Mr Ken Paterson,
director of Strathclyde
Region's finance dopart•
mem,

Orel' nttonin items on tbe
fail inho  ;'

1 ,roh rl tit

chn rtyr rip H. !cation, and

EEC directives.
FF.(' ntrectives, regret'.

ung CriarleliS tni wee!
standards — such, as the
quality of drink rig water —
can De enntili in extra staff
fnal

V-

SI

SCO'rl.AND'S local connells are hig
business. One in seven of the country's
worbferce is now employed by  a  local
authority.

And their nermal budgets run into
indices of pounds,

Where dines the cash come from,
ond what dn we — the ratepayers — get
for our money? And nist how prudent
are Inwn hall mandarins when it comes
In spending our rates?

One certainty emerges All eniancils
— Labour or Tory, Regional or DINO-int
— are on a hiding In noming. They earl
miver please all of the ratepayers ail of
the time.

Dr John Sewed, of Aherdeen [river-
s,tv's department of prairie,. espialns,
"IIIhere is always a need to reVirl. Ionat
nriernnis in sr SinnellrneS

heirsing cnnimands an co t inn, seme-
Ufres schimis. At other tones it's roads,
or sioral soninios, ceno..iilers and tile, 


officials can't be blamed for feeling
they live in a shifting-sands world."

Ratepayers, however, seldom show
sympathy, tolerance, or patience.

"l'hey are not concerned, for
instance, about the way population
change affects services," said Dr
Sew id.

"At the resent time, we know. our
school pnpulation is declining, hut ear
eiderly populabon is increasing. This
creates all torts of orthicons.

Patterns
"Rot it is alwans difficult tor

councils to SaailCh resources quickly, to
onn3ogo budg,ls on a SOY( of overnight

basis, as raicpayers tend to expect.
f`To make fhat kind of massive

adiustinent in spending patterns needs
a lot et Inelneloi elhow-rhom, and this
lust does nut exist at the preSonn time.

'There is no Was in this lime of war

between central anti local government
that COrinells call always achieve the
most appropriate distribution of
spending on the services they provide
for the ratepayers. And this can he
worrying and frustrating for all
Colonel-fled."

In spite of the difficulties — or,
perhaps because of them — Dr Sewel,
alien years of study, twin-ars
ratepayers genrraily are getting good
value for 1111,im monn,y,

Many holiSehnlnlera, however, are
still bewildered about which council
pravkles what. They haven't come to
terms about the division of
resoonsibilif Ms between Regional and
District councils.

!tab:paters should know that
Regional f nunciis provide t ducatInn,
sovial work, roods, lighting. transport,
ene,/riser prineenon, police, fire,
water, and sewerage sernici y.

Distrinl councils run the housing,
parks, cleansing, recreation,
hans, margins. libraries, public health,
and licensing services.

Both authorities in general get Mc',
rash from rates amh governinent
grants. District COIllieliS alsin pull in
income from council !muse rents.

The rates money required is
ostimoird hy rnuitipning the iatcaine
value of aridone's properk —Se: M. the
regional aosessor — hid the rain
ponod000 which Is diintrinti antonany itt

counciilors, after prolonged
with °Irina:11S alloul the Fronted neoftli,
of the various departments in the
coming year.

Ilritain's ratepayers tnn year
set-Or-Outbid nonunion Lb and fl; ni,iion to
!heir ineai anabectne,. sfma
nn the seniors ranging tram fern:nine
3 airns' noir f rein tvitio Ioft to

providing education for your children.
Government grants, however, have

hero redueing in recent years, and
cminciliors argue that the outs in this .
hulp for the counciis simply means
rot e cash in needed in direct rates t
from householders.

Inta, when local government was
rinorganistid in Scotland. the
Government's rate support grant In
codinsis wori:ed nut al 75 per cent of
them spending. In the coming FInancial
year, starting in April, thk will have
fain tt tn ig.fi per cent.

"It iS denting More and Mare
for coomins to anent ir

corntnitnlenls," said N10 W.,.„irn

Effifiish. iniseow's direr:Yr of flinInce,
ts ;,,,g to lIseif a

yast iirscral of powers which restricts
the amount which call he spent ou, au,
nee rnien of services, as wetl 00 etittiqg
ar.,11,  aid,"
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Gzarizianrata set
GRAMPIAN REGION'S overall rate for 1985/86
(inclusive of water rate) was set yesterday at
43.5p in the £. effectively an Increase of 13%.
Domestic payers, who receive relief of 5p In the
E, will pay 38.5p from April 1.

The totals which have to be paid in the
region's four rural districts are: Banff and
Buchan 47p domestic. 52p other; Gordon 46p,
51p; Kincardine and DeesIde 45p, 50p; Moray

, 46p. 51p.

ys.The figures are not comparable with the

i
84185 figures because of revaluation. The

arrinunts to be paid can be worked out by
multiplying the total rate by the net rateable
value of each property.

Householders andX
businessmen reel

By DAVID TELFER

REVALUATION notices began arriving
through letterboxes in parts of Gram-
pian Region yesterday causing confusion
in places and horror elsewhere as house-
holders and businessmen took in the first
impact of dramatic leaps in rateable
values.

In line with property throughout Scot-
land, rateable values in Grampian are going
up around three times for domestic property
and as much as four or five times for offices
and shops, although warehouses, factories
and workshops will not be so severely
affec ted.

The ultimate increase
in rates to be paid will
not, however, be three
or four times the current
hal, since councils are
adjusting rates pound-
ages to take account of
the revaluation — the
first for seven years.

The confusion was also
apparent at the offices cf
the assessor for Grampian
Region, where staff had en.
peeted notices to start
going out today to coincide
with a Press conference
being given this morning by
regional assessor Mr Her-
bert Sturgeon to Issue de-
tailed figures on new rate-
abie values  throughout  the
regron.

But the Post Office
jumped the gun in a bid to
spread delivery of some
220.000 notices In Gram-
pian.

Phones in surveyors and
valuers offices were red hot
yesterday as ratepayers
reacted to sharp rises in
rateable values.

Aberdeen Chamber or
Commerce chief executive
Mr Derek Marnoch said
that until actual rate
poundages were known it
was difficult to judge the
hill effect, but early indica-
tions were that both indus-
tria l and commercial
property would be racing

, very substantial rates noes.
I certainly much above the
. rate of inflation

The chamber's own
offlres in Union Terrace
have suffered an increase
from 0413 to £8500 in
assessment. while a tenant
vs tneir buiffitng has had his
rateable value increase
from £747 to £2800.

Mr Marnoch also said vex-
ternay that the Aberdeen
chamber were folinwing
eleseiy the possilhilty of
legal action by Edinburgh
Chamber of Commerce

against their district
council shotild they set a
rate which would overstep
Government limits. .

"We would have to con-
sider similar action in Aber-
deen if necessary, although
we would trust that Aber-
dean City District Council I
will act responsibly," he
said.

With ruil details of new
rateable values in Gram-
pian not being revealed
until today, an overall pic-
ture of assessments in tile
region has on; to ernerge
Among examples obtained
by "The Press and Journal"
yesterday, however, are, an
increase from £491 to 0400
on a four-bed detached
house at Edon, from 095 to
.1895 on a three-bed Scoli a L
Weothilit £241 to £673 on a
three-bed council hat at
Stockethill. Aberdeen, and
£239 to £897 on a four-
roomed flat  In  Rosemotuit,
Aberdeen.

In the North. revaluation
notices have not yet begmn
to go oat to ratepayers.
although the sarne broad
picture of domestic rate-
able values increasing three
times, shops and offices by i
perhaps more. and indos-
trial property less affected,
will also be seen.

In Highland Region, the
assessor's once say they J
expect notices to go rait
mid-March In the island
eouneu areas, they may op
riehvered sooner. although •
a computer break down at •
Inverness is causting a delay ;
with Shetland revaluation •
notices.

A spokesman fur the !
assessor's offive which deals 1
wph both Orkney and Shet-
land said that notices Mr •
Orkney ratepayers were
ready to go. but the Sh,t,-
land notices were being
held up until the computer •
which compiled hem could
be repaired.
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By JOHN MacCALNIAN
District Correspondent

A RENTS package, described
by opposition councillors as
creative accountancy, was
pushed through Glasgow Dis-
trict Council yesterday despite
warnings from senior officials.

Coupled with "savings"
amounting to film, the Labour
administration haS managed to
restrict council house rent in-
creases to El a week, although
the city's finance department
argued an increase of about
£2.30 was needed to balance -
the books.

Town Clerk Mr Steven
-Hamilton and finance director
Mr William English put it on

. record the administration's
decision had been made 


against the -.advice of senior
officials.

In Mr English's view the
financial package as a whole
satisfied legal requirements
.but this did not mean he per- •
sonally regarded the proposals
as either desirable or prudent.
Mr Hamilton shared his view
and added: "We recognise you
are the final arbiters and you
are entitled to make this,.
decision." • •

A crucial element in the
package is the assumption of
E3m of income from court
action against the Secretary of
State. for Scotland, Mr George
Younger.

The council's case is that Mr
Younger had unjustly reduced
the council's rate fund contri-




bution limit on the housing
account.

However, Mr Hamilton
made it clear that even if the
council won its case there was
no prospect of a E3m payment
from the Secretary of State in
the coming financial year.

The administration also
plans to claim a further E2.1m
for housing by transferring ex-
penditure on stair lighting
from the housing account to.
the general purposes account.
However, Mr English warned
this could trigger selective ac-
tion against the council by Mr
Younger.

- A further E1.8m is to be
"saved" by adjusting debt
charges to conform with

figures issued by the Scottish
Development Department.

Horrified by Labour's ac-
tion, Conservative members,
will now seek the advice of the
council's auditors and will
write to Mr Younger to estab-
lish whether the council is act-
ing illegally. Conservative
leader Bailie Ian Dyer said:
"If it had been a clean budget I
would have raised my hat to
them. But it is not a clean
budget — it's just sleekit."

Liberal leader Mr Robert
Brown described the budget as
"an act of pure fantasy — a
fairytale," and warned the
people of Glasgow would reap
the whirlwind later in the year
because it was likely the ad-
ministration would be forced 


to impose another rent in
crease.

However, an .unrepentan
Labour group leader, Council
lor Jean McFadden, argu
the budget was designed t

, suit the city . and not th
Government.

In a similar situatio
Labour-controlled Stirling Di_
trict Council voted by 11 vot
to seven to increase rents b
El a week. The council wa
told by a member of the leg
department that while n
illegal, it could by budget da
be the subject of an action.

The minority Tory grou
failed in its amendment th
rents be increased by £115.85
year .

Liverpool mortgage plan—
Page 5 :
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By ALAN MACDERNIID •

HOUSEHOLDERS in.
COnservative-controlled East-
wood district face rates
increases of 40%, with the
council paying the penalty for
exceeding Government
spending guidelines.

Under the budget which the
dlat rict council would
otherwise have implemented,
Eastwood , rates would have
gone up bylp or 2p.

Instead, a combination of
clawback Tor exceeding last
year's guidelines, and a new
Tormula for distributing grant
aid, will leave•the council with

, an extra CIA m to find.
- With revaluation, the actual

rate goes down from 18p to 13p
in the El, but in equivalent
terms, this is a jurnp froth 18p
to 32.6p, or 82% for district
rates alone.
.. The council's chief, Mr

Michael ' Henry, said
yesterday: "Taking into
account the expected
Strathclyde region rate, we
expect the average
householder to face an overail
rates increase of 40%.

"The council is horrified and
distressed about this,
particularly as we have kept
the cost of our services low —
in fact we reduced them by
22% between 1979 and 198.4, in
line with Government policy."

Last year, however, the
council exceeded guidelines
laid down by the Government
by £360,000, and has paid a
penalty of E313,060. Taking that
and the reduction in grant, the
Government's support is
expected to fall from E1.6m to
about E570,000. , J.

Councillor Ian Hutchison
said: "We have been put in an
invidious .position through . no

J 


fault of our own. The fault lies
squarely with the Scottish
Of fice.

Eastwood's MP, Scottish
Of rice Minister, Mr Allan
Stewart, has had several ,
stormy meetings with
representatives of the council.

Yesterday, he said:' "I am
extremely concerned at the
situation they are in, but the
formula has been applied to
them in the same way as
everyone else.

"They have reduced expen-
diture over a period of years, ,
but unfortunately it increased
sharply last year, and that was
the year when the penalty was -
particularly high. I think the
takeover of Rouken Glen park
helped to push them into this
position, and probably
accounted for 3p to 4p of the
increase. .

. "At the same time, the

client group approach we have
developed for distributing
grant has adversely affected
them, but the coucillors have
not been able to come up with
a more satisfactory formula.

"The guidelines for next
year are being increased by
8.1%, and this will give them
more scope."

Mr Henry countered:
"Rouken Glen only cost us
E150,000 last year. I don't know
the basis on which Mr Stewart
arrives at his figures, but it
cannot have been a significant
part of the 14p increase. After
all, our own budget would only
have had a 2p increase overall.

"What we have argued is
that no account has been taken
in the guidelines , of the fact
that we have saved this asset
and are running it more
cheaply than Glasgow did.

"There is something 


- radically : wrong with th
- system when 'a pruder

authority which has not ove
burdened its ratepayers in t
past has to impose this kind
increase just to maintain i
services." •

Meanwhile, Grampi
Regional Council yesterda
approved a new rate of 38p
the El, an average increase
13%.

However, because
revaluation, some rates NI
could go up by 15%. More th;
220,000 revaluation notic
have been sent out, but ma
householders have still
receive them.

The new water rate is 51,4
in the El, an increase of abo
10%.

Kirkcaldy District Council
finance meeting yester •
agreed to recommend a ra
of 14.35p in the El, an increa.
of about 14% after revaluallo



Labour holds downjent rise
' .-_-,c...0rsnAfr-r•J3,)_ 21 _i

Glasor
ts

b ow ud

warm i n
et

Grampian Regional Coun-

cil yesterday approved
what its Conservative

administration regards as a
standstill budget and claims
as the lowest regional rate
in Scotland for the coming
financial year.

The new figure is 38p, with
a water rate of 5.5p. The
Conservatives claim the aver-
age rates bill in the region will

rise by about 13 per cent,
though there are fears that in
some areas - such as parts of
Aberdeen the rise will be
about 25 per cent.

The picture is expected to
become clearer biddy when
details of the current revalua-
tion of properties are to be
it-mourn-ed.

By DAVID STEWART

The Labour and Liberal

groups mounted strong hut un-

successful attacks on the Con-

servative proposals. Councillor

Robert Middleton, Labour

leader, moved an amendment

that the proposed rate would

not allow the council to dis-

charge its obligations.

The Liberals suggested a 37p
rate, with more being spent on
services. The extra expenditure
would come from spending
reserve cash and rating empty
of f ices.

The council decided some
time ago that it would keep
ex pendit ure wit hin Govern-




ment limits, and has adhered
to that decision.

Councillor Henry Auchina-
chie (C), chairman of the
finance committee, rejected
suggestions that the budget in-
volved severe cuts in services.
Each department bad
rearranged its priorities, bear-
ing in mind the ever changing
demands and needs of rate-
payers, he said.

Councillor Nicol Stephen (lib)
rejected the idca that it was a
standstill budget,and claimed
there were unacceptable cuts
totalling £670,008 in services.
Councillor Jurgen Thomaneck
(Lab) criticised savings made
in the provision of school

equipment, He said he knew of
a school where three children
had to share one spelling hook.

Glasgow's Labour
administration yesterday

pushed through its 1985-86

housing budget ignoring

warnings from top council

officials.

The budget involved raising
council rents by only
week against the A:2.30 that the
finance department 'COM-

mended It also meant finding
£11 million still needed to
balance the books.

The housing convener, Coun-
cillor James McLean, listed

the items he claimed would
bridge the gap. But opposition
councillors claimed it was an
exercise in "creative accoun-
tancy,"

The biggest single item in
the controversial 5:11 million
list was the assumption that
the council would recover £3
million through a court action
now pending against Mr
George Younger. Secretary of
State for Scotland.

However, Mr Steven Hamil-
ton, the city's chief executive,
made it clear that even if the
council were to win such an
action, something that was
neither certain nor highly pro-
bable, the .S!,3 million could not
be recovered in time to he
included in 1985-86 expendi-
ture.

Mr William English, finance
director, two hours before the
full council was 'due to meet,
warned the housing committee
that the administration's pro-




posals were neither advisable
nor prudent.

Mr Hamilton backed up his
colleague: "You have made
your own judgment against the
advice of your own chief
officers. The finance director
believes this policy is mistaken
and we both wish to place our
views on mecord."

When the full council met,
Labour's sums came under
attack from both Tories and
Liberals. Bailie lain Dyer, Tory
group leader, said, "The
Labour rulers are gambling

that the missing millions will
turn up from somewhere. Per-
haps Santa Claus will come
along with it.-

To find 'the money, he said,
Labour councillors might as
well start gambling on horses,
or Lake out subscriptions to
certain daily newspapers in an
attempt to win millions of
pounds from bingo. He accused
Labour of failing to face up to
the real question -- the future
of Glasgow's housing stock and
the people who live in the
houses.

Aberdeen and Dundee, he
said, had come out openly
against the Government and
had immediately come under

fire from St Andrew's House.
But Glasgow was acting in a
way not inconsistent with its
record.

"If I could say that the
result could be termed clever
or smart I might have given
grudging applause," Bailie

Dyer said "I can't (it-scribe
wl-,at has put foiw,,rd as
clever. Tlki correct adjective is
sleekit."

Councillor William Aitken
(C) said Labour might claim
that the composition of its
budget was not illegal. "It is
certainly an instance of ques-
tionable morality and d»bious
legality. At its very l».ist it
certainly hi, aches the spirit of
the Scottish Of fn.e

Councillor Robert Brown,
Liberal I,ader cl,Orned, "This
budget is pure fiction, a com-
plete, fairy-tale set of statistics.
The con:segue/lees bewilder the
imagination. There will be
either another round of rent
rises in the autumn or else
savage cut backs in repairs
and maintenance."

Councillor Jean McFadden
the Labour group leader, and
other Labour councillors
argued that they were making
a budget to suit the needs of
Glasgow rather than meet the
dernamS of the Government.
Time after time Labour
speakers insisted that their
actions were legal and it was
up to Mr Younger, if he so
desired, to try to prove the
contrary.
• Labour-controlled Stirling
District Council last night
decided to increase rents by ill -
a week after it was told hy a
member of the legal depart-
ment ttiat at this stage it was
not illegal but by Budget day
could be the subject of an
action by Mr Younger.

Grampian 'lowest rate'
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21 eaten rates rev
By DAVID SCOTT, Our Local Government CorrespondentScottish Office

Ministers are facing a
major row within the
Conservative Party
over the huge in-
creases in rates bills
which will soon
become evident.

They are coming under
intense pressure from the
party's leadership in Scot-
land to postpone the cur-
rent property revaluation
which will be a significant
factor in the rates rises.

The effects of the revalua-
tion — the first for seven
years — have led to unprece-
dented protests in the Tory
Party and, as a result, the
party chairman in Scotland, Sir

James Gould, has called on the
Scottish Secretary, Mr George
Younger, to intervene.

Mr Younger says he would
be interested to hear what Sir
James has in mind. But with
the Scottish Office confirming
yesterday that there are no
plans to abandon or postpone
the revaluation it appears
Ministers could now face a
sizeable revolt from their own
supporters and a certain row
over why a Scottish revalua-
tion was allowed to go ahead
without a similar exercise
being carried out in kengland,
where the last revaluation was
in 1973.

Sir James said yesterday
that there had been widespread
protest about the outcome of
the revaluation, which will
result in domestic ratepayers 


paying a bigger share of the
rating burden. "There is no
doubt that this is the biggest
single issue facing the party at
the present time; people are
not at all happy with the
situation," Sir James said.

Notices are about to be
issued to ratepayers giving
details of the new valuations
— which will treble in many
cases — and it would require
legislation to postpone the
revaluation. A Scottish Office
spokesman said: "It is no
longer a practicable possibility
to take the necessary legisla-
tive steps to ensure a post-
ponement of revaluation even
if this were in principle desir-
able."

But the Conservative group

leader on Edinburgh District
Council, Councillor Paul Mar-
tin, said last night: "We think it
is vital that the Government
should postpone it. The
Government is completely cap-
able of bringing forward legis-
lation quickly and I think this
would be supported by most of
the parties in Parliament."

Sir James said he thought it
was unwise for the Govern-
ment to go ahead with the
revaluation in Scotland. It
could be seen as another exam-
ple of Scotland suffering while
England did not. lie added:
"This is most unfortunate and
is certainly not the wish of the
Government. It is a pity it did
go ahead but no doubt the
Secretary of Stale's decision to 


carry it out was done with the
best of intentions."

Sir James said he had ori-
ginally asked Mr Younger to
abandon the revaluation but as
he heed been told this was not
practical he was now asking
the Scottish Secretary to post-
pone it for one year "or for as
long as it takes to come up
with alternatives."

Be said that two party com-
mittees were conducting in-
quiries into the rating system.
He continued: "I don't want to
raise anyone's hopes on that
because we have looked at it
before and have failed to come
up with an answer. But it is a
very serious problem and we
must turn our minds to it.
Until the review is complete I 


have asked Mr Younger to
consider postponMg the hhple-
memation of the revaluation."

Sir JaTTWS said that if it was
found that there pees no alter-
native to the rating system
then the iTvaluation would
need te be put ireo effect.

After the announcement this
week about the effects of the
revaluation in Lothian, local
Conservative constituencies
have been expressing their
anger. Among the associations
voicing concern is South Edin-
burgh - the seat of the Minis-
ter responsible for local
government in Scotland, Mr
Michael Ancram.

South Edinburgh sources
stressed last night that no
decision had been taken by the
constituency executive com-
mittee to make a formal pro-




test at this stage but agreed
that strong concern had been
voiced. It is understood
members of the executive
were fold they might by
required to resign if they made
pahlie statements about the
Inatler until all the facts had
been obtained.

The Conservative group on
Edinburgh District Council has
alreiidy written to Mr Younger
voicing its "extreme concern"
not only about the revaluation
but about the effects of cuts in
rate support grant, the in-
crease in interest rates and the
action of the council's Labour
administration which is propos-
ing a 72 per cent rise in rate
poundage.

Continued on Page 11, col 5

Aberdeen 'highest' -- Page 9
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The Kirkcaldy District rate is to rise by 14%, the council'sfinance committee decided yesterday. For domestic ratepayers, itmeans they will pay a combined regional/district rate of 68.35p.
To meet the net district ex-

penditure requirement of E12
million for 1985%86, a rate of
14.352 is required—equivalent
to 33p in pre-revaluation terms.
Last year, the district rate was
29p, or 12.5p after revaluation is
taken into account.

Need for the increase has
been blamed solely on the re-
duction in rate support grant the
council will receive next year.

This has been reduced from
E3.4 million to just over E2
million, equivalent to almost the
whole of the increase.

Conservative Councillor
Douglas Mason moved that the
rate for 1985186 be made 12.51,
by striking out the contribution
from the rates to the housing
account and that the balance of
the budget be achieved by in-
creasing rents, but he failed to
find a seconder.

Labour councillors are
adamant that, had it not been for
the reduction grant, there would
have been a standstill budget
this year.

Report
In his report to the committee,

finance director Mr Hugh Wil-
son says the Government's
policy on rate support grant has
negated the councirs success in
reducing expenditure require-
ments in its budgets.

Mr Wilson pointed out that it
could take two or three years to
sort out the appeals brought
about by rating revaluation,
particularly with regard to
Mossmorran.

Indeed, the rating of the
petro-chemical complex may
mean that the council receive
nothing at all under the
resources grant section of the
R.S.G.

New valuation
Under revaluation, the esti-

mated rateable valuation of the
district is just under £96 million,
compared with £38 million last
year, although the new figure
does include a valuation of £8
million for Mossmorran.

Grampian
rates up

13 0/0
Grampian ratepayers will pay

an extra 13"I in the coming
financial year, Grampian
Regional Council confirmed
yesterday. The new rate will be
38n, the equivalent of 85p
before revaluation.

Both Labour and the Liberals
tabled amendments to the
motion submitted by the
Conservative-dominated
council but the figure was
carried by 26 votes to 12.

The product of a lp rate has
Many of Grampian's rate-

payers received notices of re-changed from £343,000 to valuation yesterday and the£803,000.
exchange at Woodhill House

The proposed rate will now go was jammed by callers asking if
forward for approval by the all- some mistake had been made.
Labour policy and resources A typical two-bedroomed
committee next week, and will- house with central heating and
then be considered by the full garage has risen in valuation
council, from around £300 to £1200.

4f-La l" ents rise:
Before applying R.S.G., the

total expenditure is
£14,049,640—almost E400,000 Labour-controlled Stirling District Council lastless than last year. night passed a rents increase of El a week—but ranMr Wilson said in his report, into potential trouble over its plans for an illegal"Stringent budgeting, pro-
ducing real reductions in cash budget.
spending, which of itself pro- The Conservative deputy His move stems from theduces a reduced burden on the group leader Dr Frank Riddell, Labour group's determination toratepayers, is completely and warned that if the council set an exceed by more than El millionexcessively overshadowed by illegal budget he would advise the amount of ratepayers'Government policy of reduction ratepayers not to pay their rates money it may legally switchin rate support grant." until there was legal clarifica- from its rates fund to its

	

Ile added that the budget was tion about whether they should housing revenue account.
inside the Government's guide- be obliged to pay an illegal rate.

Labour group leaderline figure. and that the council "The council could run into Councillor Michael Connartyshould be entirely free from any the most awful cash-flow said they were prepared to takepunitive measures. problem," Dr Riddell predicted, this step if necessary.

trouble ahead r
•

"Excessive rises"
I4e continued. "We think the

conclusion rnust be that the
Government must see sense and
allow an increase in the rate
fund contribution limit.

"We must protect tenants
from what we think are exces-
sive rent rises."

Assistant chief executive Mr
lan Cameron said the decision
would potentially be the first
instalment of an Illegal decision,
though it would depend on the
rate level that is to be fixed on
March 5.

Cults needed
Officials added that, to stay

within Government limits, an
average rents increase of E3.45
a week or a heavy cut in
services, or both, would be
required.

A Tory move to increase rents
by £2.21 a week was defeated by
11 votes to seven.

It Was stated that, if the
council was forced by the
Government to impose a rent
increase later in tile year, Inert
the amount required per week
would increase as the year went
on.
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If plans for its future
realise their full potential
about 4000 men and women
will have jobs in a
mammoth industrial

..1 estate.

A leading Merseyside firm
has taken a 125-year lease on
the giant plant with its 3.2rn
sq. ft. of space.

A spokesman said today: "A
former Courtaulds plant at
Aintree, not half the size of
Linwood, was fully occupied
within two years and has
provided 2000 jobs.

THE derelict car plant
at Linwood is poised
for a re-birth of

industrial activity.
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FOUR WEEKS AGO this newspaper

launched a major campaign calling on

Scottish Secretary George Younger to

cancel the current property

revaluation in Scotland.

The reason was simple — it is a

crushing extra burden on ratepayers

already faced with increases well

above inflation levels caused by cuts in

rate support grant and by financial

penalties on high-spending local

authorities.

We warned that with revaluation rates

would go up by 25 per cent in man areas,

and we were right. One thing we did not

bar am for was that in Tory-controlled

Eastwood they would soar by 40 per cent.

Since then there has been a

growing political demand — not just

from the opposition parties but from

the very heart of the Conservative

Party — that revaluation should be

abandoned or at least postponed.

Cries have gone up again for total

reform of the rating system, promised

by the Government then discarded.

Today almost every Scottish Tory

MP  and local association has joined

ratepayers' associations in calling for a

halt. Scottish Tory chairman Sir James

Goold has appealed personally to Mr

Younger and to Mrs Thatcher herself.

Because the party in Scotland

quite rightly fears an enormous

backlash at the polls if the plan goes

ahead.

Ratepayers are angry because they

know there has been no revaluation in

England for 12 years and no sign of one. We

have to ask: Are we being penalised for living

in Scotland?

With so much protest within the

party why has Mr Younger not

reconsidered? He says postponement

would give some ratepayers an unfair

share of the burden. But what he is

proposing is an unfair burden for the

whole of Scotland.
When the English middle classes

protested about higher university fees

the Government soon changed  its

mind.
If it does not budge on

revaluation it will prove again what

we have often said. That  Scottish

Office Ministers are puppets.  And Mrs

Thatcher couldn't care less about

Scotland.
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TWO WOMEN will carry
the Conservative banner in
next month's Strathclyde
Regional Council by-elec-
tions in two Glasgow seats.

The by-elections on
March 21 has been brought
about by the resignation of
two Labour councillors —
one on health grounds and
the other through pressure
of business.

Mrs Irene Gibson will
contest the Mosspark-Bel-
laliouston seat held by
Councillor David Scott with
a 1397 majority in 11P32.

tsde stood ill the Cardonal
Ward in the District Elec-
tions last May.

Mrs Gibson, who has
grown-up tWlfls, competed
in tne Glasgow Marathon
last year. •

But there could be a
much closer contest in the
Queen's Park-Crosshill by
eleotnin where Mrs Masie
Dean, a lotial shopkeeper in
Battlefield, carries tile
Conservative cause.

In 11162 Councillor Tom
Murphy, who is retiring on
health groands, had a 4;5
lead.

The Conservatives are
pinning d !At iadh on itie
fact that Mt,: .Dejn is a
loei,tl candidate and cam-
milAinnie on local issues.

Icret talks with IRA leaders at Prote
ekend.
to though the meeting never
Kier way, after Mr Hume nem

to allow it to be recorded, the
Are brougot a farions r eactiou

Hued hdd hoped for  e
44,1e before the loeai government

as la May.

	

Official Unionist leader meeii
Moiyneadx said: "When .r:;!1

[CI

agreed to meet with the
sidered it a widershed. As

is now otteey impossible for tor"ili
iti:e discussions with !

	

Rev. Ian Paisieeis seed,:
rat ic Unionist Pa tiny had

made it c!rar they would not
0 Mr Hoene 0 80111 if he 1r

-, the

ri.---iou8h the talks criThpsu
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Court

action
over
budget?
Edinburgh Chamber

of COmmerce are today  
considering court action
against Edinburgh Dis-
trict Council if they go
ahead with what could
be considered an ille al
budget. 


Businessmen were
meeting at the
Chamber's headquarters
in the Capital, and were
being asked to authorise
officials to take the
necessary legal step in
the Court of Session.

The district council
are due to fix their
budget on March 5 and
the Labour administ-
ration have already said
they intend to freeze
rents, taking them over
the limit set by the
Government on the
amount of money they
can take from the
general rates fund to
prop up the housing
account.

The Chamber's presi-
den t, Mr James
Souness, said the court
move was not a ques-
tion of businessmen
"carping" at rates bills
— but was designed to
save jobs in private
business.

City centre property owners in
Edinburgh are in for a bigger shock than
most when revaluation notices drop
through their letter boxes early next
month.

Lothian Region Assessor Mr Ian Rogers said
today that, on avera e the rateable values of flats
in the capital's historic New Town will more than
treble. And there is expected to be a tripling, too,
in the values applied to big Princes Street shops 


Revaluation notices are going out from March 4
and throughout the region will show an average
rise in rateable values of about two and a half
times.

Mr Rogers indicated that older and substantial
stone-built houses are likely to receive higher
valuations increases than new dwellings. And a
detailed examination of tenement properties in and
near the city centre is also likely to lead to greater
changes in the values applied by the Assessor.

Inquiry centre
The actual rate poundage struck by local

councils will come down accordingly and Mr
Rogers empahsised at a Press conference today
that actual rates bills had nothing to do with him.

To coincide with the mail drop, the revaluation
roll for Lothian will go on display on March 4. The
roll contains some 350,000 entries, of which 302,000
are houses.

Mr Rogers announced that the main inquiry
centre for Edinburgh will not be at his own
headquarters in Queen Street, but at a separate
office at 20 Albany Street. Elsewhere in the region
inquiries can be made at 1 Eskdaill Court,
Dalkeith; Court Street, Haddington; and South
Bridge Street, Bathgate.

Those receiving notices will have a right of
appeal. They should first apply to the Assessor, but
if this is unsuccessful a formal appeal has to be
lodged by September 15

of
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7-/8-apt detached bungalow
superior quality in BARNTON
with garage and outbuildings

7-apt mid-terraced stone villa
MORNINGSIDE
5-apt NEW TOWN flat in a mid-
terraced conversion

Modern 4-apt semi-detached villa
with central heating and garage




Age

Old
rateable

value

New
rateable

value

in Post-war 334 868




Post-war 1222 3611




c 1880 429 1313




c 1790 478 1572




1c 1976 389 I975
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WOMAN'S

EDINBURGH DISTRICT

5-apt semi-detached villa
SILVERKNOWES
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rise
Ratepayers in North-East Fife

face an increase of just over
6.5p in the district rate for
1985.'86.

At a special meeting of the
district policy and resources
committee in Cuipar yesterday,
members voted by five to three
to recommend the figure of
25.13p—an increase of over 30%
on last year's level of 18.5p.

The proposed new rate of
25.13p is equivalent to 11.25p in
terms of revaluation, which
takes effect from April 1.

The figure was proposed by
council convener Derek Barrie,
who referred to options which
had been outlined to the
committee in a report from
finance director Michael Dyke.

The director has referred to 


the recent 49% cut in the
council rate support grant,
which in itself added 4p to the
rate. This, together with
elements of inflation and
erosion of council balances,
could result in an increase of 7p
(or 37%).

Other options were for the
council to use half of its avail- •
able balances and settle for a
25p rate or apply all of the
balances to reach a 24.5p rate.

Mr Barrie said his suggestion
came between the first two
options and involved the
utilisation of a smaller amount
of balances. The only other
possibility, he said, was for
individual ' departments to go
through their budgets again.

He was against this, however. 


Since savings of £200,000 had
already been made - there had
been considerable discussion
and the council was within
guideline figures.

Tory group leader Councillor
David Niven said the council
should aim for a figure of 23.5p,
an increase of 5p, and ask
departments to review their
budgets. This would result in
further savings of £252,000
having to be made.

Mr Barrie said Mr Niven's
suggestion was a "very cynical
piece of political opportunism."

The present administration
was within Government guide-
lines, he repeated—something
the previous Tory councils had
not managed to accomplish.



By VIVIENNE NICOL

44.

Region
rise
forecast
is 13% COUNCILLOR

ACCHINACHIE

ABERDEEN ratepayers

are facing a substantial

jump in their rates bill.

Today, Grampian

Region's financial ex-

perts predicted the aver-

age regional rate will in-

crease by 13%.

However, the revalua-

tion exercise which is

being carried out will

result in Aberdeen

householders being

asked to stump up con-

siderably more than the

average.

The revaluation will

switch the burden of

rates from commercial

and industrial premises

to domestic ratepayers.

Rateable value is based

on the amount of money

I which could be obtained

1 for a property if it was—

rented.

As a result, rateable

values in Aberdeen are

likely to be higher than

anywhere else in the

region.
It is predicted that

householders in the city
can look forward to the

rateable values of their

properties tripling.

However, the regional

council will reduce the

amount it charges in the

pound to take account of

the higher values of

property.

But at the end of the

day Aberdeen ratepayers

will be paying at least

137, more to the region in

rates than they do at the

moment.

Part of the reason for

the dramatic increase is 


because the government

is expecting the tax-

payer to contribute less

and less towards the cost

of council services.

Today, finance com-

mittee chairman Coun-

cillor Henry Auchin-

achie said: "We plan to

keep our expenditure

within the Govern-

ment's guidelines and

the rate of inflation, yet

we expect to have to im-

pose a substantial rates

increase"..

On the present valu-

ation figures, the aver-

age regional increase of

l3c'e would represent an

increase of about lip On

the present regional rate

of 85p in the pound.

Once the region's rate

is fixed next month, it

will have to be added to

the region's water rate

and the district council

rate.

But, ratepayers will

not be able to calculate

their final rates bill until

the revaluation notices

for their properties

arrive some time later.



Gram n can expect to ay 13% moreBy GRAEME SMITH
RATEPAYERS in Grampianregion can expect a rise of 13%with residents in Aberdeenfacing an even higher risebecause of the soaring house, costs.
. A 13% increase represents I lpOn to the present 85p in the.'pogrid, but because new rateablevalues come into force fromApril the actual rate poundagewill be considerably less.
The new rateable values willmean that residents inAberdeen, where the oil boom 


has pushed house prices upconsiderably since the last ratesreassessment in 1978, will be'paying "a good deal more than13%" and residents outwith thecity, particularly in Banff andBuchan and in Moray, will bepaying "a good deal less."A greater share of the ratesburden will also switch todomestic ratepayers in theregion away from the industrialand commercial ratepayerswhose property values have notrisen so fast. . -
In Aberdeen, domestic rate-payers can multiply their. 


present rateable valUe by aboutthree to get the new figure whilein industry and commerce themultiplier will range from about2.68 to 2.79,
Yesterday Councillor HenryAuchinachie, chairman of theregion's finance committee, saidthat were it not for the Joss ofGovernment grants the councilwould have been looking for onlyC3m more in the coining year, anincrease of 2.7% and well belowthe rate of inflation.

"Instead the council antici-pate they will have to raise anextra El 3.5m," he said.

He added that the actual rateto be levied has yet to bedecided because the proposedbudget is still subject to theapproval of the finance com-mittee and the full council.
"The Government guidelinefor 1985'86 has been increasedby 4.5% 10 allow for inflation butmakes no provision for anyincrease in services. However,the running costs of newpremises and other facilitiescoming into operation this yearwill cost the region an extra£700,(X/0 and to keep within the 


guidelines we must save 000,000elsewhere in the budget."He said major savings wouldbe made in education but therewould be a loss of only 15teaching posts.
"The transfer of the cost ofcouncil services away from thetaxpayer and on to the rate-gayer has seen the Governmentcontribution dropping from 75%of councils' net expenditure in1975-1976 to 56.6% in the comingyear, and in the case ofGrampian the Government'scontribution will be even less at52%.
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Cuts in
vanda

By STUART TROTTER

THE inadequate Scottish Office
support fur local services was "a
form of vandalism," Mr Donald
Dewar, Shadow Scottish Sec-
retary, said in the Commons
yesterday when he forecast
much bigger rate b6ls front dis-
trict CounClia.

He dismissed the claim from
Mr George Younger, Secretary
of State for Scotland. that re-
lations between central and
local government had been dis-
rupted "by a small number of
highly poinical local authorities
who ser this as the best way to
forward their political careers."

Mr Dewar said Conservative.
Independent, and Liberal con-
troiled councils which had
stayed within Government
spending guidelines would find
that them reward was a drop in 


'Government support for next
year which would force them
into high rate increases.

He said Eastwood, potentially
an overspender next year, would
need to put its rates up by 57%
even if it came down to Govern-
ment approved spending levels.

Tory controlled Banff and
Buchan was contemplating a
797 rate increase. Liberal con-
troaed North-East Fife, which
had home into line last year on
spending, faced a 37% increase
because Government support
had been cut by no less than
49%.

The Scottish Office had cut
support for local services to
M.5% of what they thought
reasonable expenditure com-
pared with 62.2% the previous
year, said Mr Dewar.

As a resuit of the continual

cutting of Government support
was the average Scottish rates
payment had risien from £132
when the Government came to
power in 1979 to 1.326 now, an in-
crease of 147%.

Revaluation had resulted in "a
massive swing" against the
domestic ratepayer from which
Mr Younger had only partially
protected them with central
Government funds.

In Glasgow, revaluation
meant that domestic valuations
would go up by 16i3% while in-
dustrial values rose only 30%.
Mr Younger intervened to point
out that the increase in valu-
ation did not mean rates would
rise by that amount, it depended
on the rate poundage set by the
local authority.

In all the Government was

cutting back on help to local
councils to the tune of E250m. -

Mr Younger forecast that
average domestic rates would
rise by around 13%. commercial
bills by 3%, while industrial
rates should fall by around 7%.

He defended the continued
Government squeeze on local
government spending. More
spending by local councils
meant less on the health service
or industry. a contention chal-
lenged by Labour MPs. Local
spending had not fallen since the
Government carne to office. It
had risen by 2.6% taking into ac-
count inflation as it affected
these services.

He agreed that the penalties
against overspenders would be
more severe in the next
financial year. He had decided
to increase grant to regions 


which accounted for by far the.
largest part of the rates bill.

Mr Nicholas Fairbairn (Perth
and Kinross Con.) said the
whole rating system must be
reformed.

Mr Younger's attempts to
prevent "robbery of the
ratepayers" resulted in him
alienating everybody. "My poor
dear friend the Secretary of
State discovers himself setting
off to be Florence Nightingale
and coming back as Jack the
Ripper," he said.

Mr Donald Stewart (Western
Isles — SNP) said Mr Younger
was performing the role of a
colonial governor. The Squeeze
on spending had been carried
out by the English Government. ,

The Rates Support Grant
Order was approved by 25E
votes to 166.

Kinnock supports
councils over cuts
By FRANCES HORSBURGR

Local Government
Gomespondent

LABOUR leader Mr Ne:i
Kinnock yesterday toid
Scottish local authority
ieaders at a House of Com-
mons meeting that he fully
appreciated the serious
financial situation they
faced aS a result of
Government grant cuts,

Councinor Dick Stewart,
president of the Convention
of Scottish Lcoal
Authorities, led the group
of Labour Csuncinors wiin
met Mr Kincock towards
the end of an intensive
InrnP-day ,ocaI govern-
ment lobby at West-
minster.

He said later :ha,. 'he
Labour leader had already
been briefed on the Scot-
tish position. He was "foil
of support," said Councillor
Stewart. "and also appreci-




ated the responsible way irt
which local governrnent in
Scotland has dealt with the
issue."

After the meeting. Mr
Kinnock accused the
Government of trying to
crush local democracy and
of destroying the services
required by the most needy
in society.

He said: "The conflict is
about services and Jobs and
dernoc racy. That has
always been the contest be-
tween a free people and a
Government that wants to
destroy freedom, whetner
they are freedoms to live in
security or to gain employ-
ment or to enjoy the liberty
of making decisions that fa
iocai circumstances."

Harold Macmillan. now
Lord Stockton. and former
Conservative Prime Min-
ister, Ted Heats, had
warned about the "corn-




plete" folly of the Govern-
ment's policies.

Labour's Shadow Scot-
tish Secretary, Mr Donald
Dewar, who also attended
the meeting. said Mr Kin-
nook had emphasised the
unanimous support for the
councils' opposition to
Government cuts and inter-
ference In councils' rights
to set rents and rates.

Mr Dewar said the lobby
of Parliament, which had
been designed to coincide
with MP's debates on the
rate support grant and
housing support grant
settlement for 1955-66, had
been "a rewarding, effec-
tive, and coherent attack
by local Government on
the oppressive legislation
which this Government is
pushing through the
Commons".

Councillor Stewart, who
is Labour leader of Strath-




ior Ken Fagan leader of
Dundee's Labour adminis-
!ration, had met Scottish
Tory. Labour and SNP
MP's.

Even the Tories, he said,
were "gravely concerned"
because a iot of their 


leaders, who were aiso in
London yesterday, re-
mained determined to
press ahead with their
potentially iliegai budget
despite this week's clear
warning from the Govern-
ment that such action will

Counciiior Stewart and Mr Kinnock after yesterday's meeting.

clyde region. said the Cosia autnorities were also fan- not be tolerated.
deieaation, which included ing large rate increases. labour group Secretary
the vice-nresident Council- Edinburgh's Labour Councillor James Barrett

said they were being
forced to act outside the
law over the level of rates
contributions to the hous-
ing account by a Govern-
ment which had "gone
beyond the laws of natural
justice."
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Chamr see-As
nelp on. races
The need for advice from someone who can read"behind the figures" of local government finance wasstressed last night as being vital to industrialists andbusiness men to help them challenge proposed rateincreases.

A meeting had been called inDunfermline by the Dunferm-line and West Fife Chamber ofCommerce to discuss rates, hutboth Fife Region and Dunferm-line District Councils ignored aninvitation to send representa-tives.

President Ian Richards toldthe meeting that the chamberhad registered its intention toshare in the consultations thatlocal authorities were nowrequired to hold with interestedparties before fixing the rates.

"Mouthpiece"
They wanted to be the,"mouthpiece" for both - theirmembers and the non-domesticratepayers, who providedupwards of 60% of the net rateincome.

Consultation was their onlyhope of influencing the contain-ment of rates to the level ofinflation, around 5%, as thebusiness community had noright to vote against anyproposed increases.
"We should be doing some--thing through the ScottishSecretary to show our dis-satisfaction with the procedurewhich gives business no powerto influence the rates," he said.
At meetings with the localauthorities they had been shownpages and pages of legislationwhich, they.claimed, had added ito their statutory duties to suchan extent that they had to takeon more staff.

Documents with masses offigures had been produced andthere had been no opportunityfor the chamber to examinethem in depth and try to findarguments to counter claims for'increases.

15-25% rise?
"A rate increase in the 15-25%range has been bandied about,",said Mr Richards.
"We can't condone such largeincreases, which reduce profit-ability and have adverse effectson employment."



Public demands for
changes in the council
rating system are
likely to flare again
when the effects of
this year's property
revaluation hit house-
holders.

This was the warning
delivered last night by
Mr Donald Dewar,
Shadow Secretary of
State for Scotland, dur-
ing a Commons -debate
on rates support grant.

He said: "There will
be a great deal of fear

- and dismay when the'
• news of a massive
e swing against- the

domestic ratepayer rat-
tles through the letter
boxes of the people of
Scotland in the next few
weeks."

INDUSTRY
The average domestic

ratepayer will have to
pay around 13 per cent
more as a direct result
of the revaluation, Sec-
retary of State Mr
George Younger
revealed.

Rates bills for in-
dustry will fall by
around seven per cent,
and for commercial
properties there is to be
an average rise of three
per cent.

Leith's Labour MP
Mr Ron Brown

By 'NEWS'
REPORTER

demanded to know
when Mr Younger was
going to scrap the rates
system. but the Secre-
tary of State said the
options considered by
the Government in the
last two years had all
been rejected by those
consulted.

Mr Younger said if
ratepayers were faced
with substantially in-
creased •bills, they
should blame councils
who had failed to get
their spending under. H
control.

SHARP
The Government

believed their spending
targets were far from
unreasonable.

Mr Younger said he
had recognised that the
Shift towards domestic
ratepayers was a sharp
one, and that something
had to be done to soften
the effect.

He had therefore
made a substantial in-
crease of £19 million in
the amount of grant
which would reduce the
effect of revaluation on
the householder.

Mr Dewar corn-




plained that the rates
support grant settle-
ment was "rotten." It
was bad for the rate-
payer, bad for the coun-
cils, and bad for those
who used local author-
ity services.

The Government
were reducing their
share of the cost of
local authority spend-
ing. In the past year,
Government grants had
accounted for 62 per
cent, but in the coming
year that would be
down .to. 56 per, cent.



G ctucl

Councils must pay penalty if
they defy law, says Ancram
By WILLIAM RUSSELL

THE Scottish Office will
bring the full weight of the
law down on Edinburgh
District Council if it re-



fuses to obey the Govern-



ment's orders to budget for
rate fund contributions in-



side the limits set down,
Mr Michael Ancram, Scot-



tish Office Environment
Minister, warned last night
in the Commons.

He said during a debate
on housing support grant
that Edinburgh or any
other local authority who
took that decision should be
in no doubt that Mr George
Younger. Secretary of
State for Scotland, would
take all possible steps to
ensure compliance with the
law.

That would involve using
his powers under the 1973

Local Government (Scot-
land) Act to press for an
order of specific perform-
ance from the Court of
Session.

Failure to comply with
such an order would consti-
tute contempt of court with
all the penalties that en-
tailed.

Mr Ancram said that in
certain circumstances Mdi-

_vidual councillors could be
required to make good
illegal expenditure in-
curred.

Mr Ancram also chal-
lenged Mr Donald Dewar,
Shadow Scottish affairs
spokesman, to say where
Labour stood on the ques-
tion of breaking the law.

On the one hand Labour
said it did not condone law
breaking but on the other it
supported councils in 


breaching statutorily im-
posed limits.

He urged Mr Dewar to
say that Labour respected
the law and accepted the
democratic decisions of
Parliament.

"If he is honest he can-
not sit on the fence, he can-
not lead from behind, he
can no longer cavil," he
said.

Mr Dewar said: "I will
not encourage nor support
people who are up in de-
fiance of a court order. It
would not be proper and
should not be done."

He said councils were
entitled at this stage to
stand their corner and put
their case to Ministers.
"But we may end up in a
confrontation situation and
that would be a tragedy,"
he added.

Mr Ancram said: "We
believe that the average
rent increase in Scotland
need be only slightly above
£1 per house per week," he
said.

In Glasgow the average '
rent was E9.75, in Aberdeen
£8.90 and Dundee £8.82. -
This compared with an ,
average local authority
rent in England and Wales
of £14.71.

He claimed that if Glas-
gow brought its manage-
ment and maintenance
spending per house down to
the average of the other
Scottish authorities it
would save the equivalent
of a rent reduction of E1.14
a week, and Edinburgh
could cut £1.70 a week.

The vote was 217 to 190,
Government majority of
127.
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cots coaneils war defia ce
By KEITH AITKEN, Our Parliamentary CorrespondentEdinburgh District Coun-

il was lost night given a
lunt warning in the Com-

mis that it or any other
uthority which pes ahead

ith threats to defy the
vernment over council

ouse rents can expect to

taken to court.

The assurance came from
Michael Ancram, Scottish

nvironment Minister, who
hallenged Mr Donald Dewar,

hour's Shadow Scottish See-
etary, to make clear whether
e would support Labour coun-
illors who broke the law.

Mr Dewar responded that he
ould not and would not lend
is support to councillors who
efied court orders. But he

Mr MICHAEL ANCRAM

aLso blamed Ministers for the
confrontation that bad arisen
and appealed to them to with-
draw parliamentary orders

restricting councils' powers to
subeidise rents from the rates.

Mr Ancram, opvning last
night's heated debate on the
orders, warned Edinburgh Dis-
trict that the Scottish Secre-
tary, Mr George Younger,
would not hesitate to take all
possible steps available to him
to force councils to comply
with the law.

If laws were defied, he said,
Mr Younger would seek a
court order in the Court of
Session forcing the councils to
comply. If they defied that
they would be in contempt of
court and individual councillors
could become personally liable 


to make good illegal Cspendi-
ture.

Mr Ancram said that Edin-
burgh's reported refusal to
roeut its rents by El per week
— the average estimated by
tbe Scottish Office for in-
creeses in the coming year —
came in the face of a report by
Shelter suggesting that the
council need only raise its
rents by 1Bp to comply with
the Government's limits on
subsidy and ba meet inflation
ciets.

"It Edinburgh chooses now
to go outside the law we can
only conclude that it does so
for purely dogmatic reasons,"
be added. "In due course I am 


sure that the voters will take
note and act accordingly."

He challenged Mr Dewar to
make clear where he and his

11Vy stood on the issue of-breaking and described
Labour's stance on the matter
so far as "a miracle of twisted
morality" in which the party
would only condemn such
action once it had been ruled
illegal in a court of law.

Mr Dewar responded to the
challenge by declaring: "I will
not encourage and support
people who at the end of the
day end up in defiance of court
orders. That would not be
proper and should not be
done."

Rut he also laid the blame
for the confrontation squarely 


at the door of Mr Younger who
was engaged, he claimed, in an
attempt to rob housing authori-
ties of the right to determine
their own rent levels.

- I believe that this collection
of orders illustrat a mean-
minded approach and is likely
to make council housing — I
fear, is intended to make coun-
cil housing --- a leis attractive
option than it was," he said.

He declared that the result
of the orders would be "misery
and more misery, poorer ser-
vices and higher rents, pay
more and get less."

But the measure won sup-
port from Conservative back-
benchers. Mr Gerald Malone,
the MP for South Aberdeen.
said Labour wanted to return 


to a policy of high public
expenditure which had created
many of the problems the
Government was now trying to
confront.

The SNP chairman, Mr Gor-
don Wilson, said. "It does seem

,to me that the policy of the
Scottish Office is to bring Scot-
land into line with the situation
in England regardless of the
methods, regardless of the
hardship cost.

But Lord James Douglas-
Hamilton, the Conservative MP
for W. Edinburgh, said rents in
Scotland would remain signifi-
cantly lower than in England.

For the Alliance. Mr Charles
Kennedy --- the SDP MP for
Boss, Cromarty and Skye --
said the Government's Policies 


had brought about a corium
erosion of the housing si
and a diminution of k
power and local democracy

The L:ibour MP for I
Edinburgh, Dr Gavin Str
accused Ministers of "fur
up council house rents deli
ably in order to try to I

znany people as possibi
buy their council houses."

Mr Willie Hamilton, La
MP for Central Fife, deck-
"If local authorities broth.
law. I hope they do
together."

The Orders were appr
by 317 votes to 190. a Gm
ment majority of 127.

(Move fur unity — Page



RATEPAYERS in
Grarnpian -are going
to have to pay con-
siderably more for
services provided by
local authorities.

The gloomy news yes-
terday from the regional
council's financial ex-
perts was that there is
to be an average rise of
about 1 3% in rates
throughout the region.

The actual rise will vary
from area to area, but it is
certain to be highest in
Aberdeen and according to
director of finance Mr Tom
Carter. could be "con-
siderably more than the
average of 13%".

It has been known for
some time that rates
throughout Scotland were
bound to rise because of the
Government's financial

'policies and yesterday
Councillor Henry Auchin-
achie, chairman of Gram-
pian Regional Council's
finance committee, ex-
plained the situation.

He said the council's draft
budget for the 1985,6
financial year — which
starts on Aphl 1 — envis-
ages total expenditure of
more than £239million.

"We are planning to keep
our expenditure within the
Government's spending 


guidelines and within the
rate of inflation — vet we
expect to have to impose a
substantial rates increase.

"The explanation is that
the taxpayer is paying less
and less towards the cost of
council services with the
result that more of the bur-
den is falling on the rate-
payer. In the coming
financial year. Grampian
Regional Council will re-
ceive almost Ell million
less in Government grants
than they did in the current
year — and this can only
spell bad news for rate-
payers.

"Had it not been for the
loss of Government grants,
the regional council would
have been looking for only
£3,000,000 more in 1985/6. an
increase of 2.7,7,, and well
below the rate of inflation.

"Instead of that, the
council anticipate they wiE
have to raise an extra
£13,500,000 from rates and
council balances, even
although they are contain-
ing the increase in their
expenditure within the in-
flation rate," said Council-
lor Auchinachie,

The actual rate will de-
pend on decisions still to be
taken by some of the com-
mittees and will then have
to be agreed by the finance
committee and ultimal.ely
the full regional council on
February 21.

By DONALD SMITH
But Councillor Auchin-

achie stated: "I can say the
amount required will repre-
sent an overall increase of
about 13,7a or 1 lp on the
present 85p in the pound
rate. Because of the new
rateable values coming into
force from April 1, the
actual rate poundage, how-
ever, will be considerably
less than that."

The revaluation — a
statutory obligation and
the first for seven years —
means it will be impossible
for an individual ratepayer
to work out what next
year's rates bill will be until„
the revaluation notices
have been sent out, prob-
ably about the end of Feb-
ruary.

The rateable value of a
property is based, however,
on the amount of money
which can be obtained from
a property if it is rented,
and the -boom-town-
image of Aberdeen means it
is likely to suffer more than
other parts of the region
and certainly more than
most of Scotland.

Predictions are that,
houseowners in Aberdeen
are to be hardest hit
through Grampian in the
revaluations. Thee are
almost certain, as a result,
to have to shoulder a
greater burden of the rates
bill than previously, Corn-




mercial and IndUstrial
payers will be the' main
beneficiaries.

Councillor Auchinachie
said: "The Government
guidelines for 1985:6 have
been increased by 4.5% to
allow for inflation but
makes no provision for any
increase in services. How-
ever• the running costs of
new premises and other
facilities corning into opera-
tion this year will cost, the
region an extra £700,000 To
keep within the guidelines
the council are obliged to
identity savings of £700,000
elsewhere in their budget.

"The transfer of the cost
of council services away
from the taxpayer and onto
the ratepayer has seen the
Government contribution
dropping from 75', of
council's net, expenditure in
1975 6 to 56.675 in the
coming year. In the case of
Grampian Regional
Council in 1985,86, the
Government's contribution
will be even less, at some

"Growth in Grampian
continues to necessitate a
high level of capital ex-
penditure on school build-
ing, road improvements,
water and drainage etc.
This results in mounting
debt charges to meet the
cost of interest borrowed on
capital and annual repay-
ment instaimems. In 1985'
86, debt charges on the

Grampian rating account
will rise by £3,500.000 to
£38.600,000.

"What we have tried to do
in our 1985,6 budget is to
make relatively-minor ad-
justments to the budgets of
departments reflecting the
changes in needs of the
various services. It is easy
to make an argument: for
more money for many-of our
services. If we are to keep
within Government guide-
lines it can only be achieved
by taking money from
another service: if we do not
keep within the guidelines,
the effect is to increase still
further the burden on rate-
payers."

Under new Government,
legislation, local authorities
are required to invite con-
sultations from non-domes-
tic ratepayers on rates
before the final figure is
fixed.

Some time ago officials of
the council met representa-
tives of the Chamber of
Commerce, the National
Federation of tne Self Em-
ployed and Small Business-
men arid others. Yesterday
another meeting in private
was held with the same
organisations and elected
members of the council.

The representatives of
the various organisations
are entitled to make repre-
sentations abont the rates
and have to lodge them
before February 8.



Chamberwarns
Younger
A THREAT of a 1.00T0increase in district councilrates and 15% in theregional rate would havea damaging effect on em-ployment and investmentprospects in Edinburgh,Mr George Younger, ,Secretary of State forScotland, was told yester-day. ,
A deputation from the ,Edinburgh Chamber ofCommerce and manufac-turers said the proposedincreases would threatenthe competitiveness ofbusiness.

Rates in Edinburgh werealready among the highestin the United Kingdom. Insome cases the rates persquare metre were 40%higher than Glasgow and50% higher than Aberdeen.Mr David Mowat, thechamber's chiefsexecutive,and Mr Jim Souness, thechamber president, urgedMr Younger to take actionto restrict the rates risefor 1985-86 to the level of.present inflation.
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Bi or firms
to meet
on rates

By BRIAN CHRISTIE

The 30 biggest firms in
Edinburgh are to meet this
week to discuss what action to
take in the face of unparal-
Jelled increases in local author-
ity rates.

One of the main issues at
Thursday's meeting is expected
to be their response to a
situation. in which the Govern-
ment declares Edinburgh Dis-
trict Council's rate to be ille-
gal. The firms may question if
it would be legal to pay such a
rate.

The firms, which employ
more than 30,000 people and
include the big banks and in-
surance companies, large
stores, hotel groups, brewing
and publishing interests, have
decided to mount strong
opposition as they fear that the
big planned increases would
have a devastating effect on
the business and commercial
sector.

Edinburgh District has still
to decide on its new rate but
present plans would see it
shoot up by about 60 per cent.
Lothian Region's rate is on top
of that and it could rise by
about 15 per cent.

Mr David Mowat, the chief
executive of the Edinburgh
Chamber of Commerce, said
that increases of this magni-
tude would hit jobs, stifle
development and stop new
companies moving into the
city. "We already have the
reputation of being the highest
rated city in Britain." he said.

He said that Marks and
Spencer's highest rated store in
Britain was in Princes Street
and he quoted the example of
Jenners, which has a rates bill
of £500,000 — half that of
Harrod's in London which is 12-
times the size.
said.

Yesterday he met the Scot-
tish Secretary, Mr George
Younger, to put the chamber's

, case against the planned in-
creases. 'We are now certain
that the Secretary of State is

: as worried as we are at the
rate levels being talked about,"
Mr Mowat said afterwards.



A RATES bombshell
: is on the way in
Perth and Kinross
and domestic rate-
payers will be
hardest hit.

The present 19p rale
could leap by 70% to 32p
for domestic subjects
and 29p for commercial
and industrial rate-
payers.

Tory group leader Coun-

cillor Tom Drane yesterday
said there was no doubt the
Government's financing
policy was to blame. •

Ile explained that a
major factor in the rates
increase, which he con-
ceded would be "substan-
tial", was the switch of the
greater proportion of RAte
Support Grant away from
the district to the regional
council.

Several other factors, in-
cluding the amount they
applied for balances, had
to be taken into account
before the council finally
arrived at the rates for 


1985-6, which will he
announced on February 27.

The situation will also be
affected by the rating re-
valuation, which has been
carried out and becomes
effective from April 1 this
year.

In a report to the council,
the director of finance, 5Ir
liarry Robertson, pointed
out that in general domes-
tic rateable values had in-
creased by a greater pro-
portion than commercial
and industrial properties
and this would result in
domestic ratepayers
throughout Scotland meet-
ing a higher proportion of 


local government
,spending.

"Additionally, all rate-
payers in this district will
meet an increased propor-
tion of local expenditure as
a result of rateable values
in Perth and Kinross
generally rising to a
greater extent than the
national average."

Based on various
assumptions, Mr Robert-
son noted that the pro-
jected rate poundage for
1985-6 was 11.5 which is the
equivilent of 32p in pre-
revaluation terms for
domestic ratepayers and
29p for coinmercial, and
industrial subjects.
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City centre property owners In
Edinburgh are in for a bigger shock than
most when revaluation notices drop
through their letter boxes early next
month. •

Lothian Region Assessor Mr Ian Rogers said
today that, on average, the rateable values of flats
in the capital's historic New Town will more than
treble. And there is expected to be a tripling, too,
in the values applied to big Princes Street shops

Revaluation notices are going out from March 4
and throughout the region will show- an average
rise in rateable values of about two and a half
times.

Mr Rogers indicated that older and substantial
stone-built houses are likely to receive higher
valuations increases than new dwellings. And a
detailed examination of tenement properties in and
near the city centre is also likely to lead to greater
changes in the values applied by the Assessor.

Inquiry centre "
The actual rate poundage struck by local

councils will come down accordingly and Mr
Rogers empahsised at a Press conference today
that actual rates bills had nothing to do with him.

To coincide with the mail drop, the revaluation
roll for Lothian will go on display on March 4. The
roll contains some 350,000 entries, of which 302,000
are houses.

Mr Rogers announced that the main inquiry
centre for Edinburgh will not be at his own
headquarters in Queen Street, but at a separate
office at 20 Albany Street. Elsewhere in the region
inquiries can be made at 1 Eskdaill Court,
Dalkeith; Court Street, Haddington; and South
Bridge Street, Bathgate.

Those .receiving .notices will, have a right..of!
appeal. They should first apply to the Assessor, but
if this is unsuccessful a formal appeal has to be.
lodged by September 15




Age

Old
rateable

value

New
rateable• ,

value

in Post-war 334 868

of Post-war 1222 3611




c 1880 429 1313




c 1790 478 1572




c 1976 389 975

Court
action
over
bm:get?
Edinburgh Chamber

of Commerce aro today
considering court action
against Edinburgh Dis-
trict Council if they go
ahead with what could
be considered an illegal
budget.

Businessmen were
meeting at the
Chamber's headquarters
in the Capital, and were
being asked to authorise
officials to take the
necessary legal step in
the Court of Session.

The district council
are due to fix their
budget on March 5 and
the Labour administ-
ration have already said
they intend to freeze
rents, taking them over
the limit set by the
Government on the
amount of money they
can take from the
general rates fund to
prop up the housing
account.

The Chamber's presi-
dent, Mr James
Souness,. said the court
move was not a ques-

; tion of businessmen
"carping" at rates bills
— but was designed to
save jobs in private
business.

EDINBURGH DISTRICT

5-apt semi-detached villa
SILVERKNOWES
7-/8-apt detached bungalow
superior quality in BARNTON
with garage and outbuildings

in7-apt mid-terraced stone villa
MORNINGSIDE

5-apt NEW TOWN flat in a mid7
terraced conversion
Modern 4-apt semi-detached villa
with central heating and garage



Local goverment Editor KEN SMART
sums up the rates debate at Lothian

Regional Council.

I Don't blame us — blame them.That's the message coming from
Lothian's 49 regional councillors
when your new property values
and your new rates bill come
tumbling through the letterbox.

The new values — due in the
' next few days — con be put down

to the regional assessor. He's the
man who has more than doubled
your house rateable value. It could
add about 18 per cent to your rates
bill.

And there's the Scottish Office — the heavy
hand of Central Government. They've pulled
out millions of pounds in rates support grant.

Out of a rates rise of 121/4 per cent, 11V, per cent
is es a direct result of Government withdrawal of
rates support grant.

So much so, that nine-tenths of the increase in
the regional demand can be laid on their
doorstep at New St Andrew's House,

, Edinburgh.
In fact, the regional councillors became so

frustrated at the end of hours of deliberation
yesterday on their budget, that they decided in
early evening to urge the Government to replace
the present rating system.

"Replace it with an income tax, or ajocal poll
tax — something that can be equated with the
ability of an individual to pay for the services
received," pleaded Conservative Regional
Convener Brian Meek.

It's all part of the growing belief in the
Conservative Party of Scotland that Mrs Thatcher
and her advisers must think again about who
exactly pays for the services provided by local
councils.

Concession

IThe bite in the attack on the Scottish Office

ERIC MILLIGAN JAMES GILCHRIST
Argued Freeze warning

•
produced by the Scottish Office "You and Your
Rates" — as yet another attempt by Central
Government to lay the blame for council spending
at the door of local government. •

All will be revealed in the netv valuation
notices due any moment in your letterboxes. That
will increase new house rates bills substantially,
keep commercial rates about level, and reduce
industrial property rating significantly.

Just how much depends on the decision of the
assessor — and every property owner has the
right of appeal.

Apply to these new values the new regional
rate of 47.5 pence in the — an average increase
of around 12 per cent for the regional council's
demands. Add to that a new district rate —
expected to average out at around 20 per cent.:

Whatever the combined total, the householder
will be asked for 5p less in the than industry
and commerce — the Government's concession to

People protesting about cuts have been misled
about the effects of a budget designed to
"toady" to Secretary of State George Younger.

the fact that the householder is being "asked" to
pay that much more than industry this coming
year.

Thee main difference is in rateable value — not
in ratepoundage demanded by the council.

The regional budget had earlier been accepted
by a margin of only one vote (25-24) and that was
thanks largely to an agreement reached last week
between the Tory administration and the cross-
bench Alliance councillors who hold the balance
of power.

'Conservative finance chairman, Councillor
James Gilchrist, claimed it would mean a "virtual
standstill" in council staffing, savings of around
£600,000 from the work of management
consultants in identifying efficiency moves, a
freeze on items like 'bus fares and charge for
school meals, old folks' lunch charges and

. meals-on-wheels fees.,
The Conservatives, he claimed, had wanted to.

go further, but they had to depend on the votes of
the Alliance who Insisted on the charges and fares
freeze.?

Continue
The public, claimed Labour, were being conned,

and the budget really metnt cuts in service, in
staff and in spending overall.

People protesting about cuts had been mislead
about the effects of a budget designed to "toady"
to Secretary of State George Younger, said
Councillor Mulvey.

Labour's finance spokesman, Councillor Eric
Milligan, argued against a new rates system,
saying that financial demands from councils on
commercial and industrial property owners
should continue.

A local income tax was not the complete
answer, because a substantial part of the council's
income came from commercial and industrial
properties, he said.

Conservative council-
lors in Lothian are
interested in listen-
ing to reasoned
argument, but not
"ranting and ray-
ing"_ on the issue of
closing some nun-.
sery schools units

- • and -transferring
the pupils into
empty classrooms
in nearby • primary

. schools.
This was the vieW put

by the region's edu-
cation vice-chairman
Councillor Ian Hoy
during a council ,
debate on the future •
of nursery Classes.

After the debate, It
was decided 25-24 to
go out to public con-
sultation, particu-
larly with parents'
groups, on moves
which the Labour
group claimed would
save the council only
£47,000 a year. •

All parties have
agreed to conSul-

. tations on the future
of St John's Nursery
at Portobello, and at
Macmerry

But Labour were
against consulting
further on closing
the Children's House
Nursery at Niddrie,
and transferring the
children to classes at
Craigmillar, Niddrie
and St Francis Pri-
maries; closing
Grassmarket , and
High School Yards
nurseries and trans-
ferring the pupils to
Cowgate, Hope Cot-.
tage, Royal Mile and.
St Leonard's nur-
series; closing the
Princess Elizabeth
Child Garden and
putting the children
to Cameron House
and Prestonfield
nurseries; and relo;
eating the Winch-
burgh Nursery.
School within the'
local primary.

Labour councillors
argued unsuccess-
fully director or edu-
cation, Mr David
Semple, should first
prepare a report on
the need for nursery
education in the
region.

The council also
approved the setting
up of a number of
education informa-
tion offices in rural
areas to replace
divisional offices in
East and West
Lothian. The educa,
tion service is being
centralised at the
department's head-
quarters at Torphi-
can „Street,' .

came from the Conservative group. Government
leaflets explaining changes in property values will
be accompanied by the council's own advice ...
that out of a rates rise of 121/4 per cent, 111/4 per
cent ls as a direct result of Government
withdrawal of rates support grant. '

IThe suggestion from Convener ' Meek —

accepted unanimously in the council — is that
they express their "regret" that a Government
leaflet explaining revaluation misleads the public
by giving the impression that rates increases are
caused mainly by increased council spending.

1

The motion from the Labour group, expressed
by their leader Councillor John Mulvey,
condemned the "misleading propaganda leaflet"

E- icc c0 S5
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Cham er tr
to s e if city•
bud ew .e
By CHRISTOPHER REEKIE

EDINBURGH Chamber of -
Commerce warned yester-
day that it was likely to
take court action if Edin-
burgh District Council
passed a budget which
broke the Secretary of
State for Scotland's
guidelines and became
illegal.

Mr James Souness,
president, said the atten-
dance at a general meeting
of the chamber yesterday
and support by members
by letters and telephone
calls indicated total oppo-
sition to the district
council's intention to fix
high rates and its attitude
to business.

Mr David Mowat, chief

. By Our Local
Government

Correspondent

LABOUR councils who are
seeking deliberate confron-
tation with the Govenment
over spending are heading
for defeat, the chairman of
the , Scottish Conservative
Party, Sir James Goold,
predicted yesterday. „

However, there were
likely to be further skir-
mishes before "the social-
ist guerillas" were finally
convinced that this was a
risky course, he said.

Sir James, speaking in
Carnoustie, said: "Those
Labour authorities who
think they can ignore
Government guidelines on
spending without fear of
sanction had better think
again.

"George Younger's prin-
ciple that local government
spending must be regulated
as part of the overall re-
duction of public expendi-
ture is perfectly logical and
entirely necessary. I have
no doubt he will enforce it
and I back him ail the
way." 


executive, said that if the
council breached the guide-
lines by exceeding the limit
on funds for its housing
revenue account, the
chamber could then go into
court to seek to interdict
the council.

The council's Labour ad-
ministration has proposed
a budget which is 42%
above Government guide-
lines and would produce a
rtae of 50p in the pound,
72% above the present rate
of 29p. Edinburgh's rate
will will be fixed by the
council on March 5.

Mr Souness said in an
address to the chamber
that the budget could
represent a political ges-
ture rather than a con-

Sir James went on to
refer to Labour-controlled
Aberdeen District Council
which has already received
a warning of immediate
Government action if it
persists in the decision to
break Government im-
posed limits on the amount
of rates money which can
be used to subsidise hous-
ing expenditure.

A basic difference of
principie between the Con-
servative and Labour par-
ties lay behind these
battles, he said. While Con-
servatives wanted to find
solutions which were fair
to all the people, the social-
ists favoured their own
political strongholds where
their housing policy was
aimed at preserving the
power of the local auth-
ority landlord.

"Class distinction is vital
to Labour. the party of
"us" and "them." Sir
James said. "They must
preserve it because in a
world without it they are
lost. But these days are
gone. Labour faces a
straight choice: moder-
ation or extinction." 


sidered responsible budget.
A consensus of the cham-

ber's II00 members felt
that a rates increase
equivalent to the rate of
inflation wouid be accept-
able, but the council was .
proposing colossal ex-
cesses over spending
guidelines.

The chamber had to
oppose rates increases
which would have the op-
posite effect to encourag-
ing business and creating
jobs. The way to a higher
standard Of living all round
in any area of the country
was a strong local
economy, Mr Souness said.

Mr Michael York,
managing director, NEI
Peebles Ltd., said he was
responsible for several fac-
tories, three of them in
Edinburgh. Mille Scotland
and the United Kingdom
were competing overseas,
Scotland was now begin-
ning to compete with the
rest of the UK,

Factories in Scotland
were costing more than
factories elsewhere in the
UK because of the extra-
ordinary cost of living in
Edinburgh.

Councillor James Bur-
nett, secretary of the dis-
trict council's Labour
group. said later that he
and his colleagues were not
surprised that the Chamber
of Commerce, was more
concerned to protect its
narrow interests than
furthering the general in-
terests of the people of
Edinburgh which the
Labour administration had
been elected to extend.

Labour 'will
lose on rates'
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Domestic ratepayers in Fife face a huge rise in the regional rate of almost 28%.
That was the shock news to emerge from yesterday's meeting of the regional councilfinance committee, when proposals for next year's budget were made public for the firsttime.

And it means a head-on clash with the Scottish
Secretary for the third year running, with the
possibility of severe penalties being imposed.

The expenditure figure for
1985/86 is £174.5 million—E7.7
million or 4.95% above the
Government's guideline figure
—leaving almost E104.5 million
to be raised from the rates after
estimates for specific grants
and the rate support grant have
been deducted.

For householders, that means
an effective rise of 20p in the
to 118p, although the actual
figure because of revaluation is
53p--an increase of 27.69%.

The proposed water rate is 4p,
effectively unchanged, and
there is domestic relief of 5p.

For the average householder,
it means his yearly rates bill
will jump from E304 to E362.

The rate for commercial prop-
erties looks set to rise by just
over 17%, while industrialists
will pay no more apart from
increases caused by re-
valuation.

Defended
The proposals have been

defended by the Labour admini-
stration, who say that the reduc-
tion in rate support grant—E5.75
million in Fife's case—and
rating revaluation, which has
shifted the burden from the
industrial to the domestic rate-
payer, are to blame.

This was backed by director
of finance Mr Douglas Mitchell, 


who said that, had it not been for
these factors, no increase would
have been necessary.

The Labour group say that the
budget will maintain jobs and
existing levels of service, with
improvements in certain
services such as social work.

It also means that for the
fourth year running there will
be an increase in bus fares.

The various concessionary
fares schemes, including free
travel for the elderly, will con-
tinue—something of which the
administration is unashamedly
proud.

"Disastrous"
Had the rate been held steady,

it would have worked out at 46p
under the new valuation. but
convener Bert Gough said this
would have been "disastrous."

"We are not declaring war on
the Scottish Office; what we are
doing is to provide a standard of
living and quality of life for the
people," he said.

Labour group leader Coun-
cillor Henry McLeish said that
they were attempting to pursue
policies which made Fife a
fairer, more caring society.

"Jobs and industry are the
life-blood of the Kingdom and
we have worked to ensure our 


policies not only protect jobs
but also support expansion.

Consequences
The proposals are certain to

incur the wrath of Mr Younger.
In separate reports, both Mr

Mitchell and chief executive Mr
James Dunlop warned of the
consequences of exceeding the
Government's guideline figure.

Mr Mitchell pointed out that
any authority whose relevant
expenditure was in excess of the
guideline was liable to have its
share of the needs element of
the rate support grant cut, and
indications were that any
penalty for 1985/86 would be
more severe than for 1984/85.

Mr Dunlop said the council
had experience of the exercise
by the Scottish Secretary of his
powers of general abatement of
rate support grant during the
past two financial years.

In addition to this, he could
also seek parliamentary approv-
al to redetermine the rate—
"rate-capping."

This would have serious
effects for the council, includ-
ing having to spend an
estimated E200,000 on altering

.the rate during the financial
year, and loss of income from a
lower rate or reduced rate
support grant, or both.

First time
Because of the new legal

requirement for the council to
consult with non-domestic rate-
payers, this is the first time that
the proposals have been made
public prior to the special bud-
get meeting.

This was welcomed by
Conservative Councillor Tony
Jackson, who said later that it
gave all councillors a chance to
study the proposals beforehand.

Despite his attempt to have
the proposals debated yester-
day, the Labour majority on the
committee merely noted the
report.

It will now be considered—
and certainly approved—by the
all-Labour poitcy and resource
comnUttee before being finally
discussed at the special budget
meeting on February 28.

Looks like
lp up in

Grampian
Ratepayers are likely to face

an increase of llp in the E in the
coming financial year in
Grampian Region—in addition
to any rises the district councils
may make.

The 13% rise was yesterday
approved by the regional
finance committee, and will go
forward for final approval to the
full council next week.

At present day rateable
values, the increase would pro-
duce a regional rate of 96p in the
E.

However, revaluation is ex-
pected to increase rateable
value by 2.5 times, with the rate
per E consequently reduced by
an equal figure, putting the new
rate at 38p.
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By WILLIAM CHISHOLM
Representatives of the business and commercial

sector in the Borders are to ask Mr George Younger, the
Scottish Secretary, to postpone the Scottish rating revalua-
tion to head off large increases.

•

Borders ratepayers have
already been warned that
revaluation and loss of rate
support grant will push up
commercial rates by as much
as 50 per cent from April,
while domestic ratepayers can
expect an average rise of 23
per cent.

During talks between local
chambers of trade and
members and officials of the
regional council it was calcu-

' lated that, had there been no
- revaluation, the combined

region and district rate bills
for 1985-86 would have in-
creased by 10 and 15 per cent
in all districts except Rox-
burgh where, because of a
more favourable grant alloca-
tion, the increase would have
been 5 to 10 per cent.

- COuncillor Tom Hunter (Ind),
convener of Border Regional
Council, said after the meeting:
"There was a general agree-
ment that the traders' organi-
sations should get together and
ask Mr Younger to delay the
implementation of new valua-
tions. They are naturally con-
cerned about imminent rates
rises although they recognise
the governing factors are
outwith our control."

The convener and other
council representatives indi-
cated that the local authority 


would support the approach to
Mr Younger.

"The seriousness of the
situation facing the Borders
cannot be overstated," Council-
lor Hunter said. "We were told
by the consulting bodies that
some people would definitely
go out of business."

Mr John Curtis, local spokes-
man for the National Fede-
ration of Self Employed and
Small Businesses, said the
request to Mr Younger would
be for a two-year delay on
revaluations.

"It must be remembered
that rates increases and
demands bear no relation to
the ratepayer's ability to find
the money," Mr Curtis said. "It
is clear Chat the rating system
is unfair and completly out of
date but despite election
promises the Government has
done nothing to introduce
alternative methods of raising
local finance."

Councillor Hunter added: "I
was interested to see in The
Scotsman recently that the
Scottish Office was baffled by
the size of the predicted rates
rise in the Borders. It is high
time someone told them that
despite all our efforts to con-
tain spending within guidelines
the loss of grants has resulted
in these rises."
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By DONALD SMITH
RATES in Grampian
Region this year will be38p in the pound. an
increase of just under
13% on what is being
paid in the current year.

The rate poundage wasset by Grampian RegionalCouncil's nnance commit-tee yesterday, but it will besome time yet before rate-payers will know exactlywhat they have to stumpup.
•

Most district councilshave still to fix their ratesbut the biggest complica-tion this year is the revalua-tion exercise which hasbeen carried out by regionalassessors.
Ali property has been re-valued upwards but the

actual increases vary fromarea to area and even fromstreet to street.
Notices of the revalua-tions will not be sent out byuntil near the end of thismonth..
What is certain is that theburden of rates is beingmoved to the domestic rate-payer.
Aberdeen is likely to havethe biggest increases in re-valuation, estimated to beabout three times presentfigures within Grampianregion. Banff and Buchan

district is likely to have thesmallest increase, though it( will still be substantial.
One surprise at yester-d ay's meeting was anabout-turn by the rulingConservative group on aprevious decision to cuti.40.000 from the provisionfor nursery school nurses inthe education budget

As expected the budgetpresented by the Conserva-tives was strongly opposedby both the Labour andLiberal groups on the com-mittee.

ORKNEY Islands
Council have fixed a
rate of 52p in the pound

'plus 91/2p for water.
Taking into account a
Government domestic
rating relief of 5p in the
pound, this means
householders will pay a
total of 561/2p in thepound.

That represents an aver-age increase of 26%. Therates are based on the newrateable values onproperty that come in toeffect from April 1.
Estimated expenditurefor Orknev in 1985-86 is£17,792,000. Once again 


education leads the waywith close on 18,508.080 fol-lowed by roads and trans-portation at about£2,750.000and social work
at £1,348,000.

In his statement to thecouncil on the estimatesfor 1985-86, Orkney's
Islands convener MrEdwin Eunson said esti-maled expenditure wasless than ilr'c greater thanthe original estimate for1984185 of £17,462,000. Therate support grant, how-ever, had continued to bereduced.

On the Government's
own calculations said MrEunson, Orkney should 


have received £8,909,000 —an extra £1,30,000 — in1981185 and £8,400,000 — anextra £1.900,000in 1985/86by way of grants.

"This shortfall has to be
made good by local rate-payers," he said.

The average increase inrateable values from April
are expected to be asfollows:— domestic, 250%;industrial, 210% and com-mercial, 200%.

Mr Etinson said: hIt is notrecommended that any re- .duction should be made inbalances during 1085/86since they will be required.:in future years to cushion
the effects of the de-rating 


of the Flotta nil terminal.This will be phased in with
effect from April 1, 1986.

"The balances produce
an annual income which isconservatively estimatedat £1,000,000 for 1985/86 andhas reduced the rate call byat least 5p in the pound."

The convener pointed
out that in 198485 OrkneyIslands Council had the ,lowest average rate bill per "house in Scotland.3
43 Drnestic rates in Fife areto rise by almost if theregion's policy and re-sources committee
approves a recommenda-lion of 57p, including Waterrate, less 5p domestic reliefon Monday.

Orkn coun % increase
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Snag ow
By CHRISTOPHER REEKIE

THE minority Conserva-
tive administration and the
Alliance group, which be-
tween them hold the bal-
ance of power on Lothian
Regional Council, are
putting together a compro-
mise budget to present to
next . Tuesday's council

: meeting.
The Conservatives, the

Clarice, and. the main
pposition Labour group

each put forward proposed
budgets at yesterday's
meeting of the policy and
resources committee.

'The Alliance propOsais
received the least votes in
a first division and dropped
out. In a second division,
Tories and Labour tied and ,
regional convener, Council-
lor Brian Meek, gave his
casting vote to the Con-
servative proposals.

The Tory budget could
not, however, survive in 


the council. A compromise
figure between Tories and
the Alliance is expected to
be made known this week.

Councillor James Gil-
christ, finance convener,
said that, after revaluation,
the present regional rate
would be 42.2p in the El.
The Conservative adminis-
tration proposed to raise
this to 96.9p, and increase
of just under 10%. This
would be an increase in
expenditure of only 1.27%.

The Alliance proposed a
rate of 48.2p, and, Labour
53.3p.

, The Conservatives' pro-
posals were 1% above
Government guidelines,
the Alliance 3%, and
Labour 9%.

Edinburgh District Coun-
cil's Alliance group yester-
day proposed a budget
which would provide for a
21% increase in expendi-
ture and a rate poundage
before revaluation of 38.5p.

ouncil's threat on budget
CUMBERNAULD and Kil-
syth District Council said
last night it may have to
set an illegal budget if its
rents are not to rise by
E2.08 a week.

Tile housing convener,
ncillor Mrs Rosemary

..AcKenna, said the Govern-

ment's new powers Over
spending were to blame for
the increase, estimated at
more than 20%, which will
have to be imposed if the
council is to meet
guidelines.

"We find the implica-
tions horrendous," said

Mrs McKenna. "It is dis-
graceful that we should be
forced to impose these,
increases because of
Government action."

Chief executive Mr Jim
Hutton warned that to defy
restrictions on the rate
fund contribution to hous-




ing and the housing
revenue account could
mean declaring an illegal
budget.

Councillors asked for a
report on the implications
of an illegal budget. to be
drawn up by officials for
consideration. —

FARMING
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1 ole set to 'se

By DAVID SCOTT, Our Local Government Correspondent

Lothian. Regional Coun-
cil's rate is expected to riseby 12.5 per cent after adeal between the Conserva-
tive administration andAlliance councillors whichwill freeze bus fares, pre-vent increases in othercharges and maintain pre-sent staffing levels.

Details of the "compromise"budget which will be put to theregional council on Tuesdaywere announced yesterday. Theproposed regional rate is 47.5pin the pound, a rise of 5.3pwhen the present rate is con-verted to take account of therevaluation of property.
Many Edinburgh house-holders will be faced withpaying 40 per cent more intheir rates bills because of thecombined effects Of the newregional rate; the rise proposedby Edinburgh District Council;and the revaluation, which willrequire domestic ratepayers topay a greater share of the totalrating burden. 


' According to figures givenyesterday a householder whoserateable value is £300 wouldhave a rates bill of £549 — anincrease of £156. This wouldbe made up of SAO extraattributable to revaluation; £43to the regional rate increaseand £73 to the increase pro-posed by Edinburgh DistrictCouncil.
However, if Edinburgh's ratewere restricted to a 20 percent rise instead of the 72 percent increase proposed, theadditional rates payment wouldbe £103 — a 26 per centincrease — according to calcu-lations made by regional offi-cials.

The proposed increase in theregional rate will result inLothian's budget exceedingGovernment guidelines by £7.13million or 2.3 per cent. Thethree Alliance councillors, whohold the balance of power,persuaded the Tory administ-ration to spend £4.7 million 


more than planned before adeal was reached.
While leaders of the Torygroup did not disguise theirdisappointment at having toconcede on some key budgetproposals such as bus fares,the Alliance yesterday voicedsatisfaction at a compromisewhich they saw as protectingessential services while allow-ing some modest growth inothers.

Councillor Donald Gorrie
(Lib) said: "Sevices are still notas good as we would like themto be but this is due to theSecretary of State's policywhich we strongly oppose.However, we think it is a fairbudget providing for somegrowth in what we wouldregard as priority areas."

Councillor Brian Meek, theregional council convener, saidthe only alternative to theAlliance proposals would be toaccept a horrendous Labourbudget which would immedi-




ately plunge Lothian into afurther confrontation with MrGeorge Younger, the ScottishSecretary.
He stressed that peoplewould still be paying less inregional rates than they werewhen the Conservatives tookover from Labour three yearsago. The council's spendingexcess over guidelines of 2.3per cent for 1985-86 comparedwith the previous Labour

administration's 22.5 per cent."That must be the biggestturn-around of any local auth-ority in the country," Mr Meeksaid.

Councillor James Gilchrist,chairman of the finance com-mittee, said the bus faresfreeze, applying to Lothianregional services and thoseoperated by the Scottish BusGroup, had been a significantarea of disagreement betweenthe administration and theAlliance.
"We believe the Alliance aremistaken in their view. In thesame way as ratepayers would 


expect to pay moderate in-creases in their rate payments,they would also be prepared topay moderate increases in busfares," he said.
The compromise budget alsomeans that charges for schoolmeals and social work serviceslike meals on wheels and lunchclubs will remain the same.About 70 extra posts are beingprovided between educationand social work though savingselsewhere will result in thetotal staffing establishment ofthe region remaining virtuallyunchanged.

Freezing bus fares will cost£760,000 while expenditure oneducation will be £2.5 millionmore than the figure proposedin the original Tory budget.This will allow increases innursery places and more staff-ing resources for both primary
and Secondary schools.

Social work spending will be£917,000 more than planned bythe administration, while therewill also be increases in expen-diture on urban aid.

Councillor DONALD GORR1E •
"Fair budget"

Councillor John Mulvey,leader of the Labour group,claimed that only minoradjustments had been made tospending levels and that theproposals still amounted to badnews for those who used localauthority services. Ile alsogave warning that it was unlik-ely that a bus freeze wouldremain for the full financialyear.



Tayside
Tories'
clawback
warning
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• . By JAMES ROUGVIE
Householders in -Tayside

were given a clear warning
yesterday that rates are set to
rise much higher than inflation.
The leader of the Tory
administration, Mr Ian Mackie,
indicated that revaluation and
cuts in rate support grant..
would throw the heaviest bur-
den on to domestic ratepayers,
although the extent of the
increase will not be known
until later this month.

The council's policy and
resources committee yesterday
recommended by. 14 votes to
six to accept a final upper
limit of net revenue expendi-
ture of ,£179.4 million. This is
below the Government guide-
line of £183 million, but since
the council estimates are based
on prices at October last year
and the Government target
based on out turn prices next
year, in real terms the council
expects to spend .188 million,
the result of inflation lifting
their spending million above
the guidelines. The rise repre-
sents a three per cent increase
on last year.

Mr Mackie said there would
certainly be a clawback by the
Scottish Secretary for their
overspending. "'Bearing in
mind the warnings from the
Secretary that grant penalty
might be stepped up, and we
are assuming it could be 100
per cent, it could be that for
every £1 million over the gui-
delines we could lose £1 mil-
lion in grant."

In the current year they had
started off with an excess of
.Z6.9 million, but had taken
steps to reduce clawback.
Even if they had had a stand-
still budget, there would still
have been an additional burden
on ratepayers because of grant
cuts and revaluation.

The Labour group on the
council was defeated in an
attempt to introduce a budget
of £183 million. The group
leader, Mr Ian Borthwick,
called Mr Mackie "the flim
flam man, now you see it, now
you don't,'' and claimed that
services would fall to below an
acceptable level. Failure to
approve their budget might
place the authority where it
could no longer meet statutory
obligations and become vulner-
able both in court and else-
where.



Edinburgh's Labour administration are heading forconfrontation with the Secretary of State for Scotland.Their draft estimates for a 72 per cent increase in councilspending next year were approved by the district council's policyand resources committee by 12 votes to eight.
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The £73 million esti-
mate for spending
would increase the
present city rate of
29p to about 50p in the
pound. -

A budget based on
these figures will now
be presented to a spe-
cial meeting of the
policy and resources
committee on February
28, and to the full coun-
cil for final approval on
March 5.

Labour leader Coun-
cillor Alex Wood said at
yesterday's meeting:
"We make no excuses.
Indeed, we will be very
proud to introduce a
budget which will im-
prove services, create
jobs, and defend local
democracy."

He estimated that the
budget, if passed, would
create 800-900 new
jobs.

Criticism from Edin-
burgh Chamber of Com-
merce was brushed
aside. "They are always
talking about making
the city attractive for
incoming industry. We
are going to make Edin-
burgh a bright, attrac-
tive and loving city,"
said Mr Wood.

Councillor John
Crombie (Con, North

Corstorphine)

By SANDY
BRAID

moved the Opposition
estimates, which were
based on the current
budget plus an addi-
tional 5 per cent for
inflation.

Tory estimates-of £55
million would result in
a rate of about 34p.
Councillor Crornbie said
that even this was 8 per
cent above the Govern-
ment guideline.

Shocking
The Liberal/SDP

Alliance favoured a
modest amount of
growth in their esti-
mates of £61 million,
representing a 38.5p
rate.

Councillor Mrs Eliza-
beth Robertson (Con,
Baberton) condemned
Labour. "You are set-
ting out deliberately to
destroy buSiness and
existing jobs by putting
up overheads.

"This is the most
shocking budget this
city has ever had to
face."

0 The committee were
told that officials were
predicting a deficit or;
about £5 million by the
end of March this year, !
which would result in a
further 31/2p on the
rates next year.



Tory
to press
!for rating
reform
By DAVID SCOTT, Our Local Government Correspondent

Scottish Office Ministers look like coming underincreasing pressure from Conservative Back-bench MPs toproduce positive proposals for the reform of the rating
system in view of the protests which are expected willfollow the declaration of this year's rates.

Signs of discontent oh the
Back Benches at the Govern-
ment's handling of rating
reform surfaced last night in a
speech at Kiimarnock by Mr
Michael Hirst, Tory MP for
Strathkelvin and Bearsden.

• i.;s.
Mr MICHAEL HIRST

"Frankenstein" warning

whole cost of certain major
services iike education, police,
fire and water, to the
Exchequer.

While rates would fall under
'this system, taxes would in-
crease. 'While this would
achieve a much greater ele-
ment of fairness in the rating
system this is almost certainly
not the most propitious time to
be ehiling for tax increases,"
he said.

Demands for renewed
attempts to find a solution to
the rates problem are certain
to be made at the Scottish
Tory conference in May.
According to one party source
yesterday, pressure for change
will intensify as a result of this
year's revaluation, which
applies solely to Scotland.

Discontent about the Scottish
Labour leadership's attitude
towards councils threatening to.
break the law over spending
has been expressed by the
chairman of Scottish Labour's
local government committee,
Mr Mark Lazarowier.

In an article in the  Scottish
Labour  Acri,tist, published by
the Labour Co-ordinating Com-
mittee lScotland), he claims
that the leadership's state-
ments that collncii5 will not be
supported in an illegal situa-
tion ''are simply not reflecting
Scottish party policy.-While local income tax was Mr Lar.arowicz, a member offrequently mentioned as an Edinburgh District Council,alternative to rates its intro- adds: "The Scottish parliamen-duction could hardly precede tary Front Bench and partythe completion of the national officers Scotland must getcomputerisation of taxpayers' the message that the partyrecords scheduled for 1991. wants them to concentrate onMr Hirst suggested that the defending the services thatGovernment might meantime working people depend on,consider the "half-way house" ralher Man undermining theproposals of transferring the confidence of Labour councils."

"Domestic ratepayers are
forcibly reminding Conserva-
tive MPs of commitments
given at earlier General Elec-
tions to reform domestic
rates," he said, Mr Hirst
added: "The ratepayers'
impatiente for reform is
matched by a realisation and
determination on the Govern-
rnerit's Back Benches that the
nettle of domestic rates has to
be firmly grasped."

Of the inquiry into local
government finance being con-
ducted by the Department of
the Environment and the Scot-
tish Office, Mr Hirst said sea-
soned observers did not appear
to be getting excited about it.
"That review must not bring
forth a mouse." he said.

Mr Hirst said that since the
last General Election. the.
Government had enacted a
number of worthwhile
improvements to the rating
system but in aggregate these
measures, together with a
widening of the availability of
housing benefit, mereiy repre-
sented a tinkering with the
existing system.

"What is needed is a root-
and-branch reform which takes
better account of ability to pay
and use made of local govern-
ment services, without at the
same time unleashing a
bureaucratic Frankenstein  to
administer the new scheme."

He thought it understandable
that at a time of low inflation
and restraint in income,
domestic rates increases of up
to 25 per cent resulting from
revaluation, cuts in rate sup-
port grant and local authority
spending levels, were provok-
ing howls of anguish 'from
ratepayers.
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By BILL HYNDMAN
A NEW move is being

made in Strathclyde
Region to abolish rates.

It comes as they are set to
rise by a staggering 25 per
cent. The plan is to replace
them with a local income
tax.

The main objective is to bring
in the many thousands of wage-
earners who escape the rates
levy.

Man behind the idea is Labour

Councillor James Wray, who feels
the present system creates a lot of
unfairness.

He said: "In one house you can
have a family of seven with a few
wage-earners and enjoying many of
the services provided by a local
authority.

"Next door are an elderly couple,

not getting much out of the services,
but paying exactly the same as their
much better-off neighbours."

Councillor Wray claimed it would
mean a 21/2 per cent levy on income.
Someone earning £80 a week would
pay E2. Someone earning E200 a
week would pay ES. 3,it his plan is
unlikely to gain support from

Strathclyde's Labour
Group.

Councillor Wray's move
came as regional bosses
met the heads of industry
and commerce to consult
on the coming rates rise.

LOOSE
Domestic ratepayers

will suffer a staggering
25.5 per cent increase
and commerce 8.8 per
cent, but industry
benefits by millions of
pounds with a 10.6 per
cent reduction because of
revaluation.

Region leader Dick
Stewart said: "We know
all hell is going to break
loose when the domestic
ratepayers know what
they'll have to pay. It's all
caused by a government
hell-bent on making life
difficult for local
government."
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By DEREK BATEMAN

THE Government's new
consultation procedure to
involve non-domestic
ratepayers in the formu-
lation of council budgets
has run into trouble in
Edinburgh.

The city's• Labour ad-
ministration has made it
clear to business men that
it disagrees with the new
system and is only comply-
ing with the regulations in
a technical sense.

As a result the Chamber
of Commerce is convinced
its arguments for lower
rates are being ignored.
- Both sides met for the
second stage of their talks
yesterday and afterwards
Labour leader Councillor
Alex Wood repeated that
he was against commercial
ratepayers having a statu-
tory right of special access
to the council when every
other group was excluded.

He said: "Our priority re-
mains the maintenance of
a sensible level of expendi-
ture: It is that and not
lower rates that will
attract inward invest-
ment."

He claimed that some of
e chamber members did

Councillor Wood

not appear to understand
local authority financing.

A provisional budget re-
leased 10 days ago by the
council proposed a 50p rate
in the E, 72% above the
present 29p, and 42% above
Government guidelines.

Among the chamber's
complaints is that opening
remarks by Finance Con-
vener Councillor Ian
Campbell, at the first
session of talks, was de-
leted from the minutes. In
his statement the council-
lor told business men he
was not prepared to
answer or ask questions on
the budget and wouid not

pay any attention to the
evidence.

Mr David Mowat, the
chamber chief executive,
said rates were the second
largest cheque a company
had to write in a year after
wages. The only way to
pay higher rates was to cut
the wages bill while the
council's plans included
adding 1000 new staff.

"They are also ignoring
the fact that their budget is
going to be liable to
Government clawback," he
said.

Since the council wanted
to freeze council rents, Mr

'Mowat wanted to know if
council tenants would be
charged More in the event
of a Government funds
clawback.

Mr Mowat said: "It is a
totally impractical budget
with no attempt to meet
the guidelines and instead a
determined . move to in-
crease spending on, all
fronts."

Yesterday's meeting was
the last stage of the consul-
tation process incumbent •
upon authorities under the
Rating and Valuation
(Amendment) (Scotland)
Act.



By DAVID APPLETON

The proposed rates increase of 50p by Edinburgh
District Council would add almost 2p to the cost of a pint
of beer in city pubs and increase rates bills for some
hotels by up to £23,000, councillors were told yesterday.

Council members who were
taking part in a consultation
exercise listening to submis-
sions from seven bodies repre-
senting non-domestic rate-
payers heard speaker after
speaker declare that the pro-
posed rates increase would
mean that jobs would be
threatened and businesses
damaged.

Only one speaker — Council-
lor John Mulvey, Labour group
leader on Lothian Regional
Council supported the rates
proposals of the district coun-
cil's Labour group. ,

Mr Peter Henry, rating
adviser of the Edinburgh
Licensed Trade Association,'
said that while it welcomed the
reduction in the proposed in-
crease from 65p to 50p which
had already been announced, it
hoped that the administration
could now do some more "pen-
cil sharpening" and reduce the
figure to a more realistic level.

The proposed 50p rate would
force beer prices in bars and
hotels up by about 1.75p a pint
from April, and would also
force increases in charges by
hotels and restaurants for
accommodation and meals.

Publicans and hotel opera-
tors had had to make substan-
tial economies in their
businesses in the last few
years, and a rates increase of
ihis scale could not be
absorbed.

Mr David Mowat, chief exe-
cutive of Edinburgh Chamber
of Commerce, said it was clear
that competition among
regions in the United Kingdom
for new jobs would increase
dramatically.

Ambitions of providing more
jobs would be seriously threat-
ened by costs increases of

' which rates were an important
part, and it was therfore only
commonsense to ensure that
the area did not rule itself out
from the start.

In addition local government
had to realise that it had to
reduce its activities, fbr with-
out reduction in this, burden
the international comPetitiee-
ness of British industry
remained at risk.

Edinburgh and Lothian was
already the highest _rated area
in Scotland, he said.' with busi-,
ness paying £310 per square
metre in Edinburgh; Compared
with £190 in Glasgow and only
£120 in Aberdeen. Compared
with English cities, the differ-
ences were even more stagger-
ing,

Referring to the councirs
plans to freeze rents, Mr
Mowat suggested that a tenant
might actually pay more in
rent and rates if the rent were
frozen and the Scottish Office
imposed a penalty on the coun-
cil.

If this turned out to be the
' case, he said, it would be a
, cruel deception of council-
, house tenants.

Mr Bruce Lindsay, repre-
senting the Forum of : Private
Business, said that the rates
burden on business in Edio-
burgh was already double that
in many comparable areas of
England. A warehousing opera-

' tion in Edinburgh. he said,
which last year faced rates of

, £46.000, would have paid only
£22,000 in Newcastle,

He claimed that the highest
rated employer in Britain —

, whom he did not wish to name
— operated in Edinburgh and
paid the equivalent of £22.000
for each employee in his ware-

', house.

Councillor James Gilchrist,
finance chairman of Lothian
Regional Council — who was

.oaring with councillor Mul-




a ratepayer — said that it was
difficult to understand why the
district was seeking to impose
such large increases in some
areas and not in others. The
logical justification for increas-
ing spending by 124 per cent
on parks hut only 1 per cent in
public health was not obvious.

Local government was not
about adding up the bills and
inviting the taxpayer to pay.
Expenditure, as in the case of
a private individual, ought to
be • determined according to
income and not the other way
about.

Councillor Mulvey said that
increased spending by the dis-
trict council seas necessary
because of a legacy of neglect
of public housing.- and as a
means of preventing increases
in rents, whirls were already
the highest in Scotland.

Previous administrations. he
said, had not been prepared tc
provide public services and
rates had therefore been artifi,
cially low.

Tory housing

budget plan

The Conservative group on
Edinburgh District Council yes-
terday proposed a £13 million
housing budget for 1935786, £5
million under the limit set by
the Government, and guaran-
teeing all offers of grants to
owner-occupiers.

But Councillor Eleanor
McLaughlin, the housing chair-
man, accused the Conserva-
tives of incompetence in in-
cluding as part of their non-
housing revenue account (pri-
vate sector) programme two
items that did not belong in
that heading —i loans for house
purchase and grantS toihousing
associations -- ,which would
mean an underspend.

She said the proposed
transfer of £3.75 million from
the HRA into the non-HRA
programme was illegal as it
was over, the 20 per cent
transfer limit set by Govern-
ment. It also meant that the
£4.7 million allowance for
damp housing, claimed from
the Government with Tory
group support, waS in the Tory
budget being cancelled out.

Councillor Tony Metcalfe,
the Conservative group spokes-
man, told the housing commit-
tee that the proposais were
based on a realistic assessment

,of what the council could
achieve next year.

The committee approved by
12 votes to 5 a request to the
director of housing to draw up
from the estimates a £25.9
million spending programme
for 1985(86. of which £18 mil-
lion would be spent.

.Scd`c

'?)2J fl



ra4,e

irA:N
New

By KEN SMART

A Lothian Region Conservative-
Alliance rates deal looked highly
likely today.

This emerged as the main Labour
opposition revealed they want to inject £20
million back into the regional budget for
next year.

This would involve reappointing 1400 staff out
of 5000 jobs lost in spending cuts over the past
four years.

Labour's proposals

One of the three Alliance members who hold the
balance of power. Liberal Councillor Donald
Gorrie, said they were still involved in talks with
the Tory administration on reaching some sort of
compromise — to avoid Government action against

•the council.

That is likely to involve a rates rise of about 12

per cent, compared with Labour's target of
stepping up rates by nearly 27 per cent.

Across the road, at the City Chambers,
Edinburgh District Labour administration's latest
forecast put their rates' increase at around 75 per
cent.

Labour are proposing to bring back free travel
for old folk; to freeze bus fares in city and country
areas; to employ BOO extra home helps; to bring
down charges for lunch clubs and meals-on-wheels;
restore teaching and nursery school staff, and to
step up the amount of money for building and road
maintenance.

Labour Group leader Councillor John Mulvey
challenged the Alliance to go for a line-by-line
voting system at the council's budget meeting later
this month.

The line-by-line budget had been introduced by
the Alliance two years ago when they had claimed
it was a more democratic way of deaiing with the
council's spending.

Councillor Gerrie said: "We are talking with the
Tories about a package deal. If the outcome of that
is not satisfactory, we would then go for a

line-by-line budget.

Toi les wc4rn
of disaster

Edinburgh's Labour
administration are "still on
collision course" with the
Government despite the drop in
the size of their original rates
increase plans.

- And the ratepayers of Edinburgh
will find the new proposals "just as
unacceptable," said Conservative
leader Councillor Paul Martin.

Yesterday Labour revealed that
the latest estimates would mean that
the city would see a district rate of 


50p in the El — an increase of 21p
over the present figure.

Their proposals would mean creat-
ing 960 new jobs within the authority,
freezing charges and improving ser-
vices. But Councillor Martin said
they were still heading for confron-
tation with the Government and "that
can only mean disaster for the
citizens of Edinburgh."

He added: "It has become clear
over the past few days that the unity
which Labour leader Councillor Alex
Wood said was essential for Labour
plans to be carried out is not going to
  be available to him."

He said Labour would
be reassessing their
ideas and they might
well draw back from
the brink.

The Government gni-
' delines would mean a

district rate of between
3I-33p in Edinburgh and

, the Conservatives are
; giving indications that

their alternative budget
be close to that

. figure.

Group secretary
: Councillor Jane Bail

said that Labour had
stated that if the

I Government didn't
; accept the Labour bud-

get, one of the first
! organisations to suffer

would be the Festival. !
"This once again!

! highlights the Labour
i Group are prepared to

use the Festival as a
political pawn:"

"The difficulties with
that are that we do not
necssarily achieve the
priorities we are seek-
ing.

"At times we would .
be left with a choice
between a Tory figure
which we think is too
low and a Labour figure
which would lead to a
confrontation with the
Secretary of State.

"The best possible
solution is to negotiate
a budget which achieves
our priorities."

Up to now, the main
differences between the
Alliance and Tories is
over whether bus fares I
and school meal ,
charges should go up
and whether there ;
should be extra teaching
staff in schools,

The Tory budget
wOuld give a rates in-
crease of 10 per CeIW
the Alliance proposals a
rise of nearly 15 per
cent, and the Labour
plan in increase of
nearly 27 per cent.
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By PETER JONES

Legal action by Edin-
burgh businessmen may be
added to the political action
from the Scottish Secretary
that Edinburgh District
Council will have to face if
it presses ahead with its
plans for a big increase in
city rates. .

Plans to take the council to
the courts have been outlined
to all 1,137 members of the
Edinburgh Chamber of Com-
merce and Manufacturers.
Yesterday, the chaMber presi-
dent, Mr James Souness, said
not one had objected and many
had expressed support.

LiAt a chamber meeting he

said that rates per square
metre in Aberdeen were £120;
n Dundee, 1;160, in Glasgow,

£190; but in Edinburgh they

i re £310. They had not so far 


been able to find a city in
Britain with higher rates.

Edinburgh employers at yes-
terday's meeting expressed
support for the chamber and
total disbelief that the ruling
Labour group on the council
could fail to understand the
damage that businessmen
argue would be inflicted on
Edinburgh businesses and
therefore jobs.

Mr David Mowat, the
chamber's chief executive, said
that legal advisers had
reported there was only one
way that any ratepayer could
take court action against the
council.

This was if the council went
above the limits set by the
Scottish Secretary for the
amount of money that could be
transferred from the rates 


fund to the council's housing
account. That limit is set at
£.2.8 million, but on its present
course the council is intending
to use £9.5 million from the
rates to subsidise the council's
houses.

If a legal action were suc-
cessful in bringing that sum
back within the Government's
guidelines, this would only
account for 6p or '7p of the 21p
rise on top of the existing 29p
rate that the council is propos-
ing. However, action by the
Scottish Secretary would also
be under way by then.

Mr Souness said businesses,
particularly in central Edin-
burgh, had only just begun to
recover from the big rates
increases imposed by Lothian
Regional Council a few years 


ago, hut what was coming now
would cause the patient to
relapse.

He described the consul-
tation the chamber had had
with the council as totally
without effect. lie continued:
"1 v.-ould like to stress to all
that this chamber does not
spend its time finding ways to
complain about playing its part
in financing the services pro-
vided by the local authority.

''What we spend our time on
has been, and will be, to find
ways of making Edinburgh and
surrounds a more attractive
area for the establishment of
business leading to higher
employment."

To this end, he said, the
chamber had initiated discus-




sions on a proposed conference
centre, but also had to oppose
rates increases which would
discourage business and the
creation of jobs.

Several businessmen spoke
graphically of what they will
have to do if the planned rises
go ahead. One said he was with
a woollen merchanting house
which did 85 per cent of its
business in exports. It was
facing tremendous competition
worldwide and would be quite
unable to put prices up to pay
an increased rates bill.

"Inevitably it means that it
will come out of the wage bill.
We will not bc able to replace
staff when they leave," he said.
Another solution would be to
abandon parts of premises so
they would be unoccupied and
therefore rates would not be
paid on them. He forecast 


many businesses might do like-
wise and thus the objects of
the council's big rates increase
would be defeated.

Mr Michael York, managing
director of NEI Peebles Ltd,
which employs about 1,000
people in Edinburgh, said the
company was now facing com-
petition not just from overseas
but from other parts of Bri-
tain. Be was responsible for
factories throughout the UK
and he said the Scottish fac-
tories are more expensive than
their equivalents in England.

"I want highly-skilled people
to come to Edinburgh, but
have to pay them more than if
they were going to work in the
Midlands. They don't want to
pay high rates anymore than
do. Edinburgh is now one of
the most expensive cities in
the whole of the UK."



By DAVID SCOTT, Our Local Government Correspondent
Lothian Region's rateable

value will increase by 130
per cent to just over £498
million according to the
results of this year's rating
revaluation published by
the assessors' department
yesterday.

Notices giving details of in-
dividual property valuations
will start going out to rate-
payers during the week begin-
ning March 4. In line with the
pattern throughout Scotland,
householders in Lothian will be
required to pay a higher share
of the total rating burden —
just over 44 per cent compared
with the 38 per cent share they
have paid during the last seven
years.

The official figures show
household valuations rising by
an average multiplying factor
f 2 68 though the regional
ssessor, Mr Ian Rogers
tressed yesterday that there
ould be wide variations 


within this average: Increases,
he said, were likely to range
bet ween 1.4 times present
values and four times. In
unusual cases tenfold increases
were possible.

The rises will, however, be
partly offset by reductions in
rate poundages and the impact
of the revaluation on individual
rates bills will not be clear
until local authority budgets
are finalised.

He pointed out that above-
average increases would apply
in the case of better-class
stone houses and older bunga-
lows. The records of tenemen-
tal properties had been brought
up to date and as a result these
would be subject to fairly
large increaseS. The values of
good quality houses in Edin-
burgh's New Town would also
rise substantially.

Examples of new values in
Edinburgh -7 where the aver-
age increase, is slightly higher
than in the three other districts 


of the region — show the
rateable value of a New Town
five-apartment terraced flat
rising from A:478 to £1,572 and
a 12-apartment terraced villa,
also in the New Town, increas-
ing from £758 to £2,512.

A post-war five-apartment
semi-detached villa in the
Silverknowes area with a pre-
sent rateable value of £334
would in future be valued at
£868 and a five-apartment
detached bungalow in the Cor-
storphine area built between
the wars, £1,252 instead of
£438. For an eight-apartment
"superior" detached bungalow
at Barnton the new rateable
value is given as £3,611
against £1,222.

Examples of tenemental pro-
perties show a four-apartment
good quality tenement in Edin-
burgh having its rateable value
increased from £312 to £888
while the value of a three-




apartment modernised council
flat would increase from £209
to £582.

The rateable values of indus-
trial properties in the region
will be 2.22 times higher on
average while commercial pro-
perties will rise by an average
factor of 2.27.

While the values of Princes
Street shops will vary con-
siderably from one end of the
street to the other, the rateable
values of large stores will rise

As members of Glasgow
District Council Labour group
arrived at the City Chambers
yesterday for a private meet-
ing, about 500 demonstrators
from tenants' associations
broke through a police cordon
and stormed into the building. 


by above-average levels. In the
case of one large store quoted
yesterday, the rateable value
would rise from .010,413 to
.009,000 while that of a
smaller shop would increase
from £25,413 to £72,100.

Of other examples given, the
Value of a large modern city
centre office block would in-
crease from £291,663 to
£456,100 while a non-industrial
workshop at Livingston would
rise from A;16,872 to £26,200.

Among miscellaneous pro-

They is ere allowed to
occupy a corridor and a com-
mittee room, but failed in
their demand that the group
agree to freeze rents for
another year.

Rise pegged — Page 9

130 e
perties -- whose share of the
rating burden is considerably
reduced an 18-hole golf
course in Edinburgh would
have a new ratoable value of
!i12,900 instead of A:6,750 and a
large comprehensive school, a
value of £305,750 compared
with £154,122.

Mr Rogers said inquiry
centres were being set up
throughout the region to
answer ratepayers' questions
and allow them to inspect the
valuation roll.

Mr Rogers is expecting a
large number of appeals
because of changes made as a
result of recent legislation but
he does not share the view of
some assessors who have given
warning that the whole valua-
tion system might collapse. He
said: "We will be monitoring
the system over the next year
or two. I think we can cope
with the changes that have
been made."

thian's rateable value to rise

Tenants storm meeting
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ome rateable values up 300%
By FRANCES HORSBURGH

Local Government •
Correspondent

PEOPLE who live in Edinburgh
New Town and the owners of the
multiple stores in Princes Street
will be the hardest hit by property
revaluation in Lothian region.

Better class stone houses and
older bungalows in other desirable
city areas will also find their
assessments soaring with rateable
values sometimes three times as
high as the old ones.

For example the rateable value
of a five-room New Town flat will
rise from £478 to E1572 and for a
12-room good quality detached
stone villa in Momingside with
garage and outbuildings, the rise
will be from £1053 to E3073. A big,
store in Princes Street will find its
rateable value rising from £310,413
to £909,000.

Details were given yesterday
by the region's assessor, Mr Ian
Rogers, who emphasised that the
average increase for domestic 


r properties in the area — by a
factor of 2.68 — was consistent
with the position in other parts of
Scotland. Some of the Princes
Street rises were above the
commercial average.

Tenement dwellers will also

 face fairly large increases,

especially where the property has
been improved. For example a
four-room first-floor tenement flat
of good quality in the Bruntsfield
area of Edinburgh will rise from
£312 t o E888.

In Bathgate, \Vest Lothian, the
rateable value of a six-room
detached pre-war stone cottage
will rise from E366 to £1014.

	

In North Berwick, East
Lothian, the rise for a four-room
terraced villa with central heating
and garage will be from £377 to
D3€7.

While ratepayers won't know
the actual size of their bills until
council demands go out, they
should receive notice of their new
revaluation figure during the
week of March 9.

Mr Rogers said the revaluation,
the first for seven years, affected
the share of the total rates hill
which people had to pay and
householders were having to find
a larger proportion of it. By
contrast industrial reatepayers
were coming out of the
revaluation quite well.

Mr Rogers said assessors only
interpreted the rental evidence
they found in a particular area.
They did not decide the level of
valuation but followed behind the
level made by the local occupiers_

New and wider appeals
procedures are now in force and
some assessors expressed fears
last year that the system would
not be able to handle the possible
flood of cases following
revaluation.

Mr Rogers, however, said he
believed they could cope and the
effects of the new legislation
would not be as bad as had
previously been feared.

Referring to the new powers to
allow owners of football grounds 


and other sports propeFties to

base an appeal on a comparison
with a similar property in
England, Mr Rogers said while it
wasn't known just how this
particular evidence would work it
was ciear that the revaluation
increase for sports properties
would be less than the average.

Earlier this week Lothian
Regional Council passed a motion
attacking the impression given by
a Scottish Office leaflet, being
distributed by assessors, that
rates rises were mainly a result of
increased council spending. The
council said 11.25% of the 12.5%
rise in the regional rate resulted
frotwcuts in Government funding.

A copy of the Lothian valuation
roll will go on display at the
regional .council headquarters on
March 4.

Mr Rogers urged people who
want to dispute their valuations to
call at .local inquiry centres or to
telephone or write to the

. assessor's office in Edinburgh.
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Sections of the "Borders
economy are facing col-
lapse after a disclosure yes-
terday that some cornmer-

!dal ratepayers will be
- asked, to pay upwards of 50

per cent more next year.
Councillors said they were

horrified and staggered by
figures contained in a report
prepared by Mr Peter Jeary,
director of finance. The docu-
ment showed that though
regional council spending is set
to rise by only 5.3 per cent,
ratepayers will have to pay an
increase of 27 per cent.

A 'revaluation of property
and loss of rate support grant '
from the Government are the
key elements in an equation
wh'ich is expected to result in a
regional rate of 42p. Without
these outside influences, Mr
Jeary estimated that the likely
rates increase would have been
8.5 per cent.

Yesterday's meeting of the

domestic rates would increase
by an average of 23 per cent,
commercial levies by 41 per
cent and industrial rates should
fall by 2 per cent.

"The main point to be ham-
mered home is that these hor-
rendous rises in rates are
largely outwith the control of
the council," Mr Jeary said.
"Your actions to mitigate the
increase are severely limited,
for expenditure is within
Government guidelines and is
in line with inflation."

"How can we support tour-
ism, shops and the general
infrastructure of the Borders
when we are talking about an
average rates increase of
between 40 and 50 per cent in
the commercial sector," he
said. "I do not understand it,
for the Conservative party is
going to lose thousands of
votes as a result of all this. It
is quite extraordinary how this
situation has been engineered." 


claimed the situation was even
more serious than was thought
a month ago when the first
indications were given of the
likely impact of revaluation.
Widespread closures of shops
were predicted and the rates
increases would be the final
straw in breaking many parts
of the Borders economy.

Councillor George Dorward
(Md), the vice-convener, said
one of the promises contained
in the Conservative manifesto
was to change the rating
system completely. But they
had welshed on that promise.
Councillor Bill Lamb (Ind) told
the meeting: "As far as central
Government is concerned it
has been lies, deceit, dis-
honesty and deception all the
way down the line."

.After the meeting Councillor
Hunter urged ratepayers to
submit appeals once they
received their new valuations
next month.

By WILLIAM CHISHOLM
council's policy and resources -• Councillor Tom Hunter (Ind),committee was told that council convener, said the rate-payers would be as horrified as

the council by these shattering
increases.

Then Mr ' Jeary clearly Councillor Douglas Birchshocked cOuncillors when he (Ind) commented: "Maybe thesaid: "The average increase in Government do not care aboutthe commercial sector wil be Scotland because their supportover 40 per cent, but for most t does not lie here. It has been ashopkeepers. and hoteliers it quite deliberate policy to shiftwould be true to say the .the burden from taxpayers toincrease in their case will be ratepayers."
50 per cent on average." Other committee members

Policies 'overloading system'
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The criticisms being directed
at the Government's local
authority spending policies are
coming not only from Labour
councils. The convener • of
Dumfries and Galloway, Coun-
cillor John Jameson, said yes-
terday that the rate support
grant settlement would have a
most unfair effect on the
region.,

lie.added: "This regional
council has a record of good
housekeeping without equal in
Scotland, and it is nothing
short of tragic that we should
now be facing massive rates
rises due to factors outwith our
control.

"If the current system of
local authority .finance pro-duces this kind of situation
then the Government should be
giving serious consideration to
finding an alternative system. I
have no objection to finance
for local government being
raised locally, hut I do think it
is most unfortunate that the
Government appears to be
doing nothing about providing
an alternative system such as
a local income tax.

"Instead, they are continuing
with policies that are overload-
ing the present rating system
to such an extent that we are
approaching the stage where
the system will be unwork-
able." -

Councillor Dick Stewart, pre-
sident of the Convention of
Scottish Local Authorities, said 


the forecasts confirmed what
COSLA had told the Scottish
Secretary, Mr George Younger,
when the grant arrangement
was first announced.

"It is just what we pre-
dicted," he said. "It is all
coming home to roost — an
inadequate inflation allowance,
cuts in grant and a tremendous
burden placed on, domestic
ratepayers as a result of
revaluation."

•

- Councillor Stewart said
people were now fated with
increased mortgages, higher
interest rates, higher local
authority rates and higher
levela of unemployment. He
felt it inevitabie that people
would make new demands for
the reform of the rating
system, as this usually hap-
pened when big rises were
proposed.

The rates-rise forecasts are.
generally being made as part
of the new consultative process
involving non-domestic rate-
payers, and final figures will
not he known until budgets are
declared over the next few
weeks.

Strathclyde's 'estimate of a
25.5 per cent increase in
domestic rates takes account
of the expected regional rate
and revaluation. The final
figure will depend on the rates
struck by,: district • councils,.

of which have, been pro-

testing strongly about the im-
pact of grant cuts.

The Conservative administ-
ration in Lothian Region has
proposed a rates rise of almost
11 per cent, but regional
finance Officials estimate that
the bill for householders in
Edinburgh could rise by as
much as 42.5 per cent. A
slightly higher figure would
apply if a compromise were
reached on alternative pro-
posals being considered by
Alliance councillors who hold
the balance of power.

Although Grampian's rates
rise has been estimated at 13per cent, householders in Aber-
deen may be required to pay
an increase of more than 2'5
per cent. Rateable values for
domestic properties in the city
are expected to treble — an
increase which is above the
average for the rest of Gram-

-pian Region,

Elsewhere. Fife Regional
Council forecasts an overall
rates increase of 20 per cent
with domestic ratepayers pay-
ing 27 per cent more. Central
Region's rate may rise by
about 10 per cent with house-
holders facing extra payments
of about 20 per cent. "This
appears to be reasonable com-
pared with other parts of Scot-
land, but it is still a substantial
increase," says Central's con-




vener, Councillor, James
Anderson..

Highland Regional Council's
estimates suggest that its rate-
payers May be less severely
affected than many other parts
of Scotland. Its regional rate is
expected to increase by just
over 12 per cent, with domes--
tic ratepayers facing a rise of
around 17 per cent.

Officials of Tayside Regional
Council will inform its non-
domestic ratepayers at consul-
tative talks today that its
regional rate will require to
rise by between 10.and 15 per
cent. No estimate has been
given so far of the likely
impact on domestic ratepayers,
though it suggested that rises
will be "well into double.
figures."

The latest increase in inter-
est rates is causing further
uncertainty for councils trying
to plan their spending commit-
ments for the next financial
year. Glasgow District Council
finance officials said yesterday
that the rise would cost Glas-gow £700,000 more in debt
charges this year.

Scottish Office Ministers are
said to be puzzled by some of
the criticisms coming from
areas like the Borders. The.
Scottish Office pointed out yes-
terday that Borders, Dumfries
and Galloway and Grampian
Regional Councils received an
increase,in grant .in spite of the

-



25% rise cf--t-smcIAA (Yc-

likely in
domestic
rates

The worst fears of Strath-clyde householders were cen-firmed yesterday when theregional council announcedthat domestic rates will rise byabout 25.5 per cent.
The increase means thathouseholders will pay on aver-age an extra £2 a week. Theyhave been by far the biggestlosers in a revaluation whichhas seen the rates burden ligh-tened in the industrial sector,Industry will pay 10.6 per centless in the next financial yearbut commerce will pay 8.8 percent more.

The leader of StrathclydeRegional Council, CouncillorDick Stewart, said that manyhouseholders will be hardpressed to meet the increasebut he said the extra burden ,was mainly caused by therevaluation and by another cutin the Government's rate sup-port grant.
The industry rates cut waswelcomed by Mr John David-, son, the Scot'fish director of theConfederation of British In-dustry, who said: "This reflectsthe fearsome problems of in- Idustry in recent years. I thinkthat for some hard-pressedcompanies this could be awelcome reduction in costs andcould lead to new jobs beingcreated. I am concerned, how-ever, that commercial ratesshould have risen so muchabove inflation."

The secretary of GlasgowChamber of Commerce, MrEwan Marwick, said that thefates burden was being passedback to householders "whohave a vote." Ile addech "Atleast it is getting. it off thefallen from 68.5 per cent-toper cent. From April a furthercut would bring RSG down to56.6 per cent.

The increase in valuationswould put the regional rate at50p in the pound, compared, with the present 98p, and thewater rate at 4p instead oflop. To meet Government gui-delines the council would haveto cut rates  by  about 3p in thepound.
The council believes that tocut the £40 million overspendon the Government's t1,198million guideline for theStrathclyde budget it wouldstill need to increase domesticrates by 20 per cent andreduce services.

Councillor Stewart said hewas prepared to wait to see if ,the Scottish Office would reta-liate against the overspend
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Strathclyde, already
reeling over the loans shock,
received another blow yes-
terday.

For it was revealed that they
- are facing a staggering 25 PER"
CENT rates increase;

But businesses in the region
were celebrating a multi-miWon
pound handout.

Industry's share of the rates
bill was actually CUT. On
average, factories and work-
shops will get a whopping 10.6
per cent reduction.

They would have paid another

Ell million if it had not been for
revaluation. This has meant that
the domestic sector is now
picking up a far bigger share of
the rates levy.

The commercial sector's share
is only slightly changed and
their rates will increase, on
average, by just under nine per
cent next year.

And there could be worse news
„

to come. When council leader
Dick Stewart released financial
details yesterday, he said the
region's budget would be
£1,316,639,000.

That puts Strathclyde £40.9
million above the Government's
permitted ceiling. It could result
in Scots Secretary George
Younger withholding the same
amount in grants, plunging the

IA

region further into financial

Assuming District Councils
run on the same lines with their
budgets, a householder with a
rates bill of £500 will, on
average, pay £625.

For Grampian, too, there was,
depressing news .. . a proposed
average 13 per cent rates
increase.

747,N,
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Ministers face council
fury over rc,Ltes rises

By DAVID SCOTT, Our Local Government Correspondent

•

Scottish Office Ministers
will face a furious row over
local authority rates in-
creases and fresh demands
for an alternative financing
system as councils finalise
their budgets over the next
few weeks.

The effects of revaluation,
cuts in rate support grant and
council budget policies are
combining to produce the pros-
pect of the biggest increases in
rates payments experienced in
recent years.

Most regions, including
Strathclyde, Lothian, Fife,

Grampian, and Dumfries and
Galloway, are predicting rises
of 25 per cent and more for
many of their ratepayers.

In Lothian, officials estimate
that householders in Edinburgh
may have to pay an average of
about 45 per cent more
because of revaluation, an in-
crease in the regional rate and
the expected dramatic rise in
the charge made by the dis-
trict council.

While Borders Regional
Council envisages a 27 per cent
average increase for all rate-
payers — with commerce pay-
ing an average of 50 per cent 


more — the neighbouring
Dumfries and Galloway fears
that many domestic ratepayers
will experience rates increases
of more than 30 per cent.

Continued on Page 6,' Col 1


